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o the Right Worshipful” the® 
Mayor, the Worshipful the” 
Juſtices. with the capital and 
inferiour Burgeſles of the Bur- 
rough of Taunton Saint Mary 
Mazaalen and St. Tames's , it + 
the County of Somerſet. 
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Gentlemen , 


x7 Ere I accountable: to any 
how I paſs my time here; 
AY *t were certainly to you, who. 
K9<8S know that I was not one of 

the idleſt at home , wherefore partly to ' 
ſatisfy you, the following Manual 1 took , 
the painsto tranſlate out of French, the 
contents of which , as they are uniyer- 
ſally neceſlary , are delign'd fer all , but 
dedicated to your ſelves, as perfonsfo | 
much morein need of it , as you are pub--/ 
1que Perſons , and called to ſhew your _ 
Fbilities or defects more than your 
Neighbours ; Andif any member of our 
Body politic,thinks himſelf ſcandalized, 
«I that he's roo wiſe to take the Coun- | 
AJ ſels.; 


a 


ils of Solomon i in good part , he is one 
that leaſt deſerves them, I wiſh to all 
the {ame ſatisfaftion in the peruſal, as 
had- which encourayed' meto tranſlate 
it,and Should be lad of any opportunity 
pepeen' to the | ollowing Maxims, to 
; youthatIam, 


Your humble Servant , 


Tro. Dare, W!> 


Amſterdam » Febr. I 4s. : able t 
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Ke LA pitty me , and to feel for me 
FLU the Pains of my Soltudes] have 
often taken the liberty to anſwer you, that 
it is 10 m8 no great misfortune to be un= 
known -- permit me to teſtify to you this 
day, that I should be to blame to tire my 
elf, and thatT have here company , rhat 
is well worth all other that I Should be 
able t9 ſee. 

T can at leaft aſſure you , that during 
our converſations, the ſad ſpettacles, and 
ajfrightful ſilence of the deſert , Where for- 
tune yet keeps me, doth not binder, that 
the hours do not paſs there very fwiftly , 
and that time were one of the things which 
ere wanting. 


It * eaſy for you to judge, that 7 ſpeak 


- 
he o 


E , 


of Solomon. Tou know that formerly 2 


aid comfort my ſelf in Books : you are 


about to ſee im the writing that I ſend 


pou , that Timploy my ſelf now to explam 
hem; and to endeavour by my refle- 
ions to make the wiſe men of the 
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" THE PREFACE. * 


Tis long ſince, Thotimuss* 
A that you aid me the favour to 
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| The Preface, 
World ſee Truths anknown to their Philos 
fopby. | 

IT thought of it immediately at the en- 
try mto this Solitude where I am, All 
melancholic as it is, 0r as it appears to 
your eyes; 1 know nothing more commo- 
aious, for a man who would buſy his 
thoughts, or meditate on the writings 

' of this learned Prince. IT ſay tt, becauſe 
T believe that I read lately, that Wiſ- 
om who diftated theſe Proverbs when! 
it was ſolitary , explains them net, but 
zo perſons who are ſo alſo z and who go to 
ath it , as he did, in places where 
one hears no nes of the Creature , 
nor any noiſe 'capable of troubling the 
attention, and the pleaſure of thoſe that 
hearken. 

Solomon loved to be alone, as much as 
the Princes of bis Court to be near bim, 
aud to: hear him ſpeak, The time to 
BPhich his defires aſpired was » When 
after the Iabours of the day, weary of| 
the affairs , of the honours , and the noiſes 
of the World, he could retive himſelf 
from the ſight of company, and when 
8 he 


r Philo«| 


the en- 
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commo- 
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writings 
becauſe 
hat Wifſ-| 
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time t0 
» When 


weary of| 


the noiſes 


e himſelf 


nd when 
he 


promiſes and their flatteries , he ſang 


ThePreface, _ 

he went to entertain himfelf with God Y 
in 4 Country-houſe called Hena near 

"og to the City, 

pleaſed him more then any of FY 
Royal Houſes , becauſe that beſides the 
magmficences , and the riches added by 
the hands of men , there were' great 
Woods, with Rocks and Streams and. 
other workmanship of nature , proper to- 

raiſe hs ſpirit to Heaven, and to IKE | 

him remember eternity, | 
It mas in this ſtatily defert, atthe 

ſight of the beauties of God, that bis | 
contemplations aiſcloſed ro bim; That: 
he conceived ſuch great contempts of the 
beauty of mortal things; and that 
after the other- complaints that he 
made, againſt the treacheries of their 
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this famous Song, that the Caves and 
the Waters 'of his palace firſt heard, but. 
zts eccho 5 have been ſince heard tbrough- | 
owt; ard shall be made to reſe ound, even 
ro the end of ages , Vanitas vanitatums 
cuncta vanitas. | 


The moral and politic ſentences, 
A 5 of | 4 
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 ThePreface. 
" iof which his Book of the Proverbs is filled, 
 * aud thoſe which the Son of Syrach has 
y brought together and kept by bis care,were 
born in the ſame ſol:tude where ſilence and 
tranquility. help'd them into the World: 
 - And it is without doubt, That to theſe 
-- Aevout walks, that the univerſe i obliged 
- for the knowleage of the truths Which are 
gone ont of the Pen of this learned Prince, | 
which have enlightned all Nations 1 
have choſen among (i theſe ſentences , thoſe 
of which I believed I could be able ro 
belp my ſelf, in working at my deſign » 
which is to draw from their Texts , ſub- 
gets of meditarion , proper for perſons 
& who would live amongſt the Laws of Con- 
-* ſctence and Prudence, and condutt rhem- 
' ſelves wiſely in the various occaſions of 4 
cwil life. | 
It is but alittle peece as it appears. If | 
. T bad had a little more leaſure and 
« lutle more light, perhaps it should have- 
; been bigger : Butto ſay with an Ancient » 
# | if 4 bad more of one and theother, n ſtead 
by of enlarging,T should endeavour to shorten 
| | ity 
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The Probes.” 


ir, and [ should remember What one of the © 
beſt Writing-Maſfters of our time told © 


me, That to excell inthe Artof writing 
well, 1t 1s neceſſary to be able to blot 
well out. 

This thowght ts nat only his ,T obſerve ; 
it is common to the Maſters of every Art 
and. Science, and that it keeps even the 


I fr/t rank among their Maxims. 


When they are willing , that what they 
ao should be their Mafter-piece, all their 
induſtry 1s imployed to make it paſs well 
mto the Spirit and to leave there but (;ttle 
matter. 

Force and delicacy are the perfeftions of 

all works : that of 4 Book is ſoveraign , 
when it can be read in few hours , and that 
it can not be yead , nor meditated enough 
in M4uy years, 
-- Much Trath ,few Words , was here- 
tofore the device of 4 great Divine; wery 
great inthat , but infinitely leſs than God, 
who encloſeth infinite truths in one word 
alone ; and who [aith all that can be [aidto 
eternity , when be pronounceth his word. 
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- The Book is divided into to Parts. 


The Firſt, divided into 4. Articles con- | 
tains Maxims neceflary for a Manto 
demean himſelf well. 

Firſt of a!l, are the Maxims neceſſary for 

, the Condu@ of the Conſcience. 

Secondly, Maxims neceſſary for the 
Condudt of the Wit, 

Thirdly for the Conduct of the Heart 

| and Paſſions, 

Fourthly , for governing the Tongue. 


The ſecond Part,contains necefſary Ma- 
- xims for a Mans wile ConduR, in re- 
gard to bis family and other perſons. 
The Wife, Children, Servants, Friends 
and Enemies, are tke Articles which 
divide tt; 


ARTI: 


ARTICEE: FL. 


MAXI M S| 


For the Conduct of the.Confeience. 


for __ FIRST MAXIM. 


Of making many Books there is no enu.. Let us) 
the hear the concluſion of the whole matter. Fear 
God and keep his Commundmens ; this is the 

art whole duty of Man , Ecclel. 12. 


Ce. PARAPHARASE. 


"Uch is the Counſel that's given, 4 
and "many. are the Books that 
are written to help Man to be-v 
come greats and to render him 


| erfe 
re- Wiſdom has but one word thereupone, 
s. and this word is the Compendium of wal 
att that- wiſe Men have ſaid, the end of all* 
ch that, which its ſelf ſaid fince the begin-/! 


ning of ages. It hath never ſpoken nory} 
ever writ, but to make Men underſtand! 
CIs how to love God and obe on Will this! 
x 15 to be the whole duty of 
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"The Councils of Wiſaow 
REFLECTION. 


. Hen the Creator formed the proje& 
b.. of our. nature, and that he conceiy'd 
the Idxa of Man, as he pretended that this 
| was the chicfand moſt excellent Piece, he 
conceived not onely a Body and a Soul. 
| Heſaw well, that as the Body ſeparated 
> from the Soul would be but rottenneſs , c- 
ven {ſo the Soul ſeperated trom God would 
| be another deformity , infinitely more 
frightfull; and inſtead of the being chief of 
the work he contrived he should but make 
”a monſter. 
- Not to fail in his deſign, at the ſame time 
E-thft he joyned the Body with the Soul, he 
judged that it was neceſlary tojoyn theSoul 
ith God, by the means of Grace, and he 
rould that thisGrace entred into his work- 
mmanship,and that theſe three together were 
the whole Man. © 
F Stop a. moment and conſider well the 
EWiſdom of God, when he propoſed to him- 
Efelt the meeting of theſe three ſo different 
Ethings., and to torm thereof the chief of his 
I How many marvels in Man when 
Fthey arc united? How many misfortunes 
when they ate ſeperated. 
© Grace repelled and withdrawn the Soul, J 
Ethere's reprobation and fin. The Body ſe- 
tparatc from the Youl there's death. : he 
_ -jithy | F ou 
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for the Condutt of the Conſarence. 
Soul ſeparated from the Body and from 
Grace there is Hell. Three objects of hor- 
rour or of fear. Rejoyn theic, and make but 
one, they are thrge cceleſtial beauties, and 
the three greateſt miracles of divine power 
united together,and that is Man. TimeDeun 
koc el? omnis Homo, | 


II. MAXIM. 


Let ty glorying be in the fear of the Leyd, and 
cl! thy communication ia theprecepts of the 
moſt High. Ecclel. 9. 


PARAPHRASE. 


F Stablish your Honour by tearing God, 
and being faithful to him, IFyou would 
that Men $should look on you with reſpect 
and eſteem,and always ſce on your counte» 
nance that modeſty, and in your condud 
that force and tranquility of ſpirit which 
raiſesa man above other meng hayealways 
11 your ſelf ſome thought of the goodneſs 
of the Creator and his eternal perfeCtions, 
and accuſtome your heart not to relye but 
on him inall its defigns and hopes. —_ 


REFLECTION. 


D O not as the proud Iz #imore Do-- 
man, who is ashamed mins fit tibs | 
to tear and 0 worship God, gloriofto. * | 
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£ ; The Councils of Wiſdom 
b»- becauſe people fear and worship him , and 
who eſtablisheth his honour by making 
light ofhis duty. 
ake you heed (in forming your opinions 
and Maxims) of taking for a man of nobili- 
ty and greatneſs, your being leſs wiſe then 
others: And do nut believe a folly that is 
particular, to be more worth then Wiſdom 
that's common. Ifbecauſe you are noble , 
it's painful to you, to do what mean people 
do; That which is good, you ought todo 
better then they. 

Do not imitate his devotion, ſurpaſs it. 
Do not follow him in the ways of falvati- 
on, and inthe exerciſe of righteouſneſs and 
holineſs, have regard to your condition: 


| - March firſt, and ſerve as an example. 


Keep yourrank in the Churches, permit 
| not that any Should be more devout, nor 
| more modeſt then you : Since you are firſt 
| inquality, your place before the Altars and 
during the ſacrifices, 1s to be more near to 
God, and the more raiſed by Prayer. 

Remember that you have no ſurer means 
{ to put your ſelf above this croud of little 
4 people, then to abafe your ſelf more then 

they , before this fupream Majeſty , and to 

- adore him. more perfectly. 
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for the Condu@ of the Conſcience. 5 
ITE. MAXIM. 


Vanity of vanities, allis vanity and vexation 


of ſpirit, Eccleſ. I, 
PARAPHRASE. 


Y Qu muſt love nothing but Univer/a 
God. The true good and wvwanitas. 
true pleaſure, 1s not to be 

found, but in him alone. The good which 
appears before our eyes deceives us,it 1s no- 
thing but illuſion and vanity. And this falſe 
and apparent good , becomes a real evil, as 
_ as it pleaſes us and that we begin to 
ove it, 


REFLECTION. 


Ll the felicities of this life are vain and 
deceitful. When they preſent them- 


ſelves tous, we take them for ſtable and im- . 


moveable things: Our heart being drawn by 


this appearance, ſtretcheth out its arms and - 


blindly faſtens its ſelf unto them, pro- 


miling its ſelf eternal pleaſures in poſſeſſing 


them. 

But it is to embrace running water; from 
the hour that we begin to poſleſs rhem, they 
begin to run away from us. During em- 
bracements and joys,and amidſt our mutual 
promiſes and hopes ofan inſeperable tye , 
they eſcape from between our hands and 

CONT 
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; The Councils of Wiſdom 

continue tacir courſe: we continue ours 

and we quit our ſelves : wego, eich where 

- deſtiny calls us, and where time leads 
: They to nothing, we todeath. 

Ti Ne 2Oes apace, and the end is near.it is 
not far betvree! 1 the pleaſures of a moment 
and the tears ofeternity. Theſe long years 
that we figure between the tivo,are very of- 
ten but a night. Pernaps thoſe who shall fee 
us bhis evening ſettled in a high and power- 
ful fortune ; will find us next mornii 19 bu- 
ried in its ruines. 

Today, proſperity,health, riches and ho- 
nours : T'o morrovy, all theſe vanities in the 


4 


air, wind and ſnoak , our Body ina Tomb, 


ourSoul in anotherWorld, there to kament, 
and to ſay eternally , but too late, Univer/a 
varxitas, tr afflidtio [piritus. 
The juſteſt reaſon we ought 
witaturs. to contemne theſe runagate fe- 
licities for,confiſts in this word Vanitas.God 
alone is the true Good, ereated goods arc 
the productions and Shadows of this eſſen- 
tial and Infinite Good. Conſider, and open 
your eyes. You are rich : but if God with- 
draws himſe!f from your heart , what re- 
mains, and of what do you boal 0? 

To be heir and maſter of the shadow of 
an houſe, without having any right to the 
houſe, and without being able to o9 into 1t, 


what Patrimo: iy and what ſort of inheri- 
tance 


pafl! 
{inc 


utm 
be h; 
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rance is this fora man? T'o be Maſter of a 
Treaſure or a Revenue, Maſter of a King- 
dom , an Empire, a part ofthe World , the 
whole World , & all the appearances of 
good; Poſleis all the hadows of God, all his 
works, 211 his gifts, but without poſſeſſing 
of himſelf, What a poſlefſion is this fora 
Soul who breaths after the true Good, and 


- who cannot be filled or ſatisfied but by him 


alone ? 
The worſt of it is, that theſe shadows of 


the Creator, theſe Riches and Magniticen- 


ces which are about us, are not in us. Gold 
and Silver enter into the Houſes, Pleaſures 
enter into your eyes and ſenſes, but they pats 
no further,they never arrive 10 far as the 
Spirit, nor there where your greateſt needs 
and immortal deſires are , they ſend there 


only their figure: Of 1 many felicities heap- , 


ed: round about you, and kept together 
with ſo much pain, their shadow alone is 
the share that belongs to your heart. | 

Meditate a little, and if you canunder- 
ſtand the cries & complaints, which during 
paſtime and pleaſvre reſound from the bot- 


tome of this miſerable heart, bewail your - 


ſelves, and confeſs that it is worthy of com- 
paſſion. So long as it hath ſearched ever 
lince its birth, and that without ceaſing,with 
utmoſt defires, it asks the Truth of truths to 
be happy,not to find in himſelf but this yani- 


ry 


for the Condutt of the Conſcience. T 9 


The Counſel; of Wiſdem 


- ty of vanities, this shadow of shadows, this 
mage of appearances and illuſions. YVanitas 
| wanitatum, & affiidioſpiritus. 
| Tocomfort it, do notdirett it to its ſelf; CO 
And hope not to give it reſt, and to render it Tent 
happy by. the Maxims of Pride and the Phi- Wit be 


| loſophy of the Word. : is its 
| Ilknow well,that human W T] 
$ Sapiens ad bea- wiſdom and the policy of Wthe 


te vivendum ſe ſelf love;would that a man the 
ipſo contentus to be happy,should renoun- that 
eſt. Seneca. ce both Creator;and Crea- Ban 
Nullam ſuipar- tures and ſeek no other Ether 
tew extraſeque- happineſs, then to be to Þ 
rift. Tranſivi ad himfelf, to enjoy his own by 
| contemplandam entertainmeuts : That this Þ cha! 
" & ſSapientiamlacu- poſſeflion were the trucFe- Þ mo! 
| | Pus que cum |icity, &to pleale a mans FE orie 
|' mmea;emea anim- (elfa better fortune then to Þ ror 
* adverti Eccl 2. pleaſe Kings and Angels. ſ wo 
'* "But animadverti qued hoc quoque efſet va- iſ fy 
nit as. 'W prec 
| Remember that ſince your Spirit is the W pof 
moſt perfe&t and nobleſt Image of the firlt W ywit 
Being, when it is deprived of grace; it is the WU ng 
vileſt of vanities. All that is vaſt enough and I &ic 
capable of containing God , cannot be ſepe- IU Spj 
rated from God, but muſt be ſo void as God Iſl yar 
is great. | : 
That is to ſay,that when ourSoul is redu- 
ccd to loye nothing , nor poſleis any _ 
u 


for the Condutt of the Conſcience. »y 


but its ſelf: The greatneſs of this ſpiritual 
and immortal Soul, is no other thing but an 
immenſe privation and endleſs griet. 
Our Soul is ſo divine a thing and ſo excel- 
ent, that aſſoon as God 1s no more with it, 
it becomes, what they call damnation, and 
is its own hell. | 

The difference between two ſinfulSouls, 
the one damned, and the oth:r living upon 
the Earth and encloſed in a Body, is this, 
that one ſees its ſelf clearlyand feels the.ſub- 
ſtance which is its evil; and the other nei- 
ther yet ſees or feels it. 

When that your Soul ſeperated fromGod 
by ſin , and from thence infinitly unhappy, 
Shall feel its ſelf,and ſee it ſelf by the fire;the 
motions of his deſpair and the cries of his 
grief, Shall be thoſe that the Prophet heard 
trom far, and that he repeated by theſe 
words : Reddit me quaſi vas inane. [It shall 
ſay, God had made mea Veſlel large and 

recious,capable'to enjoy his Glory, and to 
poſſeſs his Divinity , nevertheleſs he hath 
withdrawn himieltand left me empty:Iam 
no-more then my lelf, and that's the affli- 
ction of afflictions and the true Hell, tobe 
Spirit and alone to be an immottalSoul and 
vanity. Vanitas & affiiqi Spir tw. 


* IV. Ma-, 


The Courcils of Wiſdom 
IV. MAXIM. 


| Y 
God 5/-all bring every work into jutzement), f1 
whether it be grod or evil, Eccl. 12. - g 

The fear of the Lord is the legining of W[-Ml $ 

f aom , Prov, ti. C 
iS | PARAPHRASE. , 


[He fear of God is the principle of true 
Wiſdom, That which comes from the © 
fear of offending men, or from deſire to | © 
pleaſe them, is talſe and deceitful; and al- | * 
though there are in the World abundance | F 
. of Wiſe menand Politicians,the number of | * 
Fools 1s no leſs. a 

There is not a greater folly , than to be 

wiſe towards all, if not towards God and 


to oftend no body , but him alone. tl 

| T 

| REFLECTION. d 
| Timor Dowi- He firſt and chief Ma- t 
1s primcipium xim that you ought to | * 
ſapientie, chuſe to Conduct you' ; 
Prov. 1. wiſely, is that you muſt | 
fear your Maſter and your Judge. , 

If you would that this , 

Memorare 10- ſaving fear should be born . 
wviſſima true & is inyour Souls, aud thatit iſ © 
aternum 0: Should deſtroy all that re- . 


pecgabis. * mainsin you of an inclina- 
tion 
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for the Condutt of the Conſeiemce. 11 
tion to tin, the beit means is to remember 
the firſt and laſt truths , 'and to underſtand 
well, by continual and devote reflections, 
from whence you come, and whither yotr 
go, what hath been your Original, and what 
Shall be your end, from whom you have re- 
ceived,and unto whom you are reſponſible, 
what you owe to your Creator, and what 
your Judge owes you, | A 

Your debts and obligations to the bounty: 
of the Creator arc not the Subject ofa long 
diſcourſe but a long meditation , and'als 
though there were but one word to each 
point, there is matter of admiration and 
filence on each word, for too many years 
and ages. _” 

That which ſeems more wonderful and 
which we ought particularly to conſider, is 
that thoſe debts, which have not ceaſed to 
increaſe ever ſince you have been born, an@ 
do yet encreaſe every day with your age, 
haye preceeded your birth, and are more 
ancient than your ſelf. 

You have begun to live, but you have not 
begun to mind, your ſelf; Before the begin- 
nings and before time, God was, and you 
were loved. Confideralſo, you who were 
innothing , of what fashion you are taken 
thence,and with how much honour are you 
come out of that cternal reproach when he 
was fain to produce you in the perſon of the 
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firſt man. The Creator made Heaven and 
Earth, that is to ſay , two Worlds and two 
Paradiſes, and has not made them but for 
you. 

The top ofall favours is, that he hath not 
made you but for himſelf; and that he has 
not given you a Being but to the end that 
you may be eternally united to him : having 
even willed, that the moſt Divine employ 
of his Eternity, which is to know and to 
love God, should be the employ of your 
time and your mortal life. 

Oh unſpeakable favour! Oh Soveraign. 
and infinit honour ! But it is very terrible 
thing, in this ſoglorious life, that each mo- 
ment , where you live without any love of 
God, isa moment of fin, and that all the 
momexts of fin and ingratitude, $hall be 
reckon'd and examined at the hour of your 
death. 

\f God hath begun by fayours, he will finish 
[| by judgement. | 

He who ſeeks you ſo many years to 
ſave you, will ſaddenly call you to be 
judged : and the buſineſs ofhis juſtice shall 
be, when you s$hall be betore his eyes, to 
conſider in your perſon, what comes on his 
partand on yours, what he hath done in 
you and what you have done there , and are 
yet doing this day. 

He will compare your ations with his 

-* OWN, 


___—_—_—_—_—___—__ — —— 


forthe chidud? af the Conſcience, 13 
Own » and he will oblige | 
your Conſience itſelf ro «Addacet in ju- 
ompare them- , and to dicium fivebas 


. ontemplate the works of zum . ſive mas 
. his Holineſs, and the works /um ir. 
| 


of your Malice aſſembled 
In one and the ſame heart. 
Compare them from henceforth, and de 


5 t the feet of the Croſ:,before your Redeem= 
y 2r and yGur Father , what you will dothat 
: day before your Judge, when that you shall 
| 


ſce the truth written in the Book where all is 

written, 

n. Conſider that this is a Mercy which has 

C but=run your merits, | 
Ingratitude which hath follow?d Mercyy 


f Fand which hath been conceived in the midſt 

e df favours, ; 

Cc Juſtice which examins the-good and the 

r evil, which weighs the goodneſfles of God 
and the fins ofman, and whoin the aneand 

h he other fees nothing but Infinite. 

In fice, it is an eternity where ſinnersshall 
O 


never ceaſe.to be ſinners and proud, and 
here the Judge hall neve: ceaſe to be juſt - 
here his Holineſs shalt- be the meaſure 0b- 
is anger , his anger infinitely. offended 
be meaſure of their pain , and his infi= 
ite beauty which they shall neyer ſee ths 
ealure of their deſpair, : 


"8 Iſfay 


» 
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UT Iſfay too much in a Subje@, where'is leaf 
| l need of ſpeaking, The-whole:Hitory of mani V' 
if; Qeedsbut theſe tour words: * W 
+>  Hispleaſures hall end. cc 
&  HisaCtionsshall bejudged. fi 
His fins$hall be punished. 

'18& His pains shall be eternal. th 
+". Thereis , not only whereofts6 read but toll fi! 

W 


contemplate and meditate. W hat opinion 
foeyer the World hath of an able man, if h 


thas not-yet begunto meditate thereupon, he 
Has not yet begun tobe wile. ſp 
F Youth and Folly think only on the mY 

ru 


Ht... Sdentitime. Avariceon timeto come , fo 
$- denceand Policy remembers often what pal- 
ed yelterday, and foreſees what will happen 

tomorrow : true Wiſdom looks on one ſide, 7 


even to the beginning of time and the crea 

* tion ofman; and on the other fide ,to death 
and eternity , and from theſe two diſtant ex- 
:txeams it makes its time preſent, andgive 
them thoughts of this day. 


V. MAXIME- 


2 $#hes the wicked man cometh , then cometh alſj 
contempt, Prov. 18. | 


F  PARAPHRASE. 
2 Hat which hinders you from-making 


ſerious on Chriſtian truths, and m_ | 
m - 


for the Condut? of the Conſcience. 'ﬆ5 
makes you {light the buſineſs of your con- * 
va ſion, as leaſt ofall the affairs of a Man of _ 
wit and quality, is the cultome that you have 
contracted of living diſorderly and not refu- 
ſing any thing to your paſſions 

This unhappy cuſtome is the bottom of 
that Gulf from whence it 1s rare to ſee any 
ſinner go out and to enter again into the 
ways of repentance and lalvation. 

It is nevertheleſs neceſlary to go out from 
thence. The Holy Fathers, and the fathers 
ſpiritual will tell you means ; One of the 
belt is that- which So/omorn preſents you in the 
following Maxime. 


VI. MAXIM. 


When I perceived that I could not '0therwsſe 0b- 
tam her, except God gave her me , I prayed 
unto the Lord and beſought him with my 
whole heart, Wild. 8. : 


PARAPHRASE. 


D Efiring to obtain grace to overcome 
my evil habits, and to live bohily, I ad= 
a1 dreſs my ſelt to God, and [have asked it of _ 
bim with all my affeftion , and with allthe F 
—_— that an ardent defire could prod= 
Uce. | 
Steep*d in tears and profrate before His 
Altars, where I heard bis voice which called 
B 2 me 
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me to repentance, I ſaid unto him : O Lord, 
hed into me that Wiſdom and Light which 

makes Man fee that beauty of vertusg 
which isin thee. Thou commandeſt me to 
be chaſt and devout : give me devotion and 


chaſtity , and then command what thou 
 Pleaſelt. | 


REFLECTION, 


H Ope not to receive theſe ſorts of tavors, 
 * * nor any other , ſpiritual or temporal, if 
you ask them not.. Without prayer, there 
will be nochange of life. You would have 
Grace, which «gives the firſt power to be 
Cbaſt » but according to the ordinary Laws 
of Wiſdom , you shall not have it but by the 
I -meansef Prayer; Gracegives the willto be, | 
* + -and to accomplish effeually this good 
© $ deſire. | 
 Inlike manner hope not forthem,, if you 
ask them not ſtrongly and with an ardent 
and ſincere affection. 
- .. To pray to God feebly to have pitty on 
your miſerable life, is to pray him todefer 
--punishing of you ; to the end that you might 
defer turning tohim, and this teſtifies that | 
you fear that he hears you not, becauſe you 
fear, to break the chains which tye you to the 
,Creature', and to love nothing more 
then it, { 
5 God 


for the Condull of the conſcience, 13 - 
God would, when we pray Deprecatus 
ue Wo him, that our bowels them- (,,, ;num ex 
to Wſelves should bave a voyce, wy pracor- 
nd Wand that thereshould bein us js © 
ou Ma Divine fire , which should 
Weive to our groans, the force tomount up! 
to himſelf, and to follow him as far as his ju- 
ſtice would make him fly, that he might not 
hcar us. | 
rs, God would be purſued, ſolicited, impor- 
, if ſtoned; Follow Him, preſs Him , be impor- 
re Yeunate and be conſtant ; Fear nothing, but 
ve Wetting your ſelfbe overcome by his refuſals, 
be od your not perſevering. C 
ws Z. Hope in- his Word asthe Eriamſs occide- 
he P4ints haye done againſt 755 me, in ipſ® 
be, £ope itſelt, andin deſpight ſprrabo. | 
od Wet deſpair. Tell him when you ſee him 
ith a {word in his hand:toſſacrifice you to: 
is wrath, and when you ſee the ſword thruſt: 
nto your Heart, that from the boſom of: 
Death, even to the gates of Hell, you walk 
adore his goodnels, and that you will yet: 
pect fevour, and you may be aſſured of 
1s ſuccours. 
Say that the way to perish, is to fly when. 
ethreatens 5 That there is no place fo ſure 
during in wrath) in the World as to be: 
ear him: that it is the only way where the: 
Micted, ſinners, and the dead, can find ſafe-- 
Y3 4d quem ibimus? Verba vitae aterna habes, 


—_ 
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] am a finner, Iam mortal, where sh2ll I go ' 
too but to thee ? 
Confets that he can do all , that hes the | 
Maſter, but maintain, that as ell po werful as. * 
he is, he cannot reſiit the ' 

Indignem , o&rc. Prayers of the humbleand 
In te Dome afflicted : and ſince all is | 
ſperavi; now putrotruſt before him, de. | 
confunda in fire him to regard you with. 
erernam. out Þitty and to abandon a 
heart who ſincerely con. ' 

des in hisprotection and love, 
Talk boldly and ſay with the Canaznitish ' 

- Woman, that he ought to be no more cruel, 
nor morepittyleſs towards you,then Maſtery . 


roward; the lictle Dogs of their houſes 3 that 


you ask-not but the Crums of his table, as the | 
reſt of the Saints, Speak as this Woman 
who knew well how'it was neceſfary to ſpeak 
toaGod. Alchough he calls youan impor- 
tunate Body, although he pu>h you back and 
' bids you to'get. out, - St2y , Faſten your ſe'f 
to his feet, and declare to him, there you will 
be ſolong as that he hath either punish'd im+ 
Portunity with death, or heard you. In fine;: ; 


do well by your holy violences , as that you [i 


may draw from his heart the lovely word 
which hath comforted ſo many finners, and 
which may oblige yon to ſay : O Muler , 
'  magnaeſt fides tua, fiat t1bi ſicut vis. Matt.15. | 
- Thouaſtonisht me , oh infidel! Great is thy | 

| $4 2 Con» 
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for the condut? of the con feionce, "TP 


confidence ! be gane then in peace z 
thou wilt shall be done, 


The glory of a mortal Prince isto prevent. 


petitions and to give before they ſpeak to 
him, The Glory of God is to expect that 


you pray to him, and he1is ſo mych the more 


liberal, as he lets you pray 4nd weep long 
before hegrants. His kizdnefs doth in ſome 
ſort ceaſe to be ſuch, when they come too 
ſoon : His favour 1s not-petfectly favour , 
nor perſeyerant, but when it happensafter 
defres which have along time continued, 
T:ke good heed of yielding to his firſt re 
fuſal, and your retiring as {oon, either by 


deſpight, deſpair, or cowerdife. This has. .* 


been the miſery of thoſe who have obtain'd 
nothing. The true: ſecret to ſucceed well, 
ts to be importunate, 

Our importunity pleaſeth him, aſmuch as 
it is unpleaſant to men. 
when we ask fſpiritua] favours, that we deſire 
ardently , and: when we ask temporal fa- 
yours, it isaſign, we would obtain them 
from him alone, and that we renounce all 
other hopes. Both the one and the other 


J teftimony can do all, on his Mercy and on 


his Juſtice. He ſees in our continual and 
importunate Prayers, the proofs of a filial 
confidence, Which opens his heart. and ilt 
finitly pleaſeth him, 
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| VIT. MAXIM, 
Truft in the Lord with all thine heart. In all 


thy ways acknowledge (im, and he sHall di- 
" red#thy paths, Prov. 3. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Stablish your hopein God ; truſt your 
_- affairs to his care and goodnefs); look 
on him in all your aCtions.and keep your 
* hearts always leaning on him. lt is the beſt 
and molt excellent Maxim that you can take 
and the firſt that you ought tohave to cone | 
duCt you well, and to make you do wilely 
. and bappily what you baveto do. 1.9 
« Whilſt that. your eyes shal] contemplate 
bim with confidenee and love, he shall hold 
you by the hand, and:you shall march with- 
- out fear. Eh of | 


REFLECTION. 


wW E ſee: many miſerable ones in. the 

World, becauſe we-ſee there yery 
few who are willing tc confide in God. 
 Thereis nothing that has been oftner pro- | 

-miſed us , then that God- will help thoſe 

- whoſe hope is only in him :-andthere is no- 

- thing thatweare leſs wil'ingtotry. 

We ſtay our ſelves fomtimes on him, but 

as Saint Peter on the Water , doubting, 

w—_ | whether 


7 6 
— » 


for the Condutt of the Conſevemte, > "Wh 
whether he will have power or will to beag ©? 


us up. | +, 3 
We love rather to truſt to the favourof - 


the Creatures, and to ſeek our reſt, in relying, 
on them andtheir word. But, as ſaid-1/aiahy. 
Iris to trult to feeble reeds and cruel, who by. 
heir hidden points pierce the band of hina 
holeans on them. es 
The Crearures are deceitful, they haye no: 
rength to ſupport us, butthey have where= 
ith to betray and deſtroy us. | | 
Their acceſs,and manner of receivingonse' 
Ss magnific , giving. us great hopes. But 
heir frit preſent, are Promiſes : the ſecond, 
xcuſes: the third, Slanders: the fourth, 
[reacheriess. ESR | 
Y There's, that ordinarily the friendship: 
Of the World-ends, and nothing makes us 
push nor lament more, then. having be-, 
eved , hoped and loved , becauſe we are* 
hereby always deceived; and that it is fron 
erfidious hopes , and blind friendship , that: 
tronts repentings, and deſpairs come. 
Theſe three things, To Believe, to Hopes 
Wnd to Love, which are tbree Theological” 
ertues ,: and three: ſovereign perfeCtions- 
hen they regard, God » arethree frailties,” 
nd the three moſt shameful vices of the 
irit of a Man', when they regard the” - 
atures, When that we put our confi-. 
Icein the Word of God; and yetremble- 
= B5; B63 os  noKk 


—_ & 


"» 
ao” 


a& Yhe Council of wiſdom 


that can shake us. We walk ſecurely amidit 
the dangers and diſorders ofthe World; and 


movable Rocks, God is under who doth 
ſtrehgrhen the whole and bear us up. Burt 
affoort as diftruſt makes us tremble , the reſt 


us but bottomleſs pits who open themſelves, 
and who shew us Death and Hell, 

Saint Peter accuſed the Tempeſt in the 
danger where he was: our Lord accuſes not, 
but his' Fear, When we begin to perisb , 
we betake our ſelves to the Tempeſt, ro 
fortune, or to the malice of men , and we 


Winds fior averted the misfortunes. 

God who ſees the Truth Herakes himfelf 
to nothing but to onr little Faith, He asks 
n3 wherefore we Haye doubled his word and 
his love, and wherefore we have trem- 
bled. Modica fidei, quare dubita/ti? 


VIII, MAXIME. 


. * Son of 1he moſt High, Eccl, 4. 
. PARAPHRASE. 


of bgiog of the nutaberof the 


- 


Shakesas ſoon ; and we ſee nothing a round- 


Er ee . —_ 


| aime at Salvation and the happi« | 
nels Pre- 
elit. | 


not in our-ſelyes there is nothing withous | 


we are on the waves as on the moſt im- | 


a:k God wherefore be has not appeaſed the | 


Be thou mercofull, and [othou shalv be am the | 


the | 


for the toudu#R of the tonſtience: 27 
deſtinate and ot the Childrenof God, bear 
the mark of the Elect ,. and chule tor your 
particular vertue to be charitable 'toward 
thoſe thatſuffer. ; 


REFLECTION. 


Here is herein, as well true Devotion: 

as true Nobilily, and true Courage 
Theſe threeeminent qualities have but one 
mark to make them known, Their com« 
mon CharaQer, is to have Non deſes 
Magnanimous good will, a Plorantibus in 
fincere and adiſtintereſted confo/ationi. E8 
inclination to pleaſe others ©#m merenibug 
and to comfort them in embula. 
their pains, If this be not Eccl. 7. 
the CharaCter of your ſoule and if this yer» 
tue diſpleaſe you: , you are not aman of 
honour , nor a man of quality, nor a mart 
of devotion and of Conſcience, nay, not 
a Chriſtian, People call you what they 
pleaſe; God. whoſees all, will call you ar * 
Infidel and a Reprobate. 

The law of Chriſtianity touching mercy 
and Charity- regards you fo much the more 
by how much the more power you have , 
and by' how much the higher rank you - 


2 


are in, 


Do not onely know the Priviledges of 
your Nobility, or of your charges, know _ 
allo your dutiyes ; 7" ane barn 
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has. not_ elevated you above. other : men, 
either in a Citty or in a Country, but as 
he hath elevated the Sun above Mankind: 
. tobetheir univerſal BenefaQor, 
* Your grando and your power in that 
Country, 1s no other thing but an obliga- 
tion to protect the innocent and ſupport the 
weak: ſo many miſerable ones as you ſee 
there; they are ſo.many perſons unto whom 
you owe your ſuccours and good offices. 

our caresand yourtime are nut your own, 
- What you have and what you are belongs to 
them : Your life its ſelf isa preſent which 
God. hath made them » it*s nac to be em-. 
ploy?*d but to ſervethem. Help thoſe that 


injuſtice and jealouſly perſecutes , whoſe: 


cries and complaints you hear. 
Have the courage to de-- 
, Libera eum liver them from the oppreſ- 


qui injuriampa- fion of the proud , make. 


* #iturdemanu your Arm ſtrong to take 
 fuperbi, Eccl.4, them out of their hands, 


Prefer no other buſineſs be-- 


fore that. and be not atreſt, but when good 


ve and have authority, 


\ Glve audience to the poor without vexa- 
mon, without impatience and without {lan- 
ger. Permit them at leaſt to ſpeak to you,and 
add not to their aflictions, the ſadneſs of 
being refuſed and. ſeeing tbat one. is even 


IH away 


ople shall be ſo » in thoſe places where you. 


for the Eondud of the Conſcience. 2 | | 


angry at the knowledge of their. pains. 
Hearken to them., and benot fo cruelas to: 
refuſe them a word of conſolation. Atrleaft 
let there be ſome ſweetneſs in your eyes, and 
believe not, that this were to abaſe your ſelf, 
and to forget your Rank; to regard theaf- 
ficted and to permit them to lament before 
Ou, v 
: Deal- with God: as his Congregation? 
Slave, With the Simple pauperum affa- 
as your Brother. With the bilem te fauto, 
Proud as your Maſter, Keep & magnats hue 
your Rank by theſe Raile milia caput 
your ſelves above the inlo- tunums Eccl. 4, 
lence of men , but abaſe 
your ſelves under the powerful and Divine 
Majeſty : Be humble before him who hath: 
made you great ; adore the hand thatcan de- 
troy you; Have pitty of the miſeries that 
may be common to you. And do not deſpiſe* 
the Tears. which you 1ee run from eyes that 
reſemble yours. | 
Be you aot in your Pro- Notzeſſe ſicut 
Vince. or in your Landasa /eo in domo tus 
Lyon, which tears what he evertens dome. 
meets there, Be ashamed: ftiros, & oppri- 
that your Family should-pe- mens /ubdites; * 
rish,becauſe you live: That Eccl.4. 
your Houſe should be un- 
happy becauſe you are the Maſter , andthat., 
thole wbo dwell with you , should- not dwell 
CT: B 7 © there 
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there, but as the damned, and were not there T 
but to ſuffer the furies and folliesof a Devil, | » 
that poſſeſſes you and acts you. S gl 

Live after that manr er that a man of ho. fa 


nour and vertue oughtto live in a perpetual 
evennels of ſpirit preſent to your ſelf, atten- 
tive to your buſinels; at peace during the 
ſeveral motions of fortune, equitable and 
courteous towards your Domeiticks , offi. 
cious towards your Friends, charitable to= 


| wards the Poor , obliging towards all the th 
World. th 
| Seeyounothing more fine in your riches bl 
{ and dignities, then being able to ſerye a ar 
| greater number of perſons; andjudgethat ar 
| theſervices and ſubmiſſions that men pay to- all 
"you; and the friendships which all compa« wi 
|& nies expreſs to you , are nohonour to you». W 
| and they are unjuſt, if you endeavour not th; 
| to do more good then they do you , andif 
ou love not at leaſt aſmuch as you are ho 
|  Joved, | 
1 thi 
IX. MAXIM, £ all 
| A mans pride shall bring him low , but honous __ 
| - 'sbB upheld the humble ſpirit, Prov, 2g. _ 
& ” | 
| PARAPHRASE. = 
Lory fecks humble ſpirits, and though be 
(oy whey hide themſelves, i will Egd them. bn 


The 


TH) "IE 


for the Condut? of the Conſcience. ' 27 


The ambitious who ſeek it shall bz humbled; 
| Whoſoever would raiſe himſelf by prides 
| s$hall find nought but what he flyes, be shall 
fall into reproach and there be $hall perish. 


REFLECTION. 


|| N this there hath not been excepted, nei / 
ther Men or Angels : The moſt lovely - 
are the moſt deſpiſed and hated aſſoon as 
they become proud. Inſolence mixed with 
their perfections and their vertues, form 
thereof,and I know not what-that is intolera= 
| ble. That which in a dead man is rotteneſs 
| and ſtink, pride is in immoral ſpirits : they 
. arCevery where inſufferable; they are not at |! 
. all regarded in Heaven , and on Earth but - 
with horrours both the one andthe other 
World conſpire to ſcorn and to hate + 
them, | 4 
The conſpiration 1s not leſs common to 
honour humility. 
| Theadmiration of men, the friendship of + 
the Angels, the favours of the Son of Godz 
all the gifts ofthe Holy Spirit, and all the ko- * 
nours of' time -and eternity , are for the 
hamble. There are not now 'amongſt us 
others Predeſtinate then theſe , weshall ſee © 
no other happy in Paradiſe, Grace and Glory * 
are their lot, The only and true ſecret, to: 
be honoured is to abaſe a mans ſelf, Spiritum * 


bumilem ſuſcipret gloris, : 
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Fat Thetouncils of the Conſcience 


| know well what you are, Youshall not learn 
' 16.in reading of Books, nor in hearkning to 


and make you to comprehend it. Askit ; 
You 5hall be humble af{oon as you hearken 
'to.'tt, and that you giye your ſelf the leaſure 


-5Y it will oblige you to believe and cone 

61s. 

| : Humility wholly conſiſts in ſaying from 
the heart, and with a devout and fincere ſen- 


fin , frailty and corruption : and allthereſt 


{ Qualities; Theſe laudable qualities were not 
-the price of your vertue nor the work of. 
.your, hands, but the gifts of bis providence 


you many favours which increaſeyet every 
day, and your fins increaſe aſmuch as they : 
And that theſe are the two moſt remarkable 
things in your)ife; The one, that your mi- 
ſeries have not hindred God from loving: 
you tenderly and heaping of good things on 
Fyou ; The other that ſo many kindneſles 
and ſo muchlove has not hindred you from 
being unthankfull, but have been fo ever. 
fince you knew that ke loyed you, p 

G -. * : | a' 


.\To think meanly of your ſelf, learn and' 


Maſters: Your Conſcience-muſt tell it youz: 


to conſider, what it knows thereupon and: 


timent, that you are of your ſelf nothing but-. 
which is in your perſon comes from the 


Creator; And if you: had in your birth any. _ 
vantage above others and. any.. natural: 


and of his love: but in truth he hath done; 


for the condudt of the Conſeience. _ g Y 


Say that from the Heart, think it fincere- 
ly, and let your humble and reſpectful looks, 
your geſtures and motions, and all that gp- ' 
pears outward!y of you carry the mark'of 
this lowlineſs and of this inward contempt of 
your ſelf. 

Have in your converſation a modeſty, 
which were the image of your innocent and 
humble Soul: bave it in your Conduct at 
every occaſion and with every body. In 
any place that you are; live and ſpeak as 
a man who evidently knows bis own une - 
worthineſs, 

When that you are near God » at the 
time of Prayer and the Exerciſes of a devour 
life, if you would pleaſe him and deſerve 
that he should chuſe you to glorify you in 
his power » let your principal devotion be to. 
repreſentto him how much you deſerve that” 
he should contemn you. In contemplation 
of his truths ; confeſs yours: See your dark» 
neſsin his Light ; contound your ſelf, trem- 
ble and lament. Unto what condition fo- 
ever you may berailed by his Grace, never. 
ceaſe to adore him by all nullitys pro- 
per to a nullity that hath ſinned and ren« 
dred himſelf worſe and more miſerable 
then he was eternally when he was no-« 
thing. 

- When that. you are in buſineſs, during the . 
exercile of your A uthority, among — 
titude 


— 
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_ 


ticude of thyſe who ſeek after you and ho- 
nour you , if you woutd that they should do 
it fincerely , Shew them that you well know 
your (elf. 

Inlike manner, let it appear:on your coun- 
tenance and by the Condutt of your words 
and actions, that you are not ignorant, that 
in the midit of felicities and honours of for. 
tune, 2s in the middeit of the richneſs of a 
ſately Tomb, you are nothing but a sha- 
dow, or a little ashes hid there under : that 
you hold before them the Rank of a Judge or 


_a Maſter, but thit before God you have 


no Other but thit of Nothing and >ianer, 
Do not ſay ic with your mouth » it is 
enqugphto believer: but perfection is what 
Jhaveſaid , to believe it and think it ſo-welh 
that the thoughts of your Soul appear vitbly' 
marked in the madetty of your eyes: 
Theleare in effet thoſe thoughts, mark*d 


ini that manner, which have rendred gre.t ' 


men ſolovely, and ſopawerful over hearts, 
when they have feen the (weetneſſes of hu- 
mility joyned to the force of their wit , and 
mingled with the ſplendor of their textumphs 
and glorious ations. 

When you are in Companies where*tis 
rare to finda man who knows himſelf, and 
ſpeaks modeſtly and humbly, be ye humble, 
but rake heed, that you are noto by affetta- 
tion and vanity. 


for the Condut of the Con[Heuce. 31 © 


Do not boaſt , nor blame yourſelf : ob- 
ferve the Laws of Wiſdom , {ay not of your 
ſelf neither good nor evil. Do nor you cons 
ſider your ſex, as a more imperfe& man 
then others; but as a Nothing of which there 
is nothing to ſay , and of which you mult 
never ta'k. | 

Do notack one to ſlander you ; have only 
a care of being offended when one does.and ' 
endeavor tobe humble enough to deſire one 
Should do it : Praiſe not thoſe who ought to . 


be blamed ; content your ſelf to condemn no \ 


body. 

When you meet ſcandalous perſons ,- in» 
ſtead of contemning them , learn from 
them » how much you ought to be {lighted 
your ſelf , and look on. thern as a mir- 
_ wnich diſcoyer to you an important 
truth, 

The $hadow which you ſee at your feet, 
whilſt the Sun caſts its eyes on you and ene 
lightens you, what is itother then a figure 
which repreſents your body ſuch as it isat 
night, black and dark and fuch as it should 
always have been . if this Star had never ap= 
peared ? <7 

The miſerable wretches that you'find int 
this World, whilſt that God sheds on you 
his bleſſings. and chat he heaps on you happt- 
neſs and wealth ; What are they, but am 
hideous picture , where you are Ms 
'. fuck + 
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* ſuch as you would be, ifir pleaſed Divine 
Providence to abandon you ? ora 
" Say then, you who are rich and h2ppy and | Þe. 
who want nothing , when you fee onthe | gg 
ftraw a Begger cover'd with ſoresand diſea® | tha 
fes , dying of hunger and cold, ſay, Behold | gif 
my shadow, there is what I shou'd be, had ir 
not been for the particular goodneſs and care 
which God hath had'of me, 
' You whoare wile and devout, when you þ 
hear the ſcandalous life of an infamous fin- 
ner ſpoken off, {ay likewiſe , There is my 
- Shadow, 'tisthis that [ shouid ave been, and of 
this that I should be from this day , if my 
San withdrew its Light, and if bis Grace for 
fook me, | 
+ ""Itistruethatthe life ofthis Perſon is ſcan= || 6. 
# dalous and horrible: but it is your Image: 
E Humble your ſelves and adore the mercy || ,1.. 
of God, who hath done 'great things in 


| anc 

=_ | vet 
| X, MAXIM. . [a 
There shall no evil happen tothe juſt, Prov.1t tri 
PARAPHRASE, UC! 

He juſt and: devout man enjoys al. ple 


+ ways inwardreft, . There $hall be no' 
- accident which hinders him from keeping. Q 
himſelf in his duty and order, or excites £ 
— kimtodiforderly motions. | 


Fear 


> 


Fear and ſadneſs are ſtorms which mount 
Not to the region where he is elevated by 
grace, The noiſes $hall Eccho thither, but 
Peace $hall never leave him , and whilſt his 
Soul shall be peaceful,in matters little to him 
that his fortune were troubled or his affairs 
diſordered, 


REFLECTION, 


Ccuſtom your ſelf to look on all that 

happens, without aſtonishment and 
without tear. When affliction bappens fret 
not againſt God, and quit nos your deſign 
of being eternally faithful to him. 

Bear chaſtiſement with reſpe& and humi- 
lity , and let not your courage and your ver 
tue abate under the pain. Remember that 
God chaſtiſeth'thoſe that are dear to him; & 
as a Father never finds a Son more lovely, 
then when he receives correction humb 


and reſpeQfully : So likewiſe doth man ne- 


ver- pleaſe his Creator more then when beis 
humble, obedient 2nd faithful in adverſity. , 

There is no Man that endures not. No 
true Chriſtian that endures not with. pa» 
tience. No true Saint that endures not with 
pleaſure. 

The beginning of holineſs is to be calm 
and modelt under the hand of God when he 
8fflicts us: The perfection of it, is to be 
happy thereby , and to feel what the 
. Apoſtles 


_— 


for the Condut? of the Confrjence, | 33 : 


- 


hn 
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 Ibantgauden. Apoſtles tyed , when that 
yes 4 conſpefiu going from before their 


"Concilii 
digni ha 


part. 


uod 


Judges, charged with out-( 


fy ſunt rages and affronts, they glo- 
pronomine Feſu ried therein holily , and 
contumelian 


marched through the ſtreets 
as in triumph among(t the 
reproaches of Chriſt. 


There is, without doubt,the higheſt Eftate 
-of ſpiritual life: and I can ſay whichthe holy 
[Fathers, that it is to ſee, that which is the 
\moltfadmirable to behold in the new and 
powerful grace of the incarnate word, To 

ſee a man, who in the midſt of poverty, and 
-the ruines of his houſe, enjoy in his Soul an 
*heavenly reſt, and hath no other complaints 
to make to thoſe that viſit him , nor to the 
'* Angels who contemplate him , but thoſe of 
St. Pas/, when he ſuffered ; /aperabundo gate 
die, joy overwhelms me, it ſurpaſſeth my 

ns and my ſtrength, 

Other Saints bave had no other thoughts, 
they bave always ſpoken of the times ot af- 
fiction, as of the moſt happy and moſt de- 
fireab'e. 

Itis by afMiCtions that en Earth we reſem- 

ble our Crucified Saviour, that we equal the 
Martyrs in Heaven, that we ſurpaſs the An- 


gels in death. 
To die an 
tion of Divine charity- : and this- was the 


- 


d to ſuffer are the conſumma- 


(higheſ 


for the ConduB? of the Conſeience. 36 © 
higheſt ſublimity- of the glory of the Word 
made man, when he finished love onthe 


Croſs, among(t the pains ofdeath , thathe 


cried out, conſummaturm eſt, 

The Angels cannot arrive at this good 
fortune , your devout Soul may. Aſpire 
thereto , whilit you are mortal and capable 
of ſuffering, It is not enough to imitate 
the Angels, and tolove: Do that whichto 
them is unimitable; loye in ſuffering an 
dying. . 

At leaſt maintain your ſelves in this Con- 
dition by patience. That whilſt ſickneſs 
'and poverty , or other miſeries overwhelm 
you; let not your heart fink under itspref- 
ſures, and ſuffer not that the diſturbances 
and perſecutions in the World should 
Shake you » and bereave you ofany of your 
inward repoſe. | 

Above all have a particu- Noy contri/ta- 
lar care of not letting your - bit juſtum quid 
felt be troubled by thoſe ez acciderit. * 
pains, who have their firſt | th 
riſe within our ſelves, and whoare born of 
our [corruptions, as are melanchollies and 
ſcrupulous fears and the other torments ofa 
weak and a fearful imagination, The mot - - 
part of theſe hidden miſeries within us, ard 
lncurable''by humane induſtry ; are no 
other thing then an inward night of thick 
clouds where the Devil forms, Speregand 
'Vitons to affright us. "**Be 
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| Be not amuſed nor ſo much alarm'd as to 
.diſpute or fight with theſe chimerical mon- 
ſters.  Waitonly in patience thecoming of } as 
the morning, which deſtroy them all with. 3 yC 
out noiſe , and make known the miſtake of 4 it! 
your fearand diſquiets. I ſpeak of the Wiſ= & yc 
'dom of God, wh(ch after theſe ſorts of ob- ar 
{curitieshe implants in holy Souls. "8 fi 
Wiſdom is the firſt Ray of the light of (| ca 
, Glory ; and the true dawning of the day of } Ie 
| Eternity. 
; It is this Aurora that } Pc 
DofArmam diſperieth all the dreams, {} © 
' quaſe ante [ucer- fancies and ignorances in } Þl 
nam omibus tl- the Imagination of Man, 4 NM 
Iumino.Eccl.24. who shall re-eftablish rea- Þ tl 
ſon in its force and in its F, Þ) 
'Empire , which renders truths apparent | . 
Us which makes duty and vertue loved , which |} 
s rJelmplants courage , makes a coherence be- #1 
«tween the light. and our hopes, and which d& 
appears on our Horizon ; butto tell us, that | {© 
the Sun comes to us aſſuredly ; and that we F i 
-are of the number of the Predeſtinated who . 
Shall ſee him. t 
Far be it from"you to | ®” 
Non contriſia- abate by ſecret. perſecu- MW & 
bit juſtum quid- tions , or by the ordinary 
quid ez acciderit, accidents or tortune, to he tl 
| troubled or diſturbed, trou- I | 
ble not your ſelves, either at your finsor un- | 
toreſcen relaples, | . ., When | 


rx 
[@) 


_— 


for the Condu@ of the Conftiency, "op 


not amuſe your ſelvestocry and comiplany 
of | asa Child fallen intothe mire. Withdraw 


h. 4 your ſelf gently and help your ſelf in 


of 4 ſtretching your hand ro mercy who offers 
if. & you bis. Weep, but hope; hate your malice 
| and infirmity which haye rendred you's 
| ſinner; hut adore the Wiſdom of God who 
of | candraw hisglory , out of that shameful and 


of | reproachfuleſtate that you are 1n, 

Learn that the molt Divineaction of his 
hat | power and loye is to change into good the 
2s, } evil that you have done. Whillt that you 
in 4 blush toſee yourſelf, contemplate with ad- 
in, {I miration, the deſigns of Love and Grace 
ea- Þ that his Providence conſiders of, occaſioned 
its N. by your fault. 
ent Fear his juſtice and flee it but neyer avoid 
ich | it but by running to his goodnefs. . Beye 
be. 1} touched with compunction , without being 
ich {| dejected; be you reſolved togovern your 
that { elf better for timetocome, without bein 
we | impatient, or deſpairing from whatis paſt. 
who | Although true contrition burſts the heart, 

it has yet ſomwhat of ſweetneſs that bears it 
| to up, and which makes it known and diſtin= 
ca» WM guicheth it from a falſe repentance. | 
nary The two marks moſtcertain that weare in 
o he © th*tcondition God would bave have us, are 
rous BY Tranquility and Humility. Aſſure your ſelf 
-un- || bat every affair where there is too much 
[hen G carneſt= 


- F _ 


When you happen'to fa'l into any falt} "Jo | 'N 


* earneſtneſs, although it bethe moſt Holy, is | 

EMA Reth, intention to pleaſe God. TT | 

" . Inſpiration that cauſes diſorder in you, | 
comes not from the Holy Spiric. All grief F 
far ſin which carries you to defpair, comes ©. 
infallibly from the Devil; All mertification 
that renders you diſobedient and proud, is | 
the Council of your enemy. 

All bumility which makes you fear that 

_ thereis no pardon for you, and that God de- 
ſpiſeth your tears, is falſe and deceitful, it 
leads you toimpenitence andthe death of the 
prond and reprobates. 

Treat your ſelves the moſt mean!y and F: 
with che moſt ſeverity you can, Humble 

; Jour ſelf, and confeſs that Holineſs isabove 

. your courage, and that you are one ofthe 
moſt ſlack and ungrateful of men ; but haye 
fiot the humility of the damned and ſay not - 
that Salvation is above your might, 

Pray to God to give what he commands 
from you , and then offer your ſelf to Him, 
and pray Him to command all that he 
pale. 
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M AXIMS 


For the Condut of the Wit. 


V—— > - 


FIRST MAXIM. 


Buy the Truth and ſel] it not ; alſo Wiſdom and 


F) any thing that is nee, Be wite and 


Inſtruction, and Underſtanding. 'Prov. 23« 


PARAPHRASE, 


>=" Ndeavour to purchaſe, but take 
of # g00d beed you ſell not that which 
| & Ve is more worth than all the gold 
#1 nd (il;cr in the World. 

Buy truth , but don't rid your 
ſelf of Wiſdom : part not theſe two vertues, 
poſſeſs both the one and the other. 

Let Truth be in your words,and Wiſdom 
in your thoughts, when that you judge of 

ings, know them, and deceivencr your 
elf, When that you ſpeak, lye not and de 
eivethoſe that hear you. 

Think wiſely and ſpeak ſincerely. Inone 
vord , aſpire to the bigheſt and happieſt e= 
tate that the Wit of man may be ried unto. 

ave the courage to believe nothing, nor to. 


- be 
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be fincere, Veritatem eme, 0+ zoli vendere| 
Japientiam. 


. give 1s infinitely leſs worth then it, Fear 


REFLECTION, 


T. isa precious Grace , the grace of being 
il and not to yield to.the violences 
of injuſtice , nor to its flatteries, when it 
would engage us to tell a lye and betray our 
Conſciences. 

. Many have bought this Grace by their 
own blood , and havegiven for it what hath 
been moſt dear tothemin the World : And 
if you have it not as yet, ſparenothing'o 

urchaſle it at any rate. That which you $hall 


not todye, but fear tolive with the reputa 
tion ofa man without Word, and; wholove 
the Truth leſs th n a mortal life, and a mi 
ferable fortune, Eme veritetem. 

Grave that Maxime in your heart that 
wiſe Prince writ with his finger on the li 
of his Son; Rather dye then lye, Hate a yt 

more then death : and al 
Perbum mendax though in Company met 
Juſtus deteſia- call it, the molt innoc:1 
bitur. fin, and in the Palace, t 

moſt nec2{lary : yet doyc 
call it, the moſt shameful to nature, the mo! 
intollerable to a man of honour and Cor 


#gience. | | 
| $1nd 


vendere 


q for you, that Solomon ſaid to Prov. 17. 
{ the Kings , that whatſo- 
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ray our 


y their 
hat hath 
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ou shall 
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Sin 


forthe Condudt of the Wit i 4s 
Since that you bear'in ' Now deer” 
=_ Soul the [mage of the principemw wer= 
ruth of God, Take that bum mentienss 


ever ornament you can give to a lye , it 
1s very indecent in your 
mouths, | Conſcendam , 


It becomes none but the ero /imilis Ale 
proud Angel who choſe it 2/imo. 
for his character, and who 
began by it, when he would render himſelf 
the horrour of nature; and transform him= 
felt into a Devil. IH 

The firſt propoſition he | 
made to the Angels in Pa= MNequaquem { | 
radice wasa lye. The firſt morte morieris, « © 
word he (pike en earth, eritis ficus Di, 
was another lye that he Gen. 3, 
made to the Man. 

The firit thought he had at his entrance 
into Hell, andthe fi-{t deFgn hetook there 
to revenge himſelf on God, was to lye eters 
nzlly. Ard the firſt promiſe that he made 
FimlelF, to comfort him in his pains, that all 
Men should lie alſo, and that he would find 
a means to ſpread his fin and his own cor= 
ruption as far as the hin of the firſt Man. 

An enterprize, alas, wherein he has been 
toolucky , and wherein he ſucceeds this day 
lx thouland years! Who is the Man that 

C 3 lies 
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lies not ? Children do inthe Cradle. The 
Philoſophers and holy Men , in the Schogls 
of Wiſdom , and even on the Throne of 
;Iruth : Men do it inevery condition and 
every age. Among all thoſe who have fin- 
ned in ./Adzm and who have been able to 
ſpeak , there is not one who, has nct lied, and 
who hath not born on his tongue this Image 
of the Devil. 
Leave it not upon yours. 
Remove a teos Tear away all the remains 
pravum & de- of this unhappy inclination: 
#rahentia labra detelt this fatal fin, Poli. 
fint procul ate, ticians make it their ſtudy, 
Prov. 4. many make it their paſtime 
Viam pravem and otiners their trade. 
& os bilingue Make you of it what all 
Geteſtor. Pros. gicat Men have, the abo- 
g:ination Or your heart: 
loak upon it as the unworthieſt crime » and 
the moſt infamous accident which can hap- 
ntoa noble Sou]. 
Burtif it be shamefu] tolye and deceive, it 
is noleſs to be deceived by lyars. Freedom 
( or openheartednets ) and {incerity are ver= 


. rues ofgreat price. Poſſeſs chem ; bur. to | 
. have them don't ſell prudence. 


"Tis alight as neceſſary as your eyes, keep 
it well and conſider that you live in the 
Night, 

Treacheries, prxcipices and darkneſs are 


on | 
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for the Condut? of the Wit. 47 ; 
on the Earch. Tread not thereon without 
being inlightned and ſeeing where you ares . 


and what is about you. 


You ſee there abundance of giddy 
fires and lighted exhalations , take heed 
you take them not for torches : and mark 
that , among your Maxims , T hat the mis- 
fortune or affront moſt to be feared of 
humane Wit , is to follow counterfeit lights 
and to be made the ſports of cheats and 
Hypocrites. 

Know thoſe men who treat with you or 
who approach you: have the skill to read in 
their heart, when they ſpeak ro you : and by 
things they tell you, to underſtarid thoſe 
which the diflemble. 

Diftinguish true mode- Quanto ſubmi- 
ty from the falle , and do. /erit vocems ue 
not ſuffer your ſelf to be credderis ez. 
ſurpriſed, faith So/omon , by quoniarm ſepren 
a {orr of people, who under nequi-1e ſunt in 
their modelit looks , and corde zllius. 
their ſweet and devout Proy. 26. 
VoiE2S; Carry 1n their Souls, 
ſeven forts of Poiſons to ched into yours, _ 

Know what a prudent man in buſineſs 
ought to know , and all that he ought to 


| know, to keepar each-meeting and in each - 


company, the rank of a Man of honour , ite 
capable to deceive or bedeceived, | 
At leaſt be not ignorant of the four moſt 

| C 4 ne» 


1 
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* _ meceſlary things, though ordinarily the meſt 
unknown and the mott hidden. Your own 
defects, the thoughts of Men, the ſecrets of 
\Nature and Truths of God. E 

We have within us, by the benefit of Pro- 

vidence and Grace , Torches to help us eaſi- 

ly toknow and diſcover thoſe things. 

We know our defeCts and miſeries by the 
Light of Conſcience. ] 
he thoughts and intentions of Men , by || ©. 


. Experience and Judgement. of 
' The ſecrets and wondersof Nature , by y 
the Light of Philoſophy, 


, In fine. The greatneſs of God"and the |} ,, 
—_— of Religion , by the Light of | + 
aith. 

But the happineſs to which you ought to n 
aſpire, is that Wiſdom should bethe fifth and 
Soveraign. | | 
For as theſe Torches may 

Non extinguz- ſomtimes go out, the em- 
tur in zoe /u= ployment of Wiſdom is to 
cerna ejus, keep them always lightned; N + 
Prov. 31. and tohavea care, thatthe N ,, 
| | day be never wanting to us 
during this night and ti:eſe dangers, 

I fay too much if you will meditate , you be 
* S$hall findallin theſe two words: Yeritatenfſ c. 
> * eme,( noli venaere Sapientiam. _ 
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for the ConduB of the Wit, 45 
Il, MAXIM, 


Be not Wiſe in thine own eyes. Fear the Lord 
and depart fromevil. Proyetb. 3. 


PAR APHRASE. 


E not wiſe, in ſuch ſort as can make 
none believe that you are wile but yous 
ſclt, and do:not mske to your felfa Wiſdotny 
of which you would be the Author, andthat 
you would draw from your own Wit. 
Remember thzt there is noother butthe 
ancient and true , which is to fear God, and 
to doncthing contrary to the Lawsof o—_ 
ſcience and Reaſon, | 
REFLECTION, 
3$ Et it neverenter into MNe is ſapiens 
your mind , that you apud ftemes 
area man-ofmerit. ' Be you rpſum. 
the only perlon , Who nei- 
th.r knows > nor- ſpeaks of ycur gwn 
worth 
Whoever knows that he's wiſe , shall ngt 
be ſo long; #nd aff60n as he ſays he is, hes 
fo no" longer 3 and prrhape never zball' be 
more. 
Min ought to beig ignorant of bis perfeRtic 
ons , at leatt be Qught not to conlider them, 
C5 vince 


F 446 Tre Councils of Wiſdom | 
* Bince that we are ofa ſpiritual nature , it 18 
neceſlary that our actions of efteem and | 
riendship should regard ſome body beſides | 
our ſelyes. 
Let us be affraid of pleaſing our ſelves, for 
fear we pleaſe none but our ſelves; and if 
we would be loved , have a care of being ſu- 
ſpected, to believe that we ought to be ſo. 
In fine, our eye and our tongue, are no 
more for us, then our heart. To ſpeak of our 
ſelves is no leſs folly chen to ſpeak toour 
ſelves, To look on a mans ſelf is ſcarce 
more worth, then tolovea mans ſelf, and 
perhaps , it is as dangerous for one to know, 
Tthathe hath ſomwhat good in him, as to be 
ignorant of what he has that's evil | 
It is of the yertues and beauties of our | | 
Soul,as the deformities and nakednefs of our 
Body, we ought to hide them from oureyes. { 
It is not a thing leſs criminal to fix the fight Y © 
on the onethen the other, All theſe aſpedts Y © 
amake immodeſt looks. . Bashtulneſs and 
honeſty turn' away from it , and nature 
equally blushes at them. 


IT. MAXIM, 


Seek not out the things that are too hard foſ * 
. Thee, neither ſearch the things that are abou ſ 
thy frength, Ecdel, 3. nÞþY 
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for the Conduct of the Wit. 


PARAPHRASE. 


* Ndeavour not to attain to that which is * 
% above you y nor to comprehend miſte= 
ries which arc above your underſtandings 
Content your ſelf ro know what God com- 
mands you and is _—y for your ſalva- 
tion. And touching his works natural, look 
on and contemplate what he expoleth there- 
of to your eyes. But undertake not ro 
diſcover , what he would should be unt- 
known. 


KY 


REFLECTION, 


He excellency and the skill of a fine 
Wit, when it contemplates this 
World, conſifts not in knowing and ſeeing 
better then others , which cannot be eicher 
ſeen or known, But better to know and better 
to admire what he doth ſee , and what Provi= 
dence hath diſcovered. _ 
When an excellent Artiſt confiders a piece 
of Painting publickly expoſed , he does not 
glory in ſeeing there , what was toothers ins. 
viſible. The ſimpleſt and: moſt ignorant 
ſee all the fine trokes in the workmanship 
aſmuch as he; but they ſee them not as he 
ſees them, | 
His advantage aboye them is, That in ſee» 
ing he remarks them , and by hisrefletions 


he knows and ſees tbat _ mind, which: 


” thoſe. 
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| thoſe ſee not bytheeyes ofthe body - and 
that which enters not into their blind under- 
 Randing, 

When a wiſe Philoſopher contemplates 
'the Sun and the Stars, and that in theſe in« 
Ccorruptible Lights he ſees ſome glimpſesor 
Shadows of the beauty of the Creator , he 
Tees nothing but what the Profane and 

. Atheiſts ſee clearly , and what they bebold 
a{wel] as he, 

But to behold and to look, isa ſmall mat- 
ter, the Eagles doit. That of importance is 
to obſerve and remark ; it 1s this , that 

. ungodly Men do no more then beaſts do. 
Theſe shadows of Divinity and otber mar- 
vels-which enter into their outward ſenſes, 
& gono further : Their brutish and ignorant 
Soul knows nothing thereof, 
” The part of a wiſe Man isto diſcover to 
"@his underſtanding all that nature diſcovers 
to his eyes. He ſees nothing that he minds 
Not. And it is in that, that conſiſts his difte» 
rencefrom other people, and all the glory of 
* "His knowingand ſublime Wir. 
Ir conſiſts not, as1 have ſaid, to ſee or 
know things impenetrable. That which 
Providence hath been willing to cover and 
$0 keep hidden,, is equally ſo for all men. 
Philoſophers who ſeck it, are neither learned 
Men, nox Artifts , but when they shall not 
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True Philoſophy is not toenquirez and - 
in queſtions where one mult ot neceſlity fay 
(1 know nothing on'r) thoſe who ſay it 
ſooneſt, and who do not ttudy twenty years 
to ſay it - are the moſt wife and moſt 


happy. 


IV. MAXIM. 
Thou 5halt not truff to thy own Prudence, 


PARAPHRASE, 


wW Hen you ſeck the truth , believe not 
your own ſentiments, nor do not 
rely on your particular thoughts. Fear what 
comes from you, and which is new, and 
take heed of making thereof, rules of Philo» 
ſophy and Maxims of Condu@t. 

Draw from your Prudence what Light 
you are able : but try it by Lights more 
Shining and ſure then yours. Whenitshall 
en'ighten you ; have other | Torches to 
enlighten that firſt and nevergoin the dark 
and near to prxcipices with it alone. 


REFLECTION. 


E innitaris prudentie tu#. A Lyar 
doth not always !ye, butit is always 
imprudence to truſtto his word: Although 
our reaſoning ſomtimes doth not deceive 


C 7 Usz 
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us, we never fail to be blame worthy when 
we hearken to'it,and that we take for certain | 
truths, What we know not but from it | 


alone. 

This particular rea{oning is not in man, 
but to betray him and to lead him to his 
ruine. *T is 1t, that produces ignorances, er- 
rors, impicties , falſe Religions, falſe Philo- 
ſophers, and that forms theſe by paths and 


deceittul ways where we ſee many people to ! 


wander. 

Some enter into theſe ways by ſimpliciay : 
but moſt by pride; They believe that Wil- 
dom & Juſtice would that they went on that 


ſide, becauſe their own reaſoning leads them 


there, 


guing, and wile Men by reaſon, 


None will profit by the misfortunes of ! 
others; Although each Philoſopher, during 
the diſputes cry with all the endeavours of | 
his voice to warn his friends that their rea- | 


 foning deceives them ; each will believe 
that his will not deceive him ; and each hears 
it as his Maſter: there is no authority that 


overweighs their own ; nay,even of the Go- 


nor experience. 
The Proud reſpect nothing but this unhap- 
py prudence, and it happens more then once 
1D an age 2 thatalitile Philoſopher under- 
d! Sartbbe_-- 


But they follow a ſtrange guide. Beaſts | 
are lead by their paſſion. Fools by their ar. Þ 


for the Condudt of the wie. 5x 7 


takes to examine Religion, or tor eformthe 
Elements and overturn the World : be- 
cauſe *tis the dittate of his reaſoning ſo 
to do. 

A wiſe Man in reaſoning with bimſelf, 
according to humane thoughts has never 
learnt any thing certain, but that his arguing 
was blind; and that he never drew any other 
profit thence, then to ſay to himſelf. Ne a 
niarss prudentie tu, 


V. MAXIME- 


Wiſedom ſfaudeth im the top of the high places, 
by the way im the places of the paths, She 
crieth at the gates , at the entry of the City. 
Uzts you, O men ,1 call , and my voice is to 
the ſons of men, Proverb. $. 


PARAPHRASE, 


WW Ifdom ſpeaks upon the Mountains, 
and inthe high ways » at thegates of 
Cities, in the midft of the ſtreets, and in all 
places where ir finds moſt people. There it 
Infuſeth itſelf on the tongues of the people z 
and it makes uſe of their voices, tothe end it 
might make it*s felf heard afar off and to 
ſpeak more ſtrongly: Supra view in mediis 
femits. 6/19 _—/ 
It is there, that the curious who would 
learn it's DoQrige , and who aſpice tobethe 
Ton 
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Oracles of their Nation , and Maſters of 
Science in particular Univerſities ought to 
go. 'O viri, ad vos clamito, O Philoſophers, 
*ris to you that I direct my words, if you will 
be truly wiſe , come and hea:ken to me, 
when 1 teach truth in the aſſembly of men. 


REFLECTION. 


Hat one calls here the People is not 
| v,y a heap of litcle folk, but a mixture of 
all men who ſpeak naturally without ſtudy, 
and without artifice, and without a Con- 
du ofany acquired Science, and of any re- 
flection 

The voice of this People, and the voice of 
Wiſdom infuſed , or to (ay better , the voice 
of the inſtinct , which is impeccable, and 
which hath always been the truce Maſterof 
- Philoſophers , whereon conſider the 3. fol- 

lowing words. | 
;., 4: That our buſineſs during this life, 
when God has given us the Wit, isto ſtudy, 
" and:to apply our ſelves ro know the moſt 
hidden marvels of nature. | 
2. That the buſineſs of the Creator, from 
the day ofour births roteachrus himſelf and 
ta. engrave.on the chiefeft part of our Soul, 
the firſt principles , the chicf and fundas 
triencal Truchs ofthis nature! Philoſophy 
" .,3- That the bulineſsof the initinG , i5to 
= | make 


Ss W Leen 


for the Condud?t of the Wit, 53 


make thoſe ſo remote Truths to approach . 
to our ſenſes , that we may be the better able 
to know them. To = them on the tongue 
of people, and totell them tous by the gene» 
ral voice of all Nations. | 

What Nations ſay , and what they haye 
faid by common conſent in all 2ges they 
have ſaid it, being driven by this infſtin&, 
and who makes it ſay nothing , but what he 
finds written by the Spirit of God in the ſpi- 
ritofall Men. 

In one word, it is the voice of the Holy 
Ghoft in Chriſtian Theology, and the voice 
ofthe Conſcience in the moral, the voice of 
the inſtinct and of the people in the Phyfick. 
*Tis it, which pronounceth the decilions and 
decrees inconteſtible. 

The people are ignorant and blind but 
well led : It underſtands not what it ſays, but 
it ſpeaks Truth : and our glory in ra 
or in teaching is not to correct it, or ta ſpe? 
otherwiſe then it, but to explain its words, 
and to underſtand them , better than it un« 
derſtands thern it ſelf. 

It is on this public and univerſal voice, 
that the wiſe Philoſophers ought to ſupport 
their Science, Before arguing on ny viſt» 
ble thing in the world, they ought to interra» 
pate, this great Ignorntcalled, The people, 
and to hearken how they talk in the ſtreets, 
that they might know how they ought to 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak in th! Schools , to the end that upen 
that Anſwer . 2s on a Divine principle , they 


-might etablizh their propoſitions and the 


works of their particular DofEtrine. 


Follow this Council and ſtop at this Ma- 
-xim, whatſoever the bait may be that invites 


you to take others, do not quit It, 
If to be Author of a new in'sention , in» 


ſtead of building on the Earth, you would 


build in the Air, you shall build noting bur 
follies and ruins, If for the better ſetting of 


-new thoughts in order that cometo you, and | 


to form a wondrous Philoſophy , you think 
ir neceſſary to give the people the lye, and to 
fiy, The fire has no heat,nor the ſnow white- 
nets , nor other qualityz Thatthe Exrth is 


not immovable; That a Beaſt is noliving 


£ Creature; That the Soul of wan is not im= 


mortal : if you would that theſe shou!d be 


the principies contained in the great Vo- 
lumes of your marvellous Philotophby , all | 


your w orders shall be bat dreams of impies 
ties and IgNOrance, 


VE MAXIM, 


There 1s a way that - ſeemeth right unto a 
man , but tre end thereof are the WAY 5 of 


PARA. 


: 


s 
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T5 7 
PARAPHRASE. 


M Iſtruſt your ſelfand your own judge» 


ment : but don'c truſt all ſorts of pers 
ſons. Falſe Maxims and evi! Councils, en- 
ter eafily and ſweetly into the ſpirit. Fear 
them, and leave not your ſelf to be lead by 
men who go out of the common way. 
There are paths in the ſpiritual life which 
appear fair,& one ices therein many things, 
that make men believe , that they are short= 
eſt to arrive toholineſs; bur it is dangerous 
to follow them : and they are ordinarily 
thoſe, which lead [ooneſt and moſt certaialy 
unto death, 


REFLECTION. 


Ne ought not to be aſtonished , at 

# finding here below ſuck paths as theſe, 

ſince one finds there, proud Men and Hy- 
pocrites, 

The unavoidable blindneſs and common 
to all proud men, is to per{wade themſelves, 
that they ſee {pots in the Sun , errours inthe 
Doctrine of the Church, and abuſes in its 
Conduct. 

And that which is yet worſe, is, That dri- 
ven by the zeal, that the i/luſion inſpires 
them with , they undertake to wipe out theſe 


{pots 
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ſpots and to correct thoſe errours. Nothing 


which the hand of god has made ſeem to 
them finisht ; bur when they have changed 


_ ſomthing or that they have given the laft 
.ſtroaks therero. 


"Tis thence that all the changes in the exer= 


 Cife of Devotion comes that we ſo often 


complain of, and from thence all theſe par= 
ticular ways of repentance and ſalvation 
where each one runs, drawn by the ſplendor 
of novelty, and where each ſeeks to wander 
and to perish. 

There doth not appear preſently in thoſe 
ways, but of footſteps holy and right , ſeem» 
ingly marked by the rules of the Goſpel and 
by the 2Ctions of the Apoltles; But, Noviſſt- 
ma ducunt ad mortem. 

Novelty is a w3y that leads to the cldeſt 
fin, thit is, Apoltaſy, and to the laſt of evils 
which is impenit-nce an deſpair. 

The czuſe why ſo many fine people are 


ſeen in this way (© fatal , is that the Devil has 


alwzys gone there fir!t. 
All Devil as he is, he hath 1 know not what, 
which pleaſes the Woman whon he coun-« 


cerfirs the devout one, :jthough Heaven 


and Eirth could tellher , she mult run after 
him. 
And when the Woman is ſeduced, che has 


TI don'tkno'v what , that bewitches the rnan, 


Each man does what «dam did, T he wilelt 
runafter her, And 


I; 
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And when wiſe Men begin to wander 
and to looſe themſelves, there is then neither 
blind nor. fool that follows them not . and 
that believes not that it is Wi'dom to his 
tate them and to perish with them. 

One ſees people run from-far to enter into 
this dangerous way , and to go where exam=- 
ple and hypocriſy draws them. © Our Souls 
aretyed ro one another by certain inviſible 
chains andait is thereby , That the poiſon of 
the Serpent , without being abie to be ſeen 
or'ſtopt , ſpreads it ſelf in the hearts, and 
that it carries throughout corruption and 
death, | 
All the new fashions of ſaving ones ſelf, 
are the inventions of him who would that - 
the Saints should be damn*d. Eff via, que 
videtur homins rea ; noviſſima autem ejus du= 
cunt ad mortem - IT 


VII MAXIME. 


Inquifition shall be made into the Councils of the 
wpgodly, Wi1id. I. | 


PARAPHRASE. 


At the ungodly fear Men, although they 
fear not Ged ; When they have any 


doubts to propoſe, on the myfteries of Reli- 
gion. they propole them to themſelves, they 
ask ſecretly their ſpirit, from whence he 


knows 


' 
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knows: that the World bas been made by a 
Creator ; and that after Death there is a 
Judgement, a future Lite, an Hell, an Eter- 
nlty, &Cc. 


REFLECTION. 


: I ? He little queſtions of worldly Philo 
£. ſophy are not far from great, It is by 
theſe that one ſuddenly learns to render him- 


. ſelf a Maſter in Impiety, and to propoſe to 


his heart, and to his diſciples boldly , doubts 
{candalous and againit eternal truths. 

The Maniche who askt his friend . IF it is 
God who made the Flyes, is very near ask- 
Ing, if it is God who hath made Man. 

One Frederick, who asks of the Societies 
and Philoſophers of his Court . if the Birds 
are living , will quickly ask himlelt, if the 
Angels are fo, and if there are immortal 
Souls? 

It is fine in an aſſembly of the curious to 
do towards the ſouls of Bulls and Elephants, 
what they do about ftones when they burſt 
them, and to shew that under the falſe appea- 
rance of the'Unity, they are but multitudes 
of grains of ſand, andof heaps of duſt: But 
at the-rebound of theſe academic conver- 
fations, it is that the Democritus*'s and Metro« 


- Jorws's , have in their ſolitudzs propoſed to 


.heir Conſcience, other prouder tans 
| an 
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and to 'maintain to it, Thar all the great 


things of tbe Earth , andeven thoſe of Hea- 


yen , dreaded ſo much by people, are not- 
great Bodies, nor great Spirits, nor great Di- 
vinities : but great aſſemblies of lutle Na» 
things ; and that there are not in the uni- 
verſe three things truly united, as thoſe of 
Aroms and Nothings arrived to the laſt 
eſtate of an indiviſible ſmallneſs. 

Have a care, dangers are pleaſant to youth 
and folly. Be Wiſe, and follow not Maſters 
who to geeftablish their School on the brink 
of pr=cipices. 

Withdraw your felf as far from thence as 
you can, and although this brink ſeems firm, 
remember there are none but blind men, 
who will ſtay on a place where there needs 
but one puff of wind, todrive them tothe 
bottom of an abyſs. 

Itistrue, that thoſe who lead others into 
theſe dangers, when they explain themſelves 
publickly, have expreſſions and terms,which 
are like choice colours and proper to paint . 
innocence and truth on the gate of a Houſe 
where they are not: But their Philoſophy is 
no better. | 

To bewiſeand bold Philoſophers, or for 
us not to be.Criminals, is very little leſs then 


to ſpeak correctly,and not to ipeak any thing 
that one Can accuſe ; the point is, todoin 
luch fort , az that our innocent and unre- 
| proyable 
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' provable propoſitions may not give cauſeto 
believe, that our thoughts are worth no- 


| = is of Sciences, as it isof words. The 

moſt dangerous are the chaſteſt-, :and the 

moſt modeſt , when that under the vail of JF} 

their modeſty, they find themſelvesthe pro- 

reſt to convey corruption into the heart, 

and to make them underſtand, that they 

may think well of things , of which the 
Teacher durſt not ſpeak. 

i Have notthe curioſity , to knowthe way 

of your ruine, and gonot to School to learn 

. to perish, nor to learn thereto forget what 

you have learnt and known trom the Cradle: 

Have the happineſs to bear the eyident 

mark of a Soul well made, and ofa Wit well | ;@. 

F& brought up, which is not tobe pleaſed with pru 

 -.,any Doctrine , buttbat which ſerves you, to one 


know God, and helps you tolove him. __ 
m_ cilc 
VIIL MAXTM, t 

acti 


- The way of a Fool # right in his own eyes;Þ cil . 
. but ke that hearkeneth ts Council is iſt] of j 
Prov. 12. I 


PARAPHRASE. 


x \'He ſenſeleſs Man believes, that his 
Conduct is good. and he will have nd 
| othe 


_ . 


forthe ConduFof them: | v6. © 
other Judge than bimfclf, Thewiſe Man®! 
diſtrutts his own judgnient..” As he learns 
what he ought to believe, from the ſenti- 
be | ments of the. Church, ſo belearns whathe: 
he | ought todo on each occaſion , by the council 

| of Þ of his friends. Z< 9 i5ya0 


arty REFLECTION. 


the Here are but theſe two Ligkes 
þ pr Bees that we may beabletgy”” 
to follow ſafely , arnidit the darkneſſes wii 
ſurround us. | | can -- 
Thegreateſt Wits have gone aſtray T 
lowing themfelves. The meanct ad alive. | 
ignorant: have never done.it in folloawidh ©. 
the:Goſpel. When one hearkens to higowwy'i © 
prudence, for enlightned aſmuch ascana6s © 
one often fails of being bappy; in higgte>-*. 
tempts: But in the hearkeving tothe coums! © 
cil of friends, one is alvayspraiſe worthy.) : C3 
Fortune may trouble the ſucceſs of our 
ations wiſely managed', and with coun. 
eyes;Þ] cil , but it cannot rob us of the bonour 
»3/e,]| of it. | _ We: 
It is ſucceſs enough in a defign , togc-. 
quire the glory of having acted diſcreetly --. 
therein» and the reputation of being wiſe. / ; 
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The Councils of wiſdom 
IX. MAXIM. 
When he ſpeaketh fair believe bim not , for 


there are ſeven abominations in. his heart. 
Proyerb. 26. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Hen there is danger for Conſciences 
Vy ina City, and that there runs any 
naile, ofa new cont2gious Doarine , don't 
leaxe your (elf to be deceived-by its (weet- 
neſsnor its luſtre. Diſtruſt words that pleaſe 
you and devotionstbat aſtonish you , much 
ire. | A devout voice,a pale arid adejedted! 
| ance, a fimple and s reformed ha-' 
— words : yo CXCm= 
_ Dlaty and too apparent , are vailsproper to 
- caver. the natfon of Hell, oh they are 
" brought:inco company , and diſtributed to 


REFLECTION. . 


+ He primitive Chriſtians were excuſed, 
when they ſuffered themſelves to be de- 
ceived by appearances of holineſs, and per» 
hypswe ance ſe fome innocent women 
thi » When we ſee them admire the look 
of an 
former. —_ 

But fince one has known by ſix hundred 
F474 4.2--5 . LD years 


pocrite that counterfeits the Re- ' 


= s lng "Sl 
for the Condutt of the Wit. 63 7 
years experience , that the archeſt Hereticks 
and Anti-chriſts of each age, have begun. 
| their life of Seducers, by alife of Alms and. 
Þr | faſting, and by anextatick Devotion ; there 
rr. | can happen nothing moreshameful, to Ment 
of Witand Judgment,then to take a dogma=- 
tit or acheat, for a Prophet : and a)thouglhr 
he preach manifeftly againſt the Church of . 
es | God, to believe nevertheleſs that he comeg 
ny | from Heaven, becauſe hedoes Alms, makes 
n't | long Prayers, and bath the ſecret of painting 
et- {| modeſty on his countenance. . x": 
iſe Ne credideris ei , ſaith Selomos, whoever. 
ch |} he be that meddles with Divine myſteries, 
ed! | were he one come out of the Caves and'the 
ha-' | greateſt ſeverities; were he, as ſaith St. Pazh 
m- || an Angel deſcended out of Paradiſe;zwerehe, 
rto || as fait Saint Cyprian, a Martyr ſtretched ona 
are | wheel, and ſuffering for the Name of the Sg« 
1to | viour, all the pains of a cruel and infamous 
I death ; If from the top ofthis wheel , he wit=' 
nefleth , that there reſts in kis Soul an 
'. thoughts or opinions contrary tothe ſent» 
ſed,' | ments of the Church, heis an Apoſtateand a. 
de-' | Reprobate. You are one your ſelf, if you 
ere {| 1ender your ſelf his diſciple ; he damnshim-- 
new N{clt in dying the death of the Saints, and you . 
ook damn. your ſelf in hearkening 2 d.. 
Re- £to this Martyr of Jeſus Chriſt. Nec perveniet - 
Si occiſus pro nomine Chriſti, fue- ad Chrifts 
tit 6b witate dioiſus, coronari premis » : 


D 2 re 


64, The Counrils of the Conſcience 
relinquit Eccle= in morte non poterit, Whos 
fam Chriſti. ſoever believes not the 

+ Church » is out of the 
| Church , and whoſoever dies out of the 

Church, although .be die between the hands 
-of Tyrants, dies out -of the number of the 
Predeſtinated ones , he bath no portion 
among the Ele& ofthe Son of God. Alients 
eff, profanus eſt, hoſftis eſt: habere non poteſt 

Dewn Patrem , qui Ecleſiam non habet 
Atetrem. 

In one word, Fel; mi , ſaith the Wiſe man. 
Ji te laflawerint pecoatores , ut acquieſcas ew, 
Wharſovever ſweetneſs and whiteneſs there 
2in the Milk, take heed of taking ot it when. 
abey are poiſoners that give it. 

It would beam horrible phrenzie.ifbecauſe 
you are counſelled to beware of this Milk ſo 
dangerous ».that you should defireto taiteit, 
andifin theſame hour, you should doit, in 
deſpight to thoſe charitable perſons , who 
prayed you notto do it, and who would op- 
poſethis unhappy deſign. 


_: Tis nevertheleſs the ſtrange andip con- f 


gcivable fancy : or the ſtrange. Devil of 
\- cada Aﬀſoon 8s the Church declares'to 


them that there is thepoiſon of Hell mixed 
in any Doctrine; and by an boly charity, 
gdviſeth them to renounce, and to avoid. 


Thoſe who teach it; from thenceforth they 
, 4 rthemſdres Gram Chither ware, and 
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Tor theconduSof the wit. & 
there they run , as to a precious Dodtrine, 
worthy to be known and maintain'd » in de- 


ſpight to the Holy Spirit of God, andinde. 


ſpight of all thoſe who perſecuts and cole 
emn 1t, | 

Be you nor of their number , but refle&t 
young man as you are, that its time for you 
to be wiſe , ſince you judge it is timeto ſpeak 
of holy things, and that you ſay your ſenti-- 
ments thereon in company and. in..the 
Schools. _ "7. 

Art leaſt reſpe& the dignity of your Soul, 
formed after the Image of the Wiſdom and 
of the Holineſs of God ; and profane itnot 
ſo shamefully , asto be willing to take forhis 


Goſpel or his Philoſophy, all the novelties 
that foolsare pleaſed daily to invent and pro» 


pole in their diſcourſes, 


X. MAXIM. 


He that walketh uprightly walketh fure : bus 
he that perverteth his ways, «hall be knowns 
Prov, 10. | 


PARAPHRASE;, 


F E that walks plainly and ſees where he 
will go marcheth with aſſurance , but he 
who counterfeits or wipes out his ſteps, 8hall 
be known, It hiding bis crafts one hides * 
D-3.. nog | 


_ and courteous. You ought to retain ſome 


£6 .. The. Comncils of Wiſdom 


not himſelf. Diſſemblers and deceivers bear 


in their faces the charaQter offtheir Genius, 
It is fufficient, to ſee a Traitor , to make you 
diſtruſt him and fear him. | 

Life is found in the public ways of righ- 
teouſneſs and fidelity : but crooked and hid- 
'den paths lead to death. 


REFLECTION. 


>? Ake good heed of entring into any of 

- © theſe paths , and of following the com- 
pany who walk in thoſe dark and by-roads. 

Banish from you craft, difimulation, and 


lies: have no vail upon your heart, «nd en- 


4H 


83:ge it not inthe jntrigues of dangerous af- 
fairs, .and Criminal parties, where thereis 
need of being cover'd. 

Beyou glad , that nothing hinders it from 
being ſeen, and remember that the faireſt 
and moſt excellent ofthings, have no better 
policy togain men,and to merit their eſteem 


'and friendship then to sbew themſelves. * 


"If there be beauty in your Soul, it cannot 
have too much day ; and you ought to aſſure 
your ſelf, that one will have ſo much the 
morereſpe@ and loye for you, as youshall 


| bave of freedom and fincerity. 


It is true, that ſilence is neceflary on many 
occaſions, but you muſt always be ſincere 


thoughts 


for the Condult of the Wir. 67 

thoughts but. diſguiſe nove. There &e 
ways of holding ones -peace without shut- 
ting up the heart ; of being diſcreet, without 
being dull and (ilent; ofbiding ſore trutlis 
without covering-them with lies; ofbeing 


faithful to his friends , wichourt deceiving 


others , and without betraying his Con= 
ſcience. 

In fine, it is a great adyantage tothrivein 
the World, and to bave the teputation of 


telling nothing which ought to be ſecret, or 


was falle. 


"XI, MAXIM. 


A wiſe man feareth and departeth from ent: 


but the fool rageth and is confident, Proy-14+ 
PARAPHRASE. 


N treubleſome occurrences, and in af- 

fiirs where danger appears, that wiſe Man 
ts fearful, He sbuns the misfortune by turn- 
ing out of this i]| paſſage ard in taking a fur- 
ther way abour. The indiſcreet Man he mat. 
ches without fear , and falis without poſhbi= 
lity of belp. 


_ a @ 


F 68 _ The Conileof wiſdom 


REFLECTION. 


'T. 3s:true -: that. when difficulties preſent 
'themſclves , ita Man can ſucceed by cou- 
"rage, and overcome them boldly, t'is the 
moſt glorjous. and moſt short : but the moſt 
shametul of misfortunes is to perish by 
rashfſeſs. 

A wiſe Man inall occurrences, ought to 
know: more waysthen one, or to remember, 
there is more then onetime. One drowns 
himſelf to day, where to morrow he can 
walk dry foot. And it is a fine art to manage 
kappily and diligently ones affairs, and to be 
able to ſtop hitſelf and be quiet ſeafon- 


ably. | 


XII, MAXIM. 


Every prudent man dealeth with knowledge: 
but a fool layeth open his folly, Prov. 13. 


PARAPHRASE. 


T He principal Law , which naturgal , aſ- 
well as (upernatural, and Divine p:u- 
gence impolſeth on us, istoconfer as often 
as We can with friends of moſt inſight and to 
help our ſelyes by their remonftrances; to 
ſee what ought to beſcen in our affairs and 


deſigns, Whilſt paſſion keeps our eyes 
| faxed, 


for the CondulF of the IIit. by 
fixed, ow the 'beholding that at which we 
aim, weſce not that which follows us, or.is 
about us. '- oh 
Our fairhful friends ,. better inlightned 
then our ſelves, make us to ſee that; andir 
is in that , conſiſts the extreamneceſlity of 
their preſence , and-the moſt impertal 
office of their friendsbip, - [2 "0 


REFLECTION. 


Hen folly is entred with pride into# 

'great Spirit, the moſt evident marks 

that it is there; and the moſt certain preſage, 

of the misfortune of that man , is', That he 

can no more ask', nor ſuffer that council be: 
given him,: 

The wife Man attempts nothing without 
having firſt known -the fentiments of his 
friends ,-and diſcourſed ' of bis affair with 
diſcreet and jugicious perfonrs:: Andeven his: 
Maxim is; That on eccations where delj- 
beratton is -neceflary , if” he fails of others 
Counſellors; lt is a wiſer ation to delibe- 
rate with an ignorant man or a fool',, andte- 


make him P&E,'then to Heatken anly to 


hienſelf, Provided! always that there bene 
dangerevncerning aſteret, 

hofoeyer he de that ſpeaks, he profits: 
ef what they ſay to kim. It isan errour, not- 


wi5 , 


*F 


to be williovg to ask, but Men of great judge- * 
D . . maun 


w 


| The Councils of Wiſdom 
ment; and-reputation. A-manof wit hear» 
kens to what the leaſt of the mean people 
fay, and he judgeth not thisto be loſt time, 
that is ifpent in hearing them diſcourſe of 
the difficulties of a buſineſs. 

. By one of the moſt maryellous ſecrets of 
aature,. heknows, how to draw from each 
of their propoſitions, ſome ſpark or ray of 
Light; and from theſe little Lights put to- 
gether, he gets ſo much day as is neceſla- 
Ty to Conduct him well in his under. 


taking. | 
Eres. One is always .wiſe in 
_ Twnocens credit hearkning unto Councils: 
. @mni verbo, butnotalways in following 
eftutw confide- them. To follow them 
74, Prov. 14, without being willing to 
; conlider them. , is not to 
ſerve a mans ſelf ofthem\ But*tis toobey 
[them , and to-render himſelf indiſcreetly a 
. laveto him who gives them, | : 
_ The ordinary fate of weak Wits, when 
they are raiſed by fortune, to,ſome rank of 
, ;axaake} » is that they perish. by their 
Councils. | 


_ - The multitude of confidents , doth about 
theſe Inbrra, and blind powers, asa multi 
tude of Phyficians about rich patient. - 
. - How faithful ſoever thoſe intimate friends 
. whoſe ſentiments you hearken unto may 
. appear» take heed, bave an eye atibeir douy 
TY. . an 
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for the Conduftof the Conſcience. 73: 
and penetrate their intentions , when they 
ſpeak to you, ! ' 4,14 7 
For , Alas ! how many ſellers of evil 
councils, .are there about-a man', who has 
means to buy them? And how many bufi- 
neſſes undertaken by ſuch kind of councils 
have ruined the yndertaker , and enriched 
the Counſeller ? 
-'The:cuftome, or the Maxim of thewiſe 
Man , when one brings bim advice, is to 
hearken to:them ,. and to receive them ci- 
villy.z'as a friend;z to examine thera. 48.4 
Judge- and to execute them asa Maſter.  . 
When he does, what one hath counſelled 
him , he follows not the opinion ofanother, 
but his own. j 
Good Councils appertain not properly to 
thoſe , who invent them by their Wit , and 
who propoſe them, but thoſe who conſider 
them, and chuſe them by judgement. . 
In one word, one of the moſt inviolable 
rules of prudent andexperimental policy 5 
is toexamine others, on his own affairs an 
the reſolutions that one has taken : and to be 
aſſured that in ſuch occaſioas , the moſt 
clear ſ1ghted met become blind , affoonas 
heis alone.. FN | 
The ſenſeleſs Man ſees nothing , becauſe 
he thitks that he beholds all things in ſeeing 
himſelf, .Yie ftulti retain oculis ejus : qui au- _ 
for ſapiens oft audit confilia. 2420 
bs D 6 BUY, M &- 
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11V. MAXIM, 


He that is of an bard mind ruchith into 
evil.” 
«2.1: PARAPHRASE, 


H E who hath a Soul bard and inflexible, 
*-* and who keeps bimſelf Rtubbornly tyed 
tohis own will, or refifteth the Councils of 
ethers;” without being able to be perſwaded 
- þy re#fon; or admonitions,nor bent'ytears, 
nor forced by threatnings and by fear , $hall 
fall into miſery and | th thither much 
people. | 
— The extremity of evil is, when4bis con- 
etited Man 'thinks to be wiſe, and that folet 
#l-po-to' ruin rather then_to- blot out 4 
word, or let'go 4 capricious reſolution; isto 
edify "the publick and to obey his con- 
(cience. 


-:11>;REFLECTION, 


FA Onſtancy-ought without doubt, to be 
| = ut among the moſt laudable and chief 
| perfations of humane Wit ; but its name 

andits colours, ſerve often to cover our na- 
tural hardneſs , and to make itto be putin } 


aronK of rartuceang SeroioquahInh, 


—_ *- 


into 


for the ConduZ? of the Wit, 7} 


The true conſtancy , confifts not in wil- 
ling firmly what we have x and wiſely 
reſolved : It conſiſts in willing always what 
Juſtice and reaſonrequires of us, * -» 

Many deſigns are good in one day , who 
are not in another, andit can eaſily happen ; 
That what was yelterday deliberated and ap- 
pointed by Wiſdorh to be done, would be 
folly toexecute to day. 

The wiſe Man is conſtant and firm ; his 
Soul is immortal and invariable, but his re- 
ſolutions are not fo. As they are bound to 
circuriſtances, dependanton'time and for. 
tune', -they ought to be changed , igecording 
as the changes and motions of the World {þ þ 
take away from them the conformity they 
had to reaſon. 

It is the duty and perfetion ofa Cock on a 
Dial 'to. be always fteady , withouts bver 
changing ofplace; but this should bes great 
diſorder, ifics shadow ſtood itil! alſo. 

It isrrue , that our reaſon his no honour, 
nor advantage above mortal things , butss ir 
hath of firmneſsand immortality. morethen 
they, Yetitshould ceaſe nevertheleſs:tobe 
reaſon ,' and. to'be the living mage of the 
Wiſdom, and eternity of God it its defigus 
were unchangeable. 

I have ſaid it, and Ihave refolved it, it shal 
be done then, whatſoever shall bappen; ſee, 
there's the Wiſdom of God, the fin ofthe 


74 .The Councils of Wiſdont 
Ange, and. the. folly of man amongſtthe 
molt ridiculous fools, there are certain litele 
Wits, which ſpread themſelyes, that they 
might be enlarged ; and who think that it 13 
to meaſure themſelves with the Wits of the 
. firſt rank; and to become Heroes and in- 
—_ is to. render themſelyes 'incxor- 

@, Ca + ' . : , ; , 

On each new occafion we ought to re: 
view our reſolutions, and conſider ifpru- 
dence gives usnot new orders, and ifthere is 
nothingtoc in our wills. - = 5 
.- This new order, perhaps may be on the 
part of this prudence, 'To ſeeat our feet a 
mulritude -of perſons beſeeching ,- and 
a multitude of new tears y» worthy : to 
touch and to ſoften the heart of 
Man. 'E\ S 
 Tendernefs deſtroys. neither! conſtan- 
Cy nor courage. Gald :hath- fo much the 
more ſplendor and force and is ſo much 
more perfect and pure, as the fire has (oft- 
ned tt. 

Our noble Soul is never more noble 
nor never more Ccouragious -- and more 
Divine, tken.when it'is made tender by a 
juſt compaſtion., and comforts the' An 
gels and Saints in pardoning a crimi- 
nall ,. or in quitting any reſolution , of 
which the ſeyerity would be a public 
affliction. _ -- PIER SES 5 Ea 


for the Condul# of thertit, 95 

The Glory of being conſtant coſts u® 
yery dear. and its but hittle different from 
an unhappineſs , if it procures vs the re- 
putation of being hard and pittileſs. 


Qui mentis off dure , corruet in malun. 
Proyetb. 24 - 


6 The councH of Wiſdom 
AS TxHCL EI. 


M A 


For the Condue of the Heart, 
and its Paſhons, 


- 


X1IM s| 


The firſt MAXIM. 


Let thy mind be upon the @rdinances of the 
Lord, and he will eſtablich thine heart, 


' Eccleſ.6. 


PARAPHRASE. 


> He beſt Maxim that you can 
| obſerve in regard of your 
Heart and its paſſions, is to look 
4 upon God . and app]y your ſelf 
=& to know his Will, andtoyield 
an rinviolable and a faithful obedience there- 


Dedit Deus Sa- 
tomoni latitud;- 
wer cordrys ſicut 
arenam que 07 
in littere mars. 


bt 1;Reg +. 
__ have gmmenkty for its Characer. 


to, Then will God give you 
a Heart , which $hall be a 
preſent werthy of his ma- 
gnificence and his Power, 
and which, as that of Se/o- 
men, being ſtretcht beyond 
the borders of the Ocean,. 


For the ConduBt of the Heart. &e, 97 


REFLECTION. 


Ne of the moſt shamefull , 2nd uglieft 
deformities, that can happen by de« 
fe& of nature , is to havea ſtreight hearr. 

Thofe who have it in that manner, al- 
though the world adore them, are yet con- 
temptible. Where the Heart is little , the 
reſt is ſo likewiſe, in deſpight of fortune. 

It is thereby that we meaſure men, andit 
is thence , wee judge that ina Citty , the moſk 
numerous part of the inhabitants ought to be 
called little people. | 

Others who are elevated above thoſe, are 
not ſo by purple, nor ernaments. If there 


had not been great courages among us, there 


had never been Princes. Men bave not made 
them Maſters of the world , but becauſe they 
found hearts as great as it. 

The heartot thoſe men, Tp/e dabit 31bi 
is the heart which God Cor. 

ives. Behold and afpire. | 

Endeavour atleaſt,to frame your example 
to his , and to mark upon your aCions 
ſome ſtrokes of his character, which is, as 
| have ſaid, a goodneſs magnanimous and 
bold. 

Have courage : doe nothing that can be 
able to wound your repuration , or your 
Conlcience:. lpve honour, andobſerve its 
we 


= 
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MF o ; 
=_ lawes , of being incorruptible and fear- 
els. : 

Permit not, that avarice, or any looſe 
hope, render your ſoul a flave; let the loye 
.of your duty alone be the ground of your 
actions. 

.- Poſſeſs your liberty and enjoy the right 
Proper to Gud alone , to doe nothing by 
conſtraint or intereſt. Be you indepengent 
as to mortall things, difingaged from your 
paſſions, raiſed adove thefavours. the pro- 
miſes, and above the threatnings of fortune , 
-1nvincible by violence or —_ 

But joyn to this firmnels of ſpirit , all 
,that you can of ſweetneſs, and the graces of 
-a good nature. PETIT SE ? 
- - Without, looſeing any. thing of your 


-Vigour , endeavour to become by love and 


,good will, that which Gold, the firmeſt of 

mettals becomes by the fire» tractable , and 
Capable of receiveing all ſorts of shapes. 

Let each find his humour in you, without 
finding his faults tkere. Accomodate your 
felfe to the inclinations ofperfons, to their 
cuſtomes, their affaires , their ſentiments; 
and feare not undervaluing your ſelfe by 
this complaiſance. . Remember , that to 
appear moſt noble, and to keep the farit 
gank of honour-in Company, is to bethe 
moſt ready-to doe, all-that Civility requires 
on every occaſion , and molt proper to doe 
K, With a good grace. Tis 


For the Condu? of the Heart , KC. 79 


Tis true, that your humour, to be the * 
humour ofa wiſe man , ought to bealwayes 
equal , and always the ſame , but this 
laudable eyenneſs confiſts in being con- 
ftantly of the humour of pthers /and to con= 
form your ſelfe tothe condition , wherein 


you find their ſoul, in the various accidents 


of mortal life. 

Know you what comforts them, what 
afflits them , what toucheth them , and be 
you your lelfe touched thereby - as ofthings 
whichare common to you. $20 

By a true ſympathy ; feel you their pains, 
and make them ſee on your countenance , 
and in your words, the marks of this geng- 


Tous conformity. 


Obſerve worthily , and faithfully , the 
rules of friendship ; and judge that "the . 


immenſe greatneſs , ofa noble ſoul, conſifts 
In its being yoruns by its Cares , and the 
_ application 0 

the Dutyes, that juſtice and friendship pre= 


its thoughts, to each part of 


ſcribes to it. 

It is no great vertue tolove perſons, who 
pleaſe you by the ſplendor of their fortune , 
or the fair qualities of their witt and nature. 

But tis ſo, when you love thoſe truly that 
you love; of any humour or any condition 


 thatthey can be, 


Have here in the ſentiments of Solomos. 


That which was particularly admirable in-bis 


Con- 


80 The @puxcils of Wiſow, 
Condu@, was, that the precious friendship 
contraAed with ſo many Princes , as he 
knew in the world , hindered him not from 
"having a tender affettion, for the officers 
'of his court, and even for the meanelt of 
the ſlaves that laboured in his houſe, and of 
'whom he knew he was beloved. 
He beleeved that the fidelity and love of 
ſervants, can not be juſtly 
S: ef tib; fer- recompenſed , bur by the 
ons fedelis, ſir ti love oftheir maſter : and 
bi quaſi anima that the heart of the me- 
tus. neſt of men,when heloves 
his King fincerely and 
withoutin tereſt, is not leſs worth then the 
heart ofa King, s þ 
- Helooked on himſelfe as their father,and 
one of the fineſt exploits of his wiſdome and 
faithfulneſs, was to have ſo done, as that 
no body entred into, or dwelt in his houſe 
who was not Faithfull, and thatno body went 
"out thence, who was not rich. 
Their fortune entred into the number of his 
own affaires: hee even felt his awne feli- 


Cities ceaſe to pleaſe bim , when he ſaw any | 


of his Domeſticks, who ſeem'd to haveno 
Share therein, and who carried in his eyes 
any mark of ſafneſs or diſquiet, 

Ler your Principal and- firſt buſineſs in 
the exerciſe of your charge be, toaſſure your 
felfe of the goed will, & to deſerve to be 
loved , 
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loved , of thoſe who ought to obey 
ou. 

Whatſoever name of Prince, Lord, ot 
Magiſtrate, that you bearin a Provinceor 
City, believethis, That you shall not bave 
any power, nor bereslly the Maſter of any 
thing , but when you shallbe the Maſter of 
Heatts, | | 

But-obſerve, that to be beloved of the peo» 
ple, the firſt leſſon is, in lovingthem, love 
nothing but their perſons, ſeck nothing elſe 
by your goodneſs towards them , but the 
pleaſure of obliging tbem without intereſt, 
and the bonour of loving them fincere]y, 
and that without hope. Wy A 

Thar of feigning love, isa wicked trade, 
and by acting thepart of a friend en the ſtage 
of the World, by promiſes and comical civ1- 
lities ; A Man learns nothing , but to de- 
ceive and betray himſelf, In the art of 
gaining hearts the great ſecret, 1s.to. loye, 
naturally , and that without art, without re= 
gcCtion it ſelf, and (if I might ſo ſay) witbout 
yertue. 

Love is ſo much the more powerful 
over the will , and (o much the more. . 
vertuous and more admirable, as it doth 
without vertue the good itdoth, and fol» 
low nothing but its inſtin& the na. 
ture. 

Divine charity it ſelf is not perfeR&, but 
: when 
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* when it is transformed, intothenature'of 


the charitable perſon , and that it is become 
his inclination and its weight. 

Futhermore, let clemency be inſeparable 
from your perſon, and let it enterintoall 
your Councils. Be ſevere in words and 
aQions, when you mult be ſo: butthen, 
have you another tongue and other hands 
beſides your own. Imploy not your hands, 
but when you muſt dittribute favours, and 


: - Jer not your tongue ſerve you but to pro- 


nounceedicts of mercy and love. 

Takenot thoſe for enemies, whoare fin- 
cerely afflicted for having diſpleaſed: you; 
And when its neceſſary to punish any guilty 
perſon, do-not give him time, if poſiible, to 
repent before your face, and have recourſe 
ro your goodneſs. If his tears and hisgrief 
preyentyou; believe that you haye loſt the 
rights of your anger; and endeavour to imi- 
tare, the Maſterof Kings and Judges, who 
cannot punish ſinners but in the time that 
they are proud, and who doth.not make the 
wile of any one , to continue eternally , 
but becauſe they .loye eternally their 
malice. | 
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1. MAXIM, © | 
Keep thy heart with all diligence ; for out of it 


are #he iſſues of life. Proy. 4 


PARAPHRASE, 


'B Et your greateſt care , and your chief” 


buſineſs be, to keep your Heart, becaufe* 
itis the firſt ſpring of life. 

W hen that finds ir ſelf in diforder the reſt 
muſt neceſſarily be ſoalſoz and nothing in 
your perſon nor your houlſe,, can be happy 
whilft your heart is not, Govern your pal- 
fions and luſts, and'do not follow them. 

Dittrutt your own will, becauſe it isyour. 
own enemy, and that it ſeeks noother thing, 


by its impatient deſires, and diſorderly in-* . - 


clinations , thei to beger in you inteſtia; - 
wars;and to ſee there; confuſion deſpair ant, 


death. . | 

Keep all thatin chains, and let them be as 
ſo many rebellious priſonners, commitred: 
to the Condudt of your reaſon, As 


Sl tes. ff 


REFLECTION. 


He Paſſions are a very wiſe invention 


of nature, who was willing to give man, . 
Extraordinary forces, 0n occaſions where ' 


he 
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The Comncils of Wiſdom 
he ought to act ſtrongly, for the repelling 
a dangerous evil, oracquireing any good , 
of which the conquelt is painfull, 

Whea theſe inviſible fires are lighted in the 
veines, a man is more then himſelfe, and 
he then does nothing but what ſeems mira- 
culous. | 

| There goes out of his heated bloud , ſparks 
and 1 know not what, points of flame, as 
ſtings, which enter into the heart, and by 
unforeſeen motions , pusb it on to bold 
attempts, Hee runs where vehemency car=- 
ries him, finding nothing difficult, being 
able to belieye nothing to be invincible, nor 
more powerfull and ftrong then the fire of 
which he-tcelshim ſelfe animated, 

The miſchiefis, that theſe forcesshut up 
in man , are contrary to him. Theſe are 
ſeditious and cruel domeſfticks. At leaſt if 
they are not kept chained alwayes bee is loſt : 
ifthey are not his ſlaves, be muſt of neceſlity 
be their victime. © Fe 

The Paſſions knit tothe heart of man, by 
the eternall wiſdome, are as Lyons, or as 
horſes of great price, faſtned to the Chariot 
of a Conquerour, 


Whenthat our ſpirit, exempt from crime, - 


without depencance on intereſt , Maſter 
of its deſires , Conqueror of the world, 
Tge of the greatneſs 2nd of the Majeſiy of 


God , comes to appeat there on , coo 
KG: +55 by | 
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ing by them intoglory andimmortality , there 
Dd , is not in nature a ſtatelier fpectacle,nor more 
worthy to be contemplated , nor admired 


the by Angels. 

and But when it happens during the triumph, 

__ that the horſes break their bits, they carry 
k away their guides by force from theirMaſter, 

_ and there can be nothing ſeen more-ſad and 

by dilaſtrous, they dreg along wich them, all 


old the rx1umph into precipices: And thiscon» 
queror which the people gatherd together, 
admired and contemplated, isno more any 
ing thing , but the ſport of a Troop of furies » 
» of | 329 a {ad example of the weakneſs, of the 
vertues of the man , and the vanity of his 
greatneſs. 

The Paſſions are from God, the exceſs 
which happens is of the fin of the firſt 
Man. 

The work was holy & pure, when it 
went ou1 from the hands of the Creator : 
But the fire of hell is ſer thereto : and 
our teares had not been able to quench 
it, although wee had never ceaſed to wee 
lince it was lighted, a 
4 The evil has laſt:d neer ſix hundred 
4 yeers already , and continues”, to. this 
very day , and it is thence, that all the * 
miſchiefs that betide us form them" 
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| Our ſpirit ſent from Heg- 

Corpus morts ven into this lower world, 
Caropeccati. enters into an houſe builr of 

earth, into a body , com- 
poſed of a corruptible matter, of dirt filled 
with the ſtings, of ſin and of death. 

The vapours of this corruption form 
within us a thick dark and tempefiuous 
cloud , which covers us with horrour and 
obſcurity. 

Our paſſions wrapt up in this Cloud , they 
Heat themſelves, and there take fire, and 
goe out thence, like lightning and whirl- 
winds. Theſe turbulent fires drive on the 
Imagination, the imagination being driven 
and carried away, carries with it,the thoughts 


_  andthewillofthe ſoul. 


The immortal ſoul follows motion , and 
goes Where heat and fury leadsit, It takes 
deſigns, andconceivesblindly, inconfide- 
. rate Opinions, foolish and deceitfull hopes, 
and impetuous dcfires, It runs and hezards 
it ſelf', and its headlong rashneſ\s ſtops not 
-Its ſelfe, but when in the end, itis arrived 
to its unhappyneſs & loſt in an abils of 
. Cctimes and teares. 

. The worſt of it is, that when it finds it 
felfe there, it is ashamed to retire thence. It 
falls there, by folly, and it abides there by 
Pride, Man coverd with darkneſs , and 


Sled with errours , plunged in filth and 


loadea | 
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Foy the Condu@? of the Heart. &c. $59 
loaden with chains , tyed by ſtubborneſs, 
to his cuitomes and his ignorance, isaſad 
ſpectacle for Heaven , who contemplates 
with pitty this image of God, in ſodeplorable 
a condition, | 

During the eſtate of innocence the 
paſſions raiſed not thernſelyes, but by the 
orders of reaſon. | 

In the {tate of wiſdome, and of Chriſtian 
holynets, the ſame paſſions rayſe not theme 
ſelves, but under reaſon, but in a ſtateof 
licentiouſnels they raiſe themſelyes above 
It. | 

Theſe tempeſtuous darkneſſes cover the 
whole man, and ſpread trouble and obſcu- 
rity , evento the higheſt region. . 

The paſſions are {trong , ſoare you, much 
ſtronger then they: Ican ſay, at leaſt ofthe 
wiſe man, ofall great men, that they have 
in their perſons', three powerfull: helps 
againſt theſe domeſtic enemies » three 
benefits of the Orator Sanfihed by Grace, 
Good nature, Courage, and wiſdome. 


IIL MAXIM, 


| I had a good ſpirit, &+ came into a body unide= 


filed. Wild: 8. 
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PARAPHRASE. 


have found in me , ſaith Solomon, 

from my youth , all the bounties of 
an excellent nature. They are not the fruits 
of my pains, nor the gifts of fortune: 
God who governs the accidents of our 
birth and life, hath given them me, tis 
the work of bis hands , and a preſent of 
his love, more ancient then my lelte. 


REFLECTION... 


N excellent and fine 

Sortitns ſum nature is no other 
animam bonam thing , then the excellency 
vert adcorpus and the beauty of a noble 
corquizatum. foul communicated to the 

|; Paſſions. 

As ſouls of that rank, poſſeſs their no- 
bility , and greatneſs, from the birth: 
when they enter into the body , they haye 
the power , to help nature, to compoſe 

their temperameants , and 
« Tabernarulum theſe are they , who by | 
pro habitu ſuo the impreſſion of their 


fngunt. force and ſweetneſs , do 
| form the imagination » give 
the CharaQter to the organs, 


They 
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They ched out of themſelves their qua=- 
lities and all they c:n of their divine fre 
and heaven'y inclinations , to , mingle it 
among the bloud and the corrupted pal- 
ſions ; and by this happy medley -,, taey 
weaken rhe poyſon of rhe corruption , and 
the mortal vivlence of the malady that it 
hnds thei ce. 

Thele pure ſtarrs, have influences which 
inſinuate taemlelves » {ecretly among the 
flames of lutt , and there tempers that, which 
is moſt burning in cheir fury, and molt un- 
ru!y in their motions. 


ration and & purity >» which makes one 
thiok, that there remaines not any ſpot, 
of the fin of Adam inthem. 
There appears nothing , but what 1s 
handſuom in their paſſions , nor any thing. 
which ſeems not, to agree with the ip1it , 
and to have ſpiritual inclinations, 
Thar comes herc from ,. that this ſpirit 
ſublime , by priviledge comnion -to. sll 
perfect Beings , hith a ſecret power, of 
which that of the Loadstone 1s a Shade 
to draw from the earth all that 
it toucheth , and to draw it unto its. 
Pole. $ 
The paſſions touched , by the vertue 
of anoble fon! , rurn themſelyes towards 
Heaven, and aſpire not, but to laudable, 
E 3 ' and 


One ſees in many perſons, a mode- 


£| 
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and honeſt ends. Vir ſapiens fortis eff. The 
__ of Man is wiſe and ftrong , becaufe 
that there is nothing in his perſon, which op- 


poſeth it ſelf unto its eleyation , and which | 


xcefuſeth to follow them. 


IV. MAXIM, 


He that is flow to anger » is better then the 
mighty, and he that ruleth his ſpirit, then he 
that taketh a City. Proy. 16, 


PARAPHRASE, 


\ Qurage and the love of true honour, 
- isenuugh to rendera man Maſter, of 
kis luſtsand deſires. 
** Courage contains two vertues, force and 
patience. And theſe are as the two parts 
which compole it , and diſtinguisheth ir, 
from the other perfections of our na- 
ture. 

By force we reſiſt Men , and our enemies 
that are ſtrangers; by patience, our paſſions 
znd domeſtick enemies, 

Conquerors of Men, are admired and 
crowned upon earth : Conquerors of them« 
Violenti capiunt ſelves, are ſoin Heaven; 


and it isfor them , that 
bad. all.the triumphs and im- 
mortal Crowns, are there prepared, 
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for the Condudl of the Heart; &c. On > 
The vigour of thoſe is worth much , and * 
it deſerves the reputation that it hath in the 
World. 

The Patience of theſe , although the 
World prize it leſs, is much-more worth z it 
is the moſt neceſfary and ought to be moſt 
honoured. 

The one and the other have been always 
put in the firſt rank, of the moral vertues;and' 
they are thoſe , that have given the name of 
Great to the Conſtantines, and the Charle- 
mains, and Which have made the Heroes of 
old adored. But if you cannot aſpire, bur 
to one of the two, chuſe that which wiſe 
Mea have preferred, and mark that amongſt 


| Your Maxims, the words that one has ſeen 


written upon ſome Princes Standards , and: 
that all great Souls find grayen in themſelves, 
as a device of natures chuſing, Melior eſs 
patiens wiro forti , & qui dominatur animo ſus» 
expugnatore urbium. 


REFLECTION. 


Ne demands what this Courage is- 
Every. body anfwers? It is caly to de- 
celive ones {elftherein and to take appearance 
for truth. 
Many do ill to put it in the number,of fea- 
vers and the heats of their corrupted nature g _ 
and to beiieye, that it is no other thing then 


-- 
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an inflammation of cho!er, whick unexpe- 


 Etedly kindles it ſe'te , at the meeting of 


{ore objcct of Anger, and which heating 
the im:gination and troubling the kumours 
of the bedy, pucheth the man inconfideras 
tely into dangers. 

Cour: Ze is not of the nur ber of the 
paſnons , it is tivir Maſter; nature keeps 
IT 41} the mniddle of them. notasa Criminal 
amonrgit its Accomplices, but a Conque- 
rour amongſt his Slaves, to keep them in 
duty and [ubject them to labour. "Their fires 
are difterent from his, but they are fit to 
ferve him. 

Some perfwade themſelves, that this 
which we call true Courage, is a Military 
Angel , who during combats, enters into 
the loules ct the Heroes,and there produceth 
the Marvels tbat we 2dmire. 

. Others , Thattis only the inſpiration , or 
the breath of this Angel, which pusheth on 
the nezrts of ſouldiers, andgives motion to 

rMIECs, 

The moſt wiſe , have very wiſely faid, 
that it is a fpiritut] fame, kindlcd by the 
Creator , in thehighelt part oft our Soul, as 


a ftarr in the highett part of the Firma- 


ment. 

A peaceful and regwiar flime , ſub- 
lime ,  incorruptible', ardent , pure and 
fruitfull , alwayes faltned to Heaven and 
: buly 


en 


for the Condutof the Heart, &:© 93 
byſy on earth, by an inexhauſtible.ema=- 
nation of influences , neceſlary for the 
conſervation of the repoſe, and lifeof the 
people. _Y R 

But whatſoever Courage may be, do not 
you believe, that to be couragtous you are 


' obliged to take arms , and goſeck enemies 


in far Countreys. Abide where you aie,and 
make warr againſt your paſſions; you bal - 
do (ſaith So/omon) more than thoſe who 
wear the ſword, | 

When that you pardon injuries, and by 
a generous patience you ſuffer {landers and 
calumnies , you are better then the ſouldier 
that revengeth them. | 

And it is more honourable to you , to 
ſtop in you , any tranſport of anger , or 
to repell in you , any thoughts which flatter ' 
you and draw you to in , then to deftroy an. 
Army and to take Cities. 

Your greatneſs and your glory , is not to 
abaſe others before you ; but ro begreat 
in your ſelfe , and to have above thoſe , 
an elevation independent on their fall or 
miſery. | 

When , you .overcome. your irtcgular 
impatience, and you reſiſt the motions, 
that . carry you to. looſe aCtivns., that are 
prohibited by duty ; you make your me= 
rit and your vertue to be believed+y 
when yoy Worms ſtrange enemies ». 
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The Councils of Wiſdom 
it encreaſeth nothing that is in you s The 
defeat of an Army leſſens the number of 
men, but it adds not a jot to your ftature, 
nor one degree of perfection to your 
. fpirit. 
In one word, prize patience, I do not ſay, 
- contemn vigour: Although 'tis not be va- 
lued, as this vittorious patience , I confeſs 
*ris worth much and deſerves the admira- 
tion that all ages have had for it. But further, 
that the one and the other to be perfect, 
' ought not to be ſeperated ; becauſe they are 
"the two parts of courage, the two halfs, of 
one and the ſame whole that feperation will 
neceſſarily weaken and obſcure. © 
There isnocourage , nor nobleneſs, nor 
 ſupream grandour in aSoul, where thele two 
'verrues are not together : *tis only'"by their 
"union ; that they ' have the power, to carry 
men to the moſt eminent degree of heroic 
*Glory , and to give to their actions this Di- 
- vine Juſtre which dazles the eyes of the 
©World , and which obliges fame, to ſpeak of 
them to all Nations 2nd in all ages, 

. It is true, that it is an illuſtrious thing, 
and very juſtly to be applauded and adrmired: 
'by the people, to ſee what courage doth ina 
Prince ; when that during a battel , push'd 
on by this celeſtial fire, He paſſethunhurt 
_ "through all the furies of death-, and runs 

C upon an Army overthrown ) after y idtory 

which calls and leads him. In 
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In like manner, it istrue, That there is 
another ſpectacle yet more rare and more 
worthy of public admiration , to ſee a 


- Prince, when in the midſt of triumphs and. 


ſucceſs, and among the moſt glorious feli- 
Cities of humane lite ; he can contemn what 
he poſſeſſeth, and that he vitibly declares by, 
his modelty , and by the fidelity of his Con= 
duct, that he had rather loſe all that, and 
loſe Empires and Worlds too , if he had 
them , then to commir an action of in- 
juitice. : 

Bur to feetheſe two marvels united , and 
tyed to each other in one and the ſame' 
Conqueror; To overcome the enemies of | 
the State » and to overcome himſelf, to en=: 
crealein Wiſdom and moderation by Com= 
bats: to encreaſe in goodnels by victories z 
to take Towns and gain Hearts; tobethe' 7? 
moſt beloved*and moſt dreadful of men, . * 
without doubt, 1s the moſt ravishing fight 
under Heaven. I do not know whether the 
Ancients have ſeen it with their eyes » 
or if poſterity shall ſee it in our An= 
nals. 

All the fentiments of this true Courage, 
are heaped together inthele two words. Ra. 
ther-to dye then tofear Men, and tofly be- 
fore an Army; and rather todye, then not 
to fly at the Gght of dangers which threaten 
the Conſcience ; and pretercingthe intereſts. 
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of ſelf love, or a looſe paſlion, before the du. - 
ties of fidelity. | | 
If you are not of the condition , nor the | 
humour:to ſay the former ; or it your parti- 
cular profeſſion , ſubject you to the Laws , 
of the Goſpel, oblige you to pardan all in- -{: 
juries: comfort your ſelf in remembring z 
-Thar it is a Prince more valiant then the | 
Ceſars, and moreenlightned from God then 
the Prophets, who aſſures me. Melior eſt 
» patiens viro forti, quidominatur animo ſuo, ex 
Prugnatore urbium. | 


V, MAXIM. 


- o A breath of the Power of Gad , a pure niſluence | 
flowing from the Glory of the -/{lmighty, the | 
. brightneſs of the everlaſting Light , the 
unſpotted mirrour of the Power of God. 
Wiſfd. 7. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Mong(t the perfeCtions of God, that 
A which renders a Man aternally at peace 
in himſelf, is Wiidom : It is from thenee 

. that be draws the third remedy, that he pre- | 
ſents us againſt the troubles and diſorders , 
which we carry within us, and who are born 
of our own infirmity, zh 
_ This ſupernatural Wiſdom is a vepour of | | 
Its vertye » commuynicated to the aſfops Xt 


—_— 


j 
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of the Man, and shed even into the midſt of 
their Corruptions and tumults, to cauſe there 
peace and holineſs, 

The peace of the Saints enters into us with 
Wiſdom; and the deſign of God is, That 
thereremaining in our Soul, no more of any 
motion or ſpot, it becomes a mirrour 
where he can contemplate his Divine bezuty 
With;ut, and there know himſelf, as he 
knows himſelf eternally in his word, Specis* 
lum Majeftatis Dei, 


REFLECTION. 


Ood nature weskens MInclinavi cor 

I the Paſſions; Courage meum ad facien 
dauntsthem , Wiſdomele- das juſtificatio- 
vates them. And by ami- nes Iuas. 
raCuluus transformation , it 
changeth them into verrues, and ſanCtifies 
what they bave criminal and moſt contrary 
tograce, in putting them ſweetly under obe- 
dience. 

[ will tell you, that when Cor meum &» 
the-Law deciarestous, the caro mea exulb. 
Will of the Creator , and Yaveruvt ju 
that it obligeth & conſtrains Dewm, 


us to obey them , Wiſdom 


adds. the inclination tothis Obligation ;. and 
that it produceth in our hearts certain deli- 


cious motions which a& us , and make 


E 7 " our 
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our very paſſions leap for joy, to aſpire with 


us,to the happineſs ofdoeing what God will, 
and to beemployd to ſerve and honour him, 


In one word » the Law obligeth us, Grace - 


helps us, and wiſdom inclines us , to obſerve 
diyine commandments. 


As ſoone as Man inlightn-- | 


Fuſticiz Do- ed, by the rayes of this Au- 
-mini letificant rora, he finds his repoſe , & 
Corda, its joy - inthe excerciſesof 
righteouſneſs. 
Wharſoever. it bee that 
Fuſtificatione one propoſeth to him, as 
tus exultatio ſoon asits juſt , that he may 
cordis met, - doeit, heis inclined todoe 
it: as ſooneasrealon come 
mands he obeys by love; duty is his pleaſure, 
obedience is his liberty , fidelity 1s: his bu- 
mour. 43 
His ſoul willeth what is good , without 
deliberating ; itundertakesit without com- 
'bating againſt itſelfe, and haveing no diffe- 
rence, or affaires with any of his paſſions. 
Theſe domeſtic enemies » are no more 
what they were; wiſdom transforms the 
whole man. 'Y 


This wiſe ſoal frames great deſigns , and | 


it purſues them 5 it aſpires to honour 
immortal , and thither it runnes without 
ftirring it ſelfe ; it walks not, its carried; and 
they are thoſe heats of bloud , & flames of 

© ' able 


” 
"TORT CPI IO 
LL) 
. 


—— >. -. 


For the Condut? of the Heart. &c, 99 _ 


ambitious luſt , heretofore ſo turbulent and 
rebellious , who ſerve him as (laves, and 
Carry it in this triumph. 

Triumph , where one ſees what did ap- 
peare, moſt divine among the worksof the 


power of God, the day that he created the 


world. A Man, within whom all the man 
conſpires to love duty and vertue, 

Gcd gives wiſdome freely to ſome, and he 
would that others should obrain it by prayer. - 
One of the ſureſt meanes to inviteit, 1s to 
hearken tothe counſels of this ſame wiſdom; 
ever this, isto be already very wiſe, to begin 


to follow thern and to governe a mans ſelfe : Þ 


according to its in{tructions and maxims, 
VI. MAXIM. 


Envy and wrath shorten the life end carefulneſs 
bringeth age before the time. Ecclel. 30. 


PARAPHRASE. 


F you will ſerveGod worthily & conſerye 

your devotion and innocence untill 
death , doe what wiſe men have dohe to 
keep their health ; poſſeſs an inward 
peace: ,”* and doe not leave your ſelves 
to be troubled by any buſineſs or Paſſion ; 
Jealouſy, anger , and hatred, are not in 
man , but to deſtroy bis yertue and ro 
ſhorten 
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shorten his life. The excels of affeQtion and 
application to any undertaking, although 
laudable, is notlefs dangerous, then other 
diſquiets, All that there is violent in us, 
Pusheth us on to fin, and drags us to the 
grave. Nothing is immortal and glorious, 
but that which is calm. 


REFLECTION, 


' Ake good heed of pleafing your ſelf 
too much, with any thing whatloever, 
nay, even with your very duty or of think- 
ing too {trongly on things, & applying your 
ſelf the;zeto » with earneſt and impatient 
Care 
Have ſo much roJgJeration and ſo much 
power over yourſel*, 2s one may beable to 
ſay 3 That you undertake buftinels by rea- 
ſon, That you labour in it by inclination, 
and, That you ſee the ſucceſs thereof wich in= 
difference, © + - oY 
I ſay not that you should be inſenſible, It 
is neceſſary that you have Paſlions, and that 
' theſe Paſſions were ardent. It is neceſſary 
Your Horſes should love to run and that 
- they: have fice. Coolneſs ought nor to be, 
bucin Counſets; Indifference > but in Rea« 
lon Eee 
Andit is in that, conſiſts thz beauty of ku- 
mane life » That one ſees a nn" 
cat 
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heat in our aCtions and dclires,but never any 
rashne's or tr2n{port. 

God doth, without troubling kimfelf, all 
that a God oughtto do; ard he is as the Sun 


' in Heaven, always buſted about an infinie 


numb:r of wor ks 2nd always pe2ceful. 
Be you here Feiow , &s the shedow ona 


| Dial; Wik and go, wheteduty calls you. 


Do every thing which a perlon that governs 
2n Houle, or a City , or the Eftare, ought to 
do; or one who rules the actions of people. 
But be you ſo wiſe, and foreierved, that it 
may ſeem by your modelty and ([edate teme 
per, thatyouarc in a pertect repole and that 
you have no care, 


VII MAXIM. 


1 Fools wrath is ſoon known , but a prudent 
Marx covereth shame. Prov. 12. 


PARAPHRASE. 


He moſt ordinery indifcretion of Mn, 

EK is to declare his anger too ſoon, The 

Duty of Vertue is to extinguish it; And that 

olinterett to Conduct it lecretly : Atifoon 

a8 *ts born, the Politician covers 1t +; but the 
wiſe Man choaks and kills it as ſoon. 


R E- 
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REFLECTION, 


» 


pears on your countenance , 1t cannot be 
without diſorder and shame; | 

| Irs unforeſeen motions which are not 
your crimes , are yourinfirmities: although 
they render you not guilty , they do not 
leave you but unſeemly;' and fincethere is 
ſuppreſling chem, there is yet more , not to 
feel them. / 

I know wel! , thit tis glorious to refiſt and 
overcome: but when it is a queſtion to re» 
fiſt a dangerous paſſion, and toovercome 
your ſelf; it is yet more glorious , not to be 
attacked, and to have nothing in you., that 
were neceſlary to deſtroy , or that you ought 
to dread. 

Fear the Triumphs where it is neceſſary, 
that you be the Captive. And chuſe rather 
tobe in perfect health., then to bave preci« 
ous remedies; to havea patient and modeſt 
ſpirit then excellent Maxims againſt im« 
patience. : 

At leait remark , That Wiſdom who 
gives untohotand cholerick perſons, abun- 
dance of fair inſtructions ro moderace their 
heat , if it were in their power to melt their: 
Nis 


O you yet better , hinder it ifpoſſible } 
from being born, The leaſt time, ] 
- that unruly anger abides in your Soul, or aps 


(ible 
ime. : 
r ap* «-{ - 
Ot be 


2 not 
ough 
> not 
ere is 
ot to 


t and 
Ore- 
"OMe 
to be 
, that 


wught | 


Tary), 
ather 
recle 
odeſt 


- 11M. 


who 
bun- 
their 
their 
N2s 


* for the Co#duf? of the Heart, &e. : T 03 | 


1. natures, and entirely to new-make them- 


felves would council them no more then 
one thing , and would not have-more to tell 


- them then this one word only. Renovate 
* your ſelves, | 


VIIL MAXIM: 
A wounded ſpirit who can bear, Proy. 18, 
PARAPHRASE. 


Ho is he that $hall be able to live, 

Y with a man that vexeth himſelf con- 
tinually, and without reaſon, and whois 
ſubject to frequent fits, of violent anger? | 
Buthow is it» that he can indure himſelf, and 
be accuſtomed to ſee himſelf in ſoshametul 
a condition, 
The worſt is , That his evil as the other 
evils of Hell, have no remedy, and that they 
cannot be cured without ceaſing to live, or 
without returning to the tountain of Life, 
there to change the temper ard take another. * 
body. 


REFLECTION. 


A Mong angers, the moſt indecent to 
perſons of quality , and the moſt into» 
lerable , is without doubt this , which needs 
| none 
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nane to kindleit bur ic ſelf, and wiich t:kes 
fire, 2s a tempeſtuous cloud , from whence | 
one ſees unexpectedly ligntnings and hor» 
rible noiſes to. break out - when no budy 
puts fire to it, DR. 

One cannot be near them in ſafety or * 
quiet, no not even whenrthey areſo? The 
reit of their anger » is 3s the delicate ſluniber 
of aſick Prince. You mutt ipe:k very low, 
and take great care, »nd walk with much 
fear and circumſpeRion, leaſt you awake 
him. 

The ſtrange deſtiny , of people of this 
evil humour , according to the thoughts of 
a Philoſopher , is that there is nothing for 
thera in the Worid but is encompaſſed with 
thorns; and that they feel theroſelyes ſtung, 
by whatloeyer they touch, or that comes near 
them. 

In the moſt kind civilities and even in 
benefirs and favours , they find certain, L 
don't know whar, thit wound them: What 
you &o and what you ſay to ple:fe them, is 
that by which they «account themſelves 
puſtly offended, and uf which they comp'ain, 

Your mott refpett'ul words and actions, 
are the ſparks tbar tall upon their choler, 
You lee them ſuddenly out of them» 
ſelves , tranſported into dreadful furies ; 
becauſe that their caprice has {een in 
your words or in your eyes , - ſore 
Equt. 
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|  equivocation or look of a double mean« 
| ing, which they do not underſtand. 

- *'Tis true , that each one hath his in- 
firmities and miſeries, variouſly diſtributed 


by corrupted nature. Unhappy is the M. n 
who hath theſe for his burden ! if they are 
yours, weep and fear. 

I well know that you call thoſe angers, 
unavoidable accidents, or neceſſary 
f:ults , which should cauſe pity and merit 
excuſe, Great queſtion : come to the 
point, 
« One does not complain of your being 
ſubject to a diſtemper , which isan enemy 
to mankind; but they complain , that you 
would live with men. Ir 1s a misfortuae 
to bear this plague in the bottom of the 


"heart ; but it is a crime to bring 1t in- 


to 2A City » and 
with 1t. 4.t el | 

That which is moſt inexcuſable, is that 
you bring it even upon tribunals. and 


to appear 1n company 


| that you would exerciſe a charge , where 


you are-obliged to treat with all ſorts otper= 
ſons. 

Wherefore is it neceflary , That the ſcan- / 
dalized: World should come to know every 
day ſuch a reproach to the ſpirit of Man. and 
to view during your tranſports all the diſor- 
ders and follies of ſuch a ridiculous and bru. © 
tish infrmity. | 


Either 


ey i % 
- - 
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- Either cure your ſelf, or hide your ſelf, | 
An Ancient has very well faid,that Dens and | 


Caves of Rocks, are habitations prepared by 
the Creator, for perſons ſubject to impe- 
tuous and blind anger: Retire thither. 

It shall be much eafier to you » to ſuffer 
your ſelf alone in Solitude, then torender 
your evil common ,.to a City or an whole 
Country, 

Learn what nature ought to teach you, 
and what all the people of honour feel. (v3z.) 
That the crueleſt aMiAion and moſt diffi» 
- cultro bear, 1s to be intolerable to others. 
- Spiritum ad jraſcendum facilem, quis poterit ſu» 
ſtinere? , | 


Seek not of the Lord prebeminence , 'meither of 
' 2 z#he King the ſeat of honour, Ecclel, 7. 


PARAPHRASE. 


"A Ive ambition no power over your 
heart : nor permit that this wind drive 
you, and 'make you run after ſmoak and 
vanity ; nay » not after charges truly hoe 
nourable, 
When the Glory of this World preſents 
itſelf to you, and that it is providence which 
{cnds it, receive it ; but if one ſpeak to-you 


ur ſelf, 
ens and 
ared by 
1mpe= 
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| to go before it, and prevent it by giftsand 


| obligeth'youto ask any favour, do not pray 


pride defires , as your confuſion and unhap» 


for the Condu? of the Heart, &c. 105 


ſolicitations , excuſe your ſelf, and give this 
humble and generous anſwer : That the 
leaſt charge, when they are offer'd with loye, 
are worthy to be received and that they 
ought to be; but the greateſt are too mean to 
be ſought after, | 

Anſwer alſo , That in regard of honours ; 
'Tis to ceaſe from deſerving » when one asks 
what he deſervs, | 


REFLECTION, 


Ambition becomes a Indecens eff 
wiſe Man, and ſ@ doth Ho- ftulto gloria. 
nour a Fool. Prov. 26. Z 
If you are a Man ofevil 
example , 4nd if there bediſorder and ſcan- 
dal in your Conduct, fly from honour, and 
hide your ſelf : And if perhaps the Prince 


him, as a fawous Fool did heretofore, to ' 
Withdraw his. face from before your Sun 'S 
Pray him to leave you in your darkneſs, | 
Look onthe employs that they offer you, < 
and of which your friends ſpeik or thoſethat < 


pineſs', fince that you cannot bear under 

them, by underitanding or by vertue. 
There is nothing more ugly, 1ndecens | 

nor shameful to our ſpirit then /*to, &cc,, 
. "3; glory, 
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- glory, when itpoſſeſſeth ir, without grace or 
deſert. 

When we are truly contemptible , all hu- 
mane dijgniries and greatneſs, 1ncreaſeth no. 
thing in us but our reproach. | 

Our ftature becomes no finer, nor higher 
on a Theatre,but our lownels of body would 
better be ſeen. | 

Crowns and Mitres do not raiſe us; we 
bear up them; and weshall be always little 
with them, if we are not great perſonages 
without them, 

You vex your ſelf, when others honour | 
you » to divert themſelyes and to-laugh at | 
you ;, but you do.1ll if you vex not more, 

| when they do it fincerely and with affeQion, 
| . Honour ſeriouſly paid, toa perſon unwor- 
i 


thy of it, is noleſs a ground of anger, then 
honour given by mockers. y 
j In fine, ſuffer not that one raiſe you © 
{ high, leaſt thoſe who $hall ſee yqu in a chair 
&- of honour boaſt, To have ſeen aſwell as So- 
| + /omon, the molt horrible thing to fee under 
8 the Sun. Malum quod widi ſub ſole » poſetum 
TR /ult wm in dignitate ublimi. = 


| ib - X. MAXIM 
f 


Give wot ſadneſs 10 thy Soul, mor affif thy ſelf* 
in thy Corncal, | 


Rn 


4 
* 
= 
»YA 


PARA- 


PARAPHRASE, 


h no- 'O not load your ſelfe with cares nor 
I Jan tcmectn : banish ' ſadneſs 
igher | from-your heart. Sadneſs kills many a man, 
yould | and ir ſerves for nothing , but to give 
IV ftrength to the little pains -of this'life; 


33 we | and to change the shaddows and #pparen- 


little | ces of evils, intoreal apdimmorral ones. ' 


REFLECTION. 


WwW Hen there happens an unhappy oc- 
| currence, conſult your reaſon , and 


deliberate with it , /but withont earneſtnefs 
or trouble. Let your thoughts enlighten 
you » but not-conſume you: Let bulinefs 
| then | employ you but nor 2Mi& you , norever 


diſquiet you: buſineſs is given as theemploy.. - 


ou on || ment of the mind , not as the punishmetrit 

a chair | thereof. 
| as $0- In manageing your deſigns , regard 
under || with patience , the failings which happen 
o/ctum | on your part? or the partof fortune; and 
| believe;that to learne by ten faults, to do ene 
_ o| aftion well,and bappily to frame one under« 
takingzis ro be wiſe & able enough : Deſpair 

., | ot by ſuch misfortunes; profit by them, 

thy ſelf* To raiſe your thoughts ſome times to 
God, 8 to be familiar with him by perpetual 
entertainments of a reſpectful confidence, 


for the condud? of the Heart, &c. 199 LY 


* 
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is an excellent remedy , fo exempt you 
from diſquiet , during the adminiſtration 
of your charge, and tokeepyaur paſlions, 
in their obedience and order. 


Although hee knows all that you know} 


of your affaires; or that regard, them, and 
although he ſees better then you doe, the 
Pains and difficulties that trouble you and 


render you irrcſolute; he is pleaſed to learn] 


them from your ſelfe. Theſe are the ſecrets 
of your beart, that you owe to his love 
come , tell him confidently » draw near 
to him without fear , and remember that 


you are alone with him , his only careis to 
think only of you, and that all theepplica- 
tion of his providence and goodneſs , re- 
gards your particular needs. He is not there, 
 butto comfort you , and to learne what 
condition , the affaires of your houſe, or 
our- office , or your conſcience are in, 
ell him then freely & with ſincerity , what 
ou know thereof: diſcover your heart to 
Lim and make ſeen to him all the bitterneſs 
and diſquiet that is therein , with all. the 
motions of your thoughts, agitated by fear 
or ſadneſs. Vide , Domine, quoniam tti- 

bulor... | Y 
Behold mee, my God, loſt and (wallowed 
up, in aSeaof grief: Thou ſeeft my pain, 
thou loyeſt me, thou hearelt my groans; 
: | an 
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'the afflicted from the grave , and 


and comfort mee : at leaft retule not to 
look on mee , and to let that power goe 
forth from thine eyes, which draws back 
{t mags and lite. fe 

e is not angry, but during your diſplea- 
ſures ,- you addreſs your ſelfe = crennting, 


'to be eaſed by them : but when they have 


not the power , or the will tohelpyou, i 
= him, that you come and teſtify No 

im your: ſentiments there on , and to 
complain between his arms, of their 
impotence and ingratitude : Yerboſs amici 
mei., My friends have nothing but words 
It is to thee , Divine Saviour , that Lam 
about to recount my aflictions, and addrefs 
my teares. Ad Deum ffillat oculns megs, 

His goodneſs inclines him to 
defireable conſolations , but -would (if 'F 
might ſo ſay) be forced by prayers and 
pa , that ſuffer him not to re« 
uſe. 


XI. MAXIM. 


Turn away thine eye from th 
Budeſ' ye from the beautifull woman 


F 2 PARA- 


| for the Condud? of the Heart , &C. irs - 
and1, ſee my remedy on thy lips, ſpeake 


m—_— 
+ Lei o $5" 


rant all. 
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PARAPHRASE. 
[D» Not let loye enter into your Soul, 


nor into youreyes. Turn away your 
Iight from a Woman that would pleaſe , and 
look not on a beauty , that comes to blind 
you, and takeaway the hopes of ever ſceingy 
the infinite and ſoveraign beauty. 


- REFLECTION. 


Here is nothing more dreadful, then 
| the ſweetneſs and tenderneſies of a ma- 


licious Wornan. Fear ber | 


Cuſtodi te 2mm- approaches and civilities, 
tiere blanda &+ Fear her voice , hercies, 
# lingua extra= herhands,she hath nothing 
ea, & necapia- fweet and lovely, which 
71 nutibucillius, may not be mortal to you, 

| Her inftindt can make 
garts and arms, of all that is in her. | 
| That which is nothing elſewhere , is in 
her a dangerous power, there needs but a 
twinkling of an eye to beat you down , and 
bur a hair todrag you along. Flight it ſelf 
_Nands you net in much ſtead; .if you have 
Teen her beforeflying, youfly not far. 

Do not ſuffer your ſelfto be taken by her 
deceitful flatteries: her words are as dew that 
tans fromber lips. and enter deliciouſly into 

N £ FJous 


f 4S 


' Countenance are the raies 


of eternal repentings. 


for the condu#? of the Heart, 8c, 117 © 
your heart. But that $hall quickly turn into- 
poiſon which hall rent your bowels. Her 
beginnings ore ſweet as boney , but her end 
1s bitter as Wormwood, 

The things that she promiſeth have onthe 
Tongue very dangerous baits. There 1s 
much gayneſs in her diſcourſe and looks, but 
this brightneſs is but as that of a Comes 
which appears not, but to warn you of mis- 
fortunes. Prov.5, Aſſoon as you perceive 
it, begin to fear and aſſure your ſelf, you shall 
{uddenly weep. 

That which draws you, 
and that you ſee upon her 


Ve inferi domus 
jus perxetrantes 
im inferc0ra more 
of the true Sun. Their 7s. 

beginning is the beauty of | 

God, louk on that fide , and go thither $ but 
the way to which they arediredted here be- 
low, are an abyſs of filth , deſpair and of 
tears, 

Many before you,have gonethither head- 
long: and'tisfrom the bottom of this abyſs, 
that comes out thoſe doletul voices and Ia- 
mentable cryes, which have eccho'd theſe 
fx thouſand years, repeating the ſad words 
of unhappy Solſomen. Vanitas & vexatae 
ſpiritus. 

IlluGons and treecheries: falſe beauties, 
true ſins; dreams of pleaſures, and truth 
The Wiſdom of the 
3 Creator 


a 


The Condud of Wiſdom 

Creator has made one Maſter piece, in fra- 
ming their Wit and countenance ; but to 
view theſe ſafely, you muſt call back theth: 
time of innocence , or wait the day of glory T 
and immortality. n« 


XII. MAXIM, 


When a man hath done, then he beginneth ; and} p\ 
when he leaveth of , then he shall be doubtful. | of 


Ecclel. 18. Þ til 
ti 
PARAPHRASE, 2 


'OÞ* of the moſt ordinary remedies to || rc 
preſerve us, from the diſorders of our || if 
paſſions, is Work. | tl 

The prudent Man is never idle : when he ic 
bath not wherewith to imploy himſelf, hef ri 
thinks upon what he hath done,and reviews} L 
his aCtions. 


REFLECTION. © : 


_*T* He coverous Man bufieth himſelf tof} © 
gain wealth , the ambitious Man to. 

gain and merit honour, the wiſe Man to 

' gain by labour. He endeavours to acquire, || * 

by oneemployment or another, and to pro- | * 

- vide himſelf of cares and buſineſs the moſt F * 

' important, and moſt neceſſary proviſion ot 


. this life, 
FE paG5 It 


In fra- 
out to 
*k the 


glory 


b « and 


ubtful. 


lies to 
2f our 


en he 
f, he 
11eWs 


employ: . The man who wants the one, or 


the other will perish. The difference is, - 


That by hunger, a Man dies withoud disha- 
nour, and very ſoon; and by idlenefs, he 
di:s 5hamefully and ſlowly, 

The beauty of the mind , the goodneſs of 
the nature, the force of Courage, and the 
purity-of the Conſrience , retain ſomwhat 
of the nature of Fire : they cannot con» 


- tinue nor preſerye themſelves, but by mo. 


tion and action, To render them immova» 
ble , is to extinguish them ; and this is that, 


| Which idleneſs doth , which by its criminal 


repoſe, deſtroys more things then time by 
its agitations, and by its courſes that over= 
throws every thing. The wort is, that this 
idleneſs does yet more then death, and cor- 


rupts that which is moſt incorruptible and 


Divine within us, 
Time has not been able todo any thing 
againſt the Sun , this (ix thouſand years: 


there Would need but one days idleneſs' to 


deitroy it 

There would need but one hour , nay 
l:{s, to deitroy the innocence and fidelity of 
the Soul, that ail the c:uelties of Tyranny 
and the flatterics of Pleaſure , had not been 
ab;eto corrupt during fo many years, 

Reit iz every where the original of Evil 
Deadly Herbs  vene:nous Beaſts, Rotte- 


' for the Condutt of the Heart, &c. h 115 | 
It is betrer to want nouri-hment then an- 


-Þ 4 neſt es, 
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neſſes ,. Cor:uptions, Plagues, Famines , 
are not. begot, but by the idleneſs and im- 
mobility. ot the Elements: 
 - One finds no where fins, ignorances, 
nor even fojlies nor deſpaires, as in ſouls 
. who have notkicg todo, but torment thems 
ſelves, What heretofore a wile man ſaid, 
is true, That infinitely and eternally to pu- 
Nish a {pirit, there would no other hell be 
needful, then an everlaſting idlenels. 
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ARTICLE IVY. 


MAXIMS 


For the Condn& of the Tongue, 


—_ at 


The frt MAXIM. 


A ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath : but grie- 
ous words ftir up Anger. Prov. 15. 


'PARAPHRASE 


a2 Wecet and humble words, ſub- 
Jp due the anger of others: tis not. 

WE the point of the ſword that doth 
AY it. When they cry , wee our. 
w*7 {elves cry, and employ injuryes 
and threatnings , and violent means , to 
make them hold their peace ;'and we forget 
our ſelves, that there needs not but a word 
of ſoftneſs and Civility, 

A ſoit, diſcreet, and an e!oquent tongue 
1s 2 tree Of life in the houſe and in the com- 
pany where it is. Each plucks from thence 
truits of conſolation , and remedies for dif. 
quiets, and other inward diſeaſes, It cures 
all the. wounds of our ſfoules, But a rash. 
rongue , is a wounding ſword , who by its 
inconfiderate words carries mortal blows 
£0 the bottom of the heart. 


F5 | R E-- 


ow I” — 


The councils of Wiſdom. * 
REFLECTION. 


T Here is nothing in which Man exerci- 
 oK. feth himſelfaſmucb as in ſpeaking and 
converling with bis friends, nor any thing 
in which he profits leſs , and is moreim- 
perfect, 

We begin to converſe from the Cradle, 
and yet we know not at the age of ſixty , how 
*cisto do it well. We unlearn even by ſtudy 
and exerciſe; and by how much the more 
we adyancein age, by ſu mucb the more in» 
excuſable isourfault. '; ro 

Someteachthe Trade of converfing well, 


nF$ 


all learnt it » but few know it,' Maſters ſay |. 


very well and dovery ill : they write excel- 
lently but their Tongues are not led by their 
wriings. The Rules that they give lurpals 
their power, they can't obſerve themſelves, 
infomuch that there is no art, that hath finer 
precepts, nor leſs fine examples then this, to 
converſe wiſely. | 
If you cannot attain to the height of per- 
:fe&ion, nor to be of the number of thoſe 
great Men whocharm company ; endeavour 
ROtao be of the number of rhe 1mportunate, 
and unprofitable or troubleſom , at leatt do 
Dot make your ſelfto be put into the number 
of the intolerable. = 
- Men put in this Rank certain people - 
= whole 


hw. of 


=-9D9 Foam oc © I 


inthe houſe, and the life of every body , and 


| ferrtohive any with you, and that they may 


patron wp pic nf wor; 
whole faculty is to know all thatis shameful 


whoſe converſation and ; 
employment is without - Odibil#s off qui 
ceaſing;, to talk of itand to procax eft ad tggy, 
publish ir abroad : people quendum. 

bold in flanders, indiſcreer, Ecclel.20- 
and impudent in reparties, 

inexhauſtible in words, 

To avoid meeting with theſe people - is to 

be very wiſe. | 
- And *tis to be no more ſo, ifwhen you 
meet them, you let them talk on and have ne 
difference with 'them.': But to be perfectly 
wiſe, 1s todo in ſuch manner, as they may 


be conſtrained to be wiſe , every where, 
where you are. | 

Men put in this Rank of intolerables the 
great talkers; thatſort of Men and Women, 
who, during diſcourles and entertainments, 
have their mouths always open »,.and of 
whom the converſation ( as heretofore that 
ofthe Philoſopher <Anaximenes ) is to ſpill a 
River of words in company, and one drop of 
good ſence. | 

Pe you better learnt and modeſter : Let 
them ſpeak when you have ſpoken ; Give 
others leave to ani{wer you , and havethe 
power to hold your Tongue when they 
ſpeak. ohew them that you can hearken + 

F 6 when 
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when it comes to your turn, and permit 
them not to thirk of you what they 
ſaid of this Philoſopher : that in Read of 
Eares , nature had given him three 
rongues. 

There are: alſo put in this rank , per- 
ſons that one hath much to do to bear , 
Fools, who can neither ſpeak themſelves, 
nor will not ſuffer others to ſpeak, but 
of their owne praiſes ; who ſeem to know. 
nothing , but the biſtory of their fortune, 
and their actions ; and the worlt on*t is, 
That rhey would: that others should alſo. 
know nothing but the ſame hiſtory , they 
recount it unto whomſoever he be, 
and although they ſay it again without ceaſe- 
ing , they forget they have told it, and 
begin again at every turn. | 

Perſons who are given to boaſting , are 
not much betcer in company then theſe that 
havean ill ſcent. 

Tis a grievous chance for a man ofho- 
Nour to find himſelf between the rwo and 
not dare fly. 

Tis the worſt nevertheleſs to Ray 
there and to hearken to their ſottishneſles ; 
this were to learn their evil} , and 
to contract by their example , the 
ſpeaking and boaſting of your ſelfe like- 
wiſe. Suffer them ; but imitate them 


| 'mROT, 
* Have 
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Have this for your Ma. 

L audet te alie= xica.That it is incomparably 

wws & 70 05 leſs shameful tobe blamed , 

tuum, Prov:27, and mocked of otbers, 
then topraiſe ones ſelf, 

Cheats and Libertines have often blamed 
the wiſe , and accuſed them , but a wiſe 
man never praysd himſelf. 

Men pur yet in the ſame rank of in- 
tolerables, thoſe rash and giddy Buffeons, 
who can not ſpeak without rallying , nor 
Jeſt without offending thole who hear 
them. : 

It is true , that modeſt and honeſt 
jeſts , are the neceſlary ſalt to converſa- 


tion > which eaſily ccrrupts and becomes þ} 


_ , and loathſom when one laughs 
not ; But toe much ſalc is worſe then 
none at all, and obſerve that this too 


much is not far frcm a yery little. There . 


is much wiſedom nece lary , to keep a man 
in moderation, and for him not torun into 
excels. 

Doe mot concern your ſelfe to laugh, 
or ſport with others in words, if you are 
not exrreamly wiſe,. and if you underſtand 
_ the method of doeing it well and grace- 

ully. 

Jafters would be diſcreet enough in this» 
had they but as much diſcretion zs the 
Beaſts. When Beaſts pay together, and wy 

7 Y 
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by diverſion, one would beleeve they would 
bite one another to the bowells, and tear 
each other to peices. 

They doe nothing but flatter, they go- 

| vyern their feet and their clawes with won= 
derfull addreſs, nothing enters with inthe 
Skin. 
' Jeerers can't govern their tongues, they 
push their ſtings, and their pricking, in- 
diſcreet jeers , into the bottom of the 
ſoul. 

Dureing their pla.”, bloud always runs, 
there's alwayes ſome mortal wound in the 
| heart of their friend , one comes not neer 

them without being burr. PL. - 

There is in our conyerſations a common 
Itch , to declare war againſt ſome one 
or other, and toatcacque him by the'shafts 
of wit, and by the innocent malices of a 
pleaſant humour. But our cruelty, dureing 
theſe counterfeit warres and quarrels, is, 
that wee wou!ld have them alwayes min- 
gled with ſome true contempt. Wee doe 
not beleeve our ſclves to have laughed, 
if our friend is not ſenſibly pricked-at the 
beart and it we have ſaid nothing which 
hath diſpleaſed oroffended him. 
" - Men of great witt and an excellent na- 
ture, can mivg'e theſe familiarities, and 
feigned quarrels wich reſpect, and hinder 
that among the' repartees of a good hu- 
mour 
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mour and ſtroaks of friendship , there 
ſlips not any blow of pride and deſpight, 
nor any disobligeing word. 7 

Their faculty paſſeth yet further, They 
know to mingle the ſame reſpect, in re- 


' Primands and threatnings and even in true 


angers, 
A wiſe man can ſpeak as a Mafter to 
a ſervant , without. {landering him, and 


without ſaying a word of whici he could 


be offended. 
He can ſpeak as a Judge to a guilty, 
perſon , and upbraid him of his faults with 
ſevereand terrible words, without failing 
of that reſpect that be owes to the dignity ' 
of a man. Hee accuſeth not bur the will 
of the man , hee blames what hee bath 
done by his liberty , with out blameing 


.any thing, that nature or fortune hath done 


in him. 

Wee owe to one another an inviolable 
reſped.- You muſt not refuſe, even to in- 
fants. nor the poor, what juſtice obligerh 
us to pay them , fince they have on the 
Image of &od as well as others. 

Since wee carry in your foules the Image 
of the Diviniry chere is facriledge in con- 
temning one another. | wi 

The unhappy inclination that we have - 
to wirneſs the little account we make of 
by the Devil with Poiſon that he $shed 
theres 


. 
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there, the day that he corrupted our na. 
ture. 


If we could reſpe&t one another as we 


ought, there would be nothing but heaven- 
ly Iweetneſs in our familiarities and liberties 
ofour domeſtic life. | 
' Mutual contempt begets all that there is 
of War in our Houſes, and this War, all the 
misfortunes that happentherein. 


11, MAXIM, 


A Wiſe man by his words maketh himſelf, be 
loved. Ecclel, 20; : 


PARAPHRASE. 


4 TX. 7 Ords are the paint of the Soul, They 
. are thoſe that make known what 
at 15S; . 
This ſpiricual ſubſtance can't be better 
| ſeen; than on the Tongue. 
When a Soul ſpeaks of other things, it 
needs not to ſpeak of it ſelf , to be 
known : Afoon as one bas heard , what 
the one bath ſpoken , *tis known what the 
other was. 


R E- 


for the ConduBt of the Tongue. I i5 
REFLECTION, 


== happineſs of making In werbis 
ones ſelf loved , depends ſeipſum 
on the manner of guiding the amebilem 
the Tongue. factt. 

To ſpeak. eafily , not toſpesk | 

too much; to baye nopain to ſpeak we!l, or 
to beld ones peace; To hold gravediſcour- 
les and higher , when there is need, arndto 
ſpeak worthily of important and ſerious 
things ; to abaſe a mans ſelfalſo, when *tis 
neceſſary; tobe able to laugh with thoſe that 
laugh, and keep therein the rules of decency 
andciyility ; to be able to mingle praiſes, 
and. true civilities amongſt plays and 
jelts, and not to firike others in play- 
ing : but aſmuch as is needfu} , to careſs - 
or honour them : to ſay nothing” but 
wiſely. and modeſtly , 'with a grace and 
with ſincerity , 1s to take mens bearts, 
28 One ought to take them, and the beſt 
fashion that one can do it; I will ſay, by 
words, which should be the Image of one of 
excellent parts, 

Good offices have not taken men, but 
very rarely ; Preſents neither take , nor 
touch but the eyes : it is neceſſary to 
converſe , either to love or. be be- 


loved, - 
They 
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They are prudent and reſpeQful words, 
which have implantcd thoſe immortal incli- 
nations and all thoſe noble and famous 
friendships, which we ſee, and have hereto- 
foree ſeen among friends. 
The Men of account , Men of Council, 
Judges, famous and fought after, all the 
earned and great Perionages, owe their re« - 
putation, and their fortune oftheir learned 
and diſcreet Tongue 
Women who make themſelves moſt to be. 
conſidered in the World, and moſt beloved, 
are not thoſe who have moſt of exteriour 
graces , and molt wit, nor thoſe that know 
moſt things « the reputation that they ac- 
uire, by theſe admirable qualities , paſs 
wiftly away : If any one be conftantly and 
perfectly beloved , she isfo, becauſe she is 
wiſe and diſcreet in her words. 
_ As it ſeems that there is nothing more 
eaſy, then to govern the Tangue; ſo.it ſeems 
that nothing 1s more caſy, then to make ones 
ſeif beloved. © 
It is nevertheleſs rare, becauſewe refuſeto 
ſpeak, according as it pleaſeth thoſe who 
hear us ; we will ſay what pleaſeth our evil 
huTour; welove rather to render our ſelves 
intolerable to others. then giveour ſelves the 
pain', of keeping in fome inconfiderate 
words, or the trouble of ſpeaking kumbly 
and courtevully, 
We 
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We are in company often , toshew that 
which is moſt infamous and shameful in us 
to ſee, and which ought to be moſt hidden 
A baſe ſpirit, We wi'l havethat men ſee it, 


. only becauſe we will ſpeak: 


The Mask is an excellent invention for 
deformity; But the beſt for folly , is thatof 


- filence. If Fools could hold their peace, - 


their folly would be unknown. 


It MAXIM. 


Wiſdom that is hid, and Treaſure that is hoard- 
ed up, what is inthem both ? Ecclel. 29. 


PARAPHRASE. 


He wiſe Man does wrong unto others, 

when he ſpeaks not a word;. Riches 
hidden, and underitanding mure, are equal- 
ly unprofitable; But he that hiddeth his fol- 
ly is much more worth , then he that hideth 
his Wiſdom. 


REFLECTION. 


T happens often enough , that thofe who 
] have Wit and who know many things 
ſpeak little. 

That comes, eicher f om a melancholick 
complexion, which 'makes them love ſolt- 
tude, and to find pleaſure in — 

(nEms= 
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themſelves; or elſe by a critical conſcience, ' 
which makes them apprehend inevitable ' 
faults during converſation,and which would | 
carry away the glory of having ſaid nothing . 


1mpertinent. | 


ut *tis a queſtion , wherher ir be more. 
criminal and $shame*ul to ſpeak , then in- 


diſcreet to hold ones peice. They ought 
to remember that the 1:it and leaſt degree 
of Wiſdom touching the Conduct of the 
Tongue » is to be able to hold ones peace, 
'The ſecond is to ſpeak bur little. - The 
third and moſt pertect is, to be able to 
ſpeak much, without ſpeaking ill , or too 
much. | 


It is true, there is need of great diſcretion, 


-to keep in what ought not te be known: 
but there muſt be much more , on oc- 
2 caſtons ufed, to binder others from ſu- 
*-fpecting , or knowing by our filence, 
wa we would hold our peace on pur- 
©, 
F"Perfetica » Is to Cover this ſilence by 
words, and to hide our ſecrets by ſpeak- 
ing freely and ingeniouſly , that which 
'may » and ought to be ſaid in Com= 
pany. 
. It isof a ſecret, as ofa treaſure, It is half 
diſcover'd, when 'tis known to be hid. 


LV. MA- 
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IV. MAXIM. 


oj Make a door and bar for thy mouth,beware thou 
ſide not by it. Ecclel. 28. 


14 ug PARAPHRASE. 

| 

© Ake a door to your Mouth. Leave 
E rather your Coffers and your T rea 
. | fures without locks » then your lips; ane 


[- have a care , that there never goesout any 
0 word which may offend , or which ought ts 
.) be blamed. | 
Imagine you, (ſaith the Pro» Attende: ne 

» | phet) thatyouare incompany forte /aba» 
| as on the Ice , andthatyou 75s in lingua. 
- | .muſtwalk thereon gently and 6 

- | wiſely. Fear always » leaſt your Tongue 
, Nip , and your judgement fall with it, A's ' 
- -many unbecoming words,indiſcreet or rash, 
as you pronounce ; they are as ſo many falls 


y .of your wit , tha: fall upon others andeither 
- wound or incommaodate them, | 
Ls 

j\ i O hinder that none of theſe ſorts of 


words , should be abletocome out of 

-our mouth, by putting locks there, is asgood 
_ Counlel as can begiyen:us....,. , | :» 
my Bur 


| 
| 
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But as it isneceſſary to open often, and 


ſpeak when reaſon and neceſlity would have 


it , it ſeems that theſe locks would not ſerve' 


for much, 


Wicked words are neareſt the door , and | 


theſe eſcape among(t the good ; and becauſe 
that *tis good to ſpeak , *tis as impoſlible to 
hinder ſpeaking ill. | 

' One can nevertheleſs when Wiſdom 


keeps the keys. And its principal buſineſs | 


QMoNg us » 1sto be continually at this door, 
to open and $hut it , as often as is ne- 


ceſlary. 
Aſſoon as it isabſent,there 
 Linguatertis happens diſorders ; and one 
#ivitatesr mura- may (ay, that the moſt part 


| : tas deftraxit:' ''of the diſaſters > which 


beret 


domos magnats- happen in Towns and 
rum effodit. - Houſes, that cauſe ſo many 
tears to beshed;comes from 
this, That Wiſdom is not 
every where, where Tongues are. 


When ?tis found there , there paſſeth one | 


ofthe moſt admirable things of humane life, 
That a wiſe Man ſpeaks as others , readily 
without ſeeking, -and counting his words, 
and that in the mean while , he ſpeaks nota 
word that Wiſdom conſiders not, and upon 
which it makes not judicious refletions. 
His diſcourſe is a running and a ſwift 
water: but this courſe doth not binder, its 
a - baving 
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having time enough to obſerve-each drop, 
and not to let any paſs, that he knows not 
and does not examine. "#8 

'F . Sotruetis it, that the moſt mir2culous rea» 
nd | gineſs in the World, isthat ofan eminent 
ſe | andclearunderſtanding. to confider what it 
tO | faith. | \ 

Where the Tongue needs hours to ſpeak 
m {| the mind wants leſs then a minute, to con» 
(8 '{ template all the words it pronounceth , and _. 
Tr, | allthatitretains; and todiſtinguish , whatit 
&- | ought to ſay from what it ought to be fi- 
lent in. 

re In a word , the ſoveraign perfetion of 
1Ce | Man, in converſing with bis like; is that 
rt | each word bears the mark: that it is not pickt 
ch | and choſen , and that nevertheleſsitis per- 
d | featly examined, 


y | 
m V. MAXIM. 
ot 

S He that anſwereth a matter before he heareth 
ie | 3t, it is folly and shame unto hm, Prov. 18. 
of) ——_ 
M  .. PARAPHRASE.' -! 
2 TE that anſwers before he beare3ia0- 
* ſwers not - but to tell that be is a 
| Fool. | 


R Ee 


" B32 


REFLECTION. 


| Ne-of our moſt ordinary failings, is fy 14; 
ſpeaking inconfiderarely and too faſt.. wh 
Oneot our moſt shameful pains, is to unfay = 
what we bave-unſeaſonably or impertinent» [| ſs © 
ly ſpoken , and one of our moſt punishable bing 
Has Iovoe to avoid this 6hame, and not to be F* Ty, 
willing to recant. Kh 
The fear of falling.into any of theſe in- * heir | 
Conveniences, renders a wile Man extream= | 1, © 
ly circumfpe& inhis diſcourſe , and makes | ry" 
him take this for a Maxim, Nevertoſay _ md 
'thing 5 without being firft aſſured 3 heshall and to 
:nat be obligedto ſay it backward. | 2% 


VI MAXIM, 
Joen 1 


Be not haſty in thy Toygne » and inthy deeds 
flack and remiſ3. - Ecclel. 4. 5 


© _PARAPHRASE. 


E not ready in your words ,. and {low 
in your aQions : ſpeak diſcreetly and 
at couragioully : promiſe little , and do |. 


R Ke 


for the Condu?3 of the Tongue. , 133 
REFLECTION. © 


is fy Mitate not the moſt part of mankind. 
{t.. ' who are toogood; and it may be, there 
Y fs not a more dangerous malice, then this exe 
eſs of their goodneſs, bccaule there is no= 
Ye Foing morea cheat, | | 
© | _ They promiſe. according to their deſire, 
' Fyhich is great; and they do according te 
1- their power, which is ſmall, | 
a- | In engaging. our word, and in obligin 
© Jour ſelves to [erve others, to a& wiſely an 
Y EÞrudently , is to. promiſe-leſs then they ask; 
and to do more their they hope. ' "_ | 


* 4 


VII. MAXIM. 

Vpen not thy heart to every man, Eccleſ. $. 
PARAPHRASE,, * 

Tc not your ſentiments 2 and | 


diſcoyer -not your heart to all the 
w World. SOT 


as 


lo | REFLECTION. 1. - 
Ps 7.206 04G 2 e200 
Now the heart ofotbers, andſcealty if _ 


it be poſſible wirbout being ſeen; 'Be 
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you ſecret without being diſſembled. Con. 
tent your ſelf to keep back your thoughts, 
gat to. cover them with crafts. When you 
mult aQt ſecretly , exempt your ſelffrom lies 
and uſe filence only. | 

Have you the moſt royal of perfeCtions, 


(viz,) to be able to ſpeak , and to be able to} * 


hold your peaceas it pleaſeth ; 'to ſay as well; 
What one hasa mind tofay, and as little. - 
Keep this Maxim, and know how to hold 
your peace, principally touching affairs,and 
undertakings committed to - your pru- 
TT rt 192) 1: , 
* Adeſigndiſcover'd, is ſcarce more worth 
then adefign broken, EH 
Theleaſt damage , that you ought to fexr 


from words too :haſty » is that they delay 


ſucceſs. . 

Time deſtroys all that is done, and the 
'Tongueallthatiztodo. _ 

Obſerve that fame Maxim in regerd of 
- ther things» that one shall have told you 
confidently ,* 4nd befaithful fork ofe who 
hive believed that you are ſv. /- | 

When you let go out of your lips , the ſe 
Crets of your friend; Belicye that friendship, 
_Edelity , honefty', hongur} wikdam, and ju- 
ſtice, go out of your Soul at the ſame time; 
Kindtherthere is n0.other difference beryween 
Ju ang $:;beaft , buy thar' bis Þrucalk 
ty» conkiſts in not being” able” to Ipeak; 

* 


. 


* [7 


| for the Condyt of the Tongue. mg. 
and yours ,'in not,being ableg9 hold your, 
CaCC. -; 1 on lotta Ht | 
C Obſerve that touching the faults of other 
\ lies | Perſons. Many boaſt that they do not the 
| evil that they ſee done do you better yer, 
jong do you boaſt that you neverſo muchas ſpeak 
GQ 1%} v0! wtuvih 0 1: 2:3706 wig BOyg af2 3 
"The fin of yourneighbour , when itis co«. 
\ © | vered witty the darkneſs gf ſilence and the 
hold night , it is a ſimple ſin., and many times of- 
- and} fenſiv to. him alone, when you diſcover ity, 
: you make it, an infamy, to-his innocent 
houſe, an exampleto looſe pexlong, anda, 
ſcandaltothe Church, * 2 =, 8 
+ That whichbebaddane,. (if-that Imighe 
0 fax | {0.lay ); was not: butthe beginning of 2 fin, . 
delay | Put you; have, canſymmared it, by your. 

Tongue, | Oi 340: / 
1d the It. is hence for WAS dacrime fiinisbed, and 
accompanied | with: all the reproaches and 
ard off} misfortunes of a ſcandalous and unpardans. 

d you able faylr. \ P47 157; 019T%:5c hill A 
- who Publish not that , which Divine mercy: 
; would have.you- hide. Do notpublish alſoy 
he ſe. Which nature endeavoursto hides ſuch are 
dshin ordinarily , the imperfeQtians that itbathleft 
nd ju 12 2ny Perſons, or the faults that it bath mage 
time 1 fb in their. birth... Jf you obſerve them 
'S your ſelf, have the goodnels not. to-make 
them obſerved by others. wal 
.? Tis trge , that _ reyiling or jeers. 


I 2 pleaſe 


= \ 


% 
Sf 
F 
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pleaſe many, but beyounotſo looſe, as toll 
pleaſe your ſe)f therewith ; and do not af. 
| Did your own heart, in willing it to laugh 


at ſuchadiſcourſe, as renders an honeſt man 


ridiculous. Have diſpleaſure in the know- 
Tedge of his faults, an averfion to ſpeak of 
them, and an horrour to divert your ſelf by 
_ -.T  . b 2 Is, | 
Aſpire to the happineſs that an Holy man 
received , who in dying thanked God , that 
during the fixty years that he had lived, here- 
membred not, that he had ſaid any word 
capable: of 'offending ', or difobliging bis 
neighbour.. ... LOC ES 531 D808 
In' fine; tidy: to hold your pedte.' That 
is; 85 ſaid Ariſtotle the Rudy" 6f/ Princes 
and Kings, an&allthe wen ot quality:  ; 
Oneof the occ: ons, where lilenee'is yery 
comely , is in-regard- of good offices and fa- 
vous, with which one is reſolvedt0prigtify: 
an ohe; vo $0730! & O20) Oe 
A kindneſs promiſed, has but onetaIfof 
At grice when itappears. It isRoyal when 
ic ſurprifeth; and when it comes Without ex- 
peftationor hope. *' | 
!. Iris miuth to prevent requeſts ; It's more 
glorious to prevent gelifes :; but ir's yet more 
t6 prevents mans'own words;'znd t6 db be- 
fore kefpoaaky. onion ne ann nh 


; VILMA- | 


- io the Condut? of the Tougue. x37 


-asfoll | 

ot af= VItl. MAXIM. 

laugh | CONES | 
- manlle/7 Fool [ifteth up his voice with laughter: bus 


now-i| 4 »iſe Mar doth ſcarce ſmile alittle, Eccl. L 
ak off 271: | a 


if by PARAPHRASE. 


man T He indiſcreet Man laughs with noiſe; 
that The laughter of a good Man may 


—_ ſomtimes be ſeen, but one can't hear it. 


ors REFLECTION. 
That He general obje& of laughter', hath 1 
IRCES not yet been known , but it's known [ | 


. - Ethatthere's nothing makes wiſe Men laugh, 
very but vice ſuddenly deceived by its ſelf; and 
19 fa-F that they are never wiſer , nor modeſter then 
airy whea they laugh, 

Jt of 

vhen 

CEX- 


nore 
nore 


b be- 


7.08 


7 THE 
# COUNCILS 


19 O F 6: i 

IWISDOM: 
The Second Part. 

Containing the MAXIMS of 


SOLOM ON, 


Moſt neceſſary for a Mans welt-be- 
having himſelf towards ot bers. 


Nec for a wiſt Man ; , to Fm 
; himſelf well in regard of. 
{ogy 5: the Wiſe... 


i 


FIRST MAXIM 
.e A: good Wife, 35,4 good Portion , which shal 


be given in the Portion of them that fear ths: 
Lord. Ecclel. 26, 


PARAPHRASE. 


Vertuous Wife is a great good for= 
tune, and an advantegious portion, 
"Tis the chief and moſt precious of all re- 
compenlſes, that God gives in. this life to 
thoſe that fear, him, Do not hope to do itW ; 
by your violences : but endeavour to ob- 
tain by your boly actions , thr your Should: 
be good. -- - , | 


j 


G5 R'K- 
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REFLECTION, 


F.- "; Þ VP | o» | 
V Ertuous. and: wiſe W ofven are not fo 

rare as onethinks; The rarity and the 
difficulty is to know. them well, and to di-F- 


ftinguich them from, others. When-you 
' arein condition'to [eek one, do aot truſt to 


IL. MAXIM. - 


* Blefſed is the Man that hath a vertuows Wife, 


for the number of his days Shall be double, N 


Ecclel. 26. | 


£ F '7 3 


PARAPHRASE. > 


TT Appy is the Husband of ap obedient 


L and a peaccable Wife, Ita a 


as a. 2 i A 


be immortal, it were by the ſweetneſs of her 


in regard of the Wiſe. 143. 
company , af leaſt he sball live twice longer 
then he shou!d otherwiſe have done. £360 
An officious and an humble Wife , isthe 
only remedy to prolong a mans years. 


REFLECTION. 


Eatus Vir. God hath made two Pers 
lons, becauſe he would form ir their 
hearts a viſible shadow of his adorable felis 
cities. = 

The bony of two is Love , which is not 
perſonal , nor threefold, but in God alone 
but which ought to be immortal between the 
two who areunited, 

As it cannot continue but by the grace, 
and vercue of the objeCt loved, To theend 
that it might continue between the Huge 
band and the Wife : Sod intended the 
countenances of the one and the other, 
should be a compendium of the created beau- 
ties;- that their Soul should bethe Imageof 
the Divine ; and that a)l which is lovely in 
the reſt ofthe World, should meet in their 
perſons, op 

But-ſin happened, which bath troubled hi 
defign, anu/corrupted his workmansbip:*lt is 
no more/but miſery ard con fuſion; and the 
HuvYband-ot tbe witcſt, and moſt vettuons 
Wife ina City, is not ſo happy , or ſo wiſe, 
as he that bath none... ne 

G 6 Ill, M As 
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INI. MAXIM- 


Howſes and Riches are the inheritance of Fa: 
thers : and a prudent Wife is from the Lord. 
Proy. 19, 


PARAPHRASE. 


Our Houſe and: your Riches, are the- 
favour of your Parents : but if you have 
awifeand a diſcreet Wife, look upon her as. 
apreſent from the hand of God. 
| The complaiſance of a 
Species mulieris vertuous Wife , entertains 


exhilarat fa- joy inthe heut, and upon * 


ciem viri, & ſu- the countenance of her 
per omnem con- Husband. Her good Con- 
' .cupiſcentiam duct, and her vigilance a- 
ſuperinducit de- bout domeſtic affairs , ex- 
federinm, empts diſquiet and trouble, 
| and Juſt can't make him 
hope for pleaſures, comparable to thoſe, thzt 
vertue promileth by a chaſt Spouſe. | 
| | Eſpecially if the graces of 
S; eff linguacu- her countenance , are ani- 
rationis & mi- mated by a ſweet ſpeech; 
tigations. and if+ this. Wife hath a 


Tongue that can curegrief, | 


and appeaſe anger ; for then one can ſay,that 
| ke whopoſleſleth her , is one of the richeſt, 
andthe moſt happy Mea in che Wore. 


” 


in regard of the Wife. 145 
REFLECTION. 


7 Ives who aſpire unto this bappineſs, 
ought to remember, that of all the 
Powersof the univerſe, the ſtrongeſt is the- 
ſweetneſs and humility of a Wite; That 
there is no Power thatreliſts theſe two yer- 
tues, nor hardneſs to them impenetrable. 

Submiſſion and obedience , are the only 
means for Wives to reign in their Hou- 
ſes, and there to uſurp the empire, that 
the Husband poſſeſſeth by the right of na» 
ture. 

*Tis the ſweetneſs and modeſty of the 
Wife, which puts an equality between the 
Sexes, and which makes the Governmenr 
belong without difference, tothe one and 
the other. 

God has not intended , that authority 
should be, but .for one of the two; But he 
would, Thar nature should give it freely to 
the Man; and that the Woman should de- 
ſerve it by humility, A Wite who endea- 
vours, not to pleaſe her ſelf but in the Will 
and commands of her Husband, puts him 


\quickly ina condition, not to dare , and'not 
to be able to commandany thing , but that 
Which pleaſeth ſuch a W ife. | | 


Among truths that one often forgets to 
obſerve , here is one moſt remarkable; , 
| G 7 That 
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That the perſon of the Man., was not pre= 
ferred before the perſon of the Woman , but 
after their fin was committed; that before 

this miſery happen'd , there was a perfect 
equality betwcen the two Sexes, and that 
during the days of innocence. their Life ac= 
cording to the intention of the Creator, 

-failed-not of being a glorious Image , of 
that wbich paſſed in the glorious Trinity. - 

Inefte&t, one ofthe moſt incomprehen= 
ſible things of this myitery, is that the Per= 
ſons of the Father and the Son , infinitely 
equal in ther greatnels and perfeCtions , are 
the ſame alſo in the Soverainty of their 
Rark, and intheir mutual independance; 

-alrbough the one were the Principle ofthe 

other: and that comes, according to the Fa- 

[thers , from this, that they are united by an 
infinite love,as ancient as their Being. Love, 
infinitely an enemy of dependance and ſub- 
Jzection »- between perſons who infinitely 
love each other. "BY. 1-5 £27 

-... Thar isto ſays thatifin managing things 
here below, the Husband could not will any 
thing but by love, and the Wife do nothing 

.but by love; alchough the. Man were the 

-principle of the Spoute, Their ancientand 

-juſt :equahty ,..should be as ſcon eſtablishtin 
its farſt Eſtate $3: That there shuuld be no 
more amongit them , neither Chief ;/nor 

Mafter , nor Miitreſs, nor Commandmentz 

bob. + AOXr 


"enrremnaine 7 4% | 
'***Fhe Devitof Pride epters:into your Idot- : 


+ ImregatdofthelWife. 147 
nor Obedience; but all that , miraculouſty - 
tranSfofined', should be nothing but love; 


'And'rhjt among the viſible things of this 


World, there should be found, better tore- 
preſent the joys of the future life , 'and of 


happy eternity , then the peace and tranqui= 


lity of their morral life. 
IV. MA XIM. 


Stumble not at th+ beailty of Woman, and defire 
© ber not for pleaſure, tEcclel, 25. 


PARAPHRASE. 


'N'the choice that you sball make of a 
' Wife,have more regard to her behaviour, 


*-and her vertue, then her beauty : and donor 
ground the repoſe of your life , on the con- 
' templarion of a' figure, formed upon ſand ; 
nor CP er 5 which make ſuch 
' diſappoint 


xnts of mens eyes their*ſport. 
REFLECTION. 


%.-Hete is nothing more tobe feared of a 
- Woman,, then that which pleafethar 


*Ggbt"" A fairface; and 4/proud Soul. The , 
' bealty” of vie fades ', the fiereenels of the 1 
1 þ 


\ 


2.0 


whets 


£? 


j 


BM 
” 
. 
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Cc 


*. . 


when you adore her, and when you deck her 
ſtately; But he will not goout, .when.you 
would contemn her, and aretired and weary 
of ſo many ceremonies. and fo cs. cal 


It will dwell there in deſpight of you , and.it 


. will make you know but too late, what you 


have been told timely enough. That a fine 
Idol coſts muck. incenſe, much care and. 
many tears. 


The worſt is, when that this Idol is not 


without a Tongue., nor without Wit, nor 
without ſtudy, and that it ſays well what it 
knows, It is crue, that all thatin her paſſeth 
for a wonderfulrching ; bat tis a-miracle that 
every one iswilling to ſee. 
- Thereenters into your Houſe abundance 
of Admirers : and sbe who hearkens to the 
+ praiſes of ſo many fine people, is ſcarce the 
more of an humour to praiſe and, admire 


you ,-nor eyen to render herſelf admirable, 


when+he ſees no body but your (elf. : 
Moreover » the wiſe Manic very well, 
that great wealth 1s not in Houſes where 


there are great trains, and agrezt reſort of 


company ; but in thoſe where are abun- 
_ of people ,. that work much and ſay 
iJittle.- : ; | 


[ 


 Heretofore ,- ſay the Fables , at each fine 


E . wordthat went -ut of thelips ; there went 


apiece of gold : Now aſwell as in So/omer's 


igime; Ubi verbe ſunt plurine. ibi frequenter 
SSpIT egeſt as. 


»n regard of the Wiſe. 149 
egeſtas, They ſpeak to little purpoſe, the 
ſpir nothing but wind. Silver increafera 
not, where Women ſow words, and one 
may ſay of many athers, what a Father ſaid 


ofa Dame in his time, Hwjus in ore omnis ſup» 


pellex, Theedoret. 
7 IN 
\_YV. MAXIM. 


Let thy fountain be bleſſed: andrejoycewith 
the VW:fe of thy youth. Prov, 5. | 


PARAPHRASE, 


To the end that your poſterity may be 
bleſſed, and that the fountain of happi- 
neſs, that runs into your Houſe, may not 
dry up , ſeek not your fatisfaftion andre- 
poſe, but with the Wife that is'your lot, and 
that: you your ſelf have choſen in your 
younger years, Jet her and your Children 
be all your delights ; let their converſations 


be the chains of your heart, and make you 


diſcover from.day to day, new graces and 
lovelineſſes in her mind. 

In fine, conform your ſelf tothe inten« 
tions of the Creator, when he inſtituted mar- 
riage: Have the happineſs (if it be poſlible) 
tbat the years, which weakens and deſtroys 


love in other families , may make yours en- 
creaſe , and that they may give itthe power 
| [D. 
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to remain , longer thentime , and live even 
after death, 


REFLECTION. 


O the end that conjugil friendship 

£& mzght be ſo conſtant, it 13 not neceſia= 

Ty, that a!l that which is fair in the Wife 

should beimmortal,but it is neceſſary that all 

-which is immortal. in her, should. be fair , 
and that it should be beloved. :.-.. -. 

IF she has care to bezutity her Soul , and 
you have-the power to regard this Soul and. 
ſtop your fight there, you 81ail nevertire 

your felyes one of the other.. - Whilſt your 
vertue remains, your pleaſure shall never 
_ "havean end. | 
VI. MAXIM. 
A Woman if she maintain her Husband , is 


full of anger , impudency and much reproach, 
Eccle(.25. 22. 


*'PARAPHRASE. 


© Þ He Wife who by her imperious mind, 

is Miſtreſs in the Houſe, is rigorous to 

her Husband: She cannot have dominion 

over him, but she changeth ir intotyranny, 

nor fee him her (ubjeCt , without making 

him her ſlave. - | Li 
R E- 


. Part from her rather, aſmuch as may be per- 


in regard of the Wife. 


REFECTION, 


\He Wife that one fears, is trily to be 

& feared: Afloon'as one trembles before 
her , sbe is terrible; And the moreready an 
Husband is to obey her, and to comply with 
her , the- more unſufferable - and cruel 
1s she. | 

- Pleaſe your ſelf with all that is pleaſant to- 
her: 'butgovern'her ſo wiſely, thatnothing 
hall pleaſe her but her dury. Have you at 
ways over her the authority that belongsto 
you; but/joyn thereto ſo much of love and 
goodneſs, as that she may have more plea». 
ſure in obeying you , then you. shall bayein | | 
commanding her. - ITS} 
- If you know by long experience, thitit'fs 
'not iff your power to bring her to good, take = 
heed , that at leaſt she bring you not toevil: 


. 
. 

% 
% Oo 


tnitted :' it is better to quit her ; then to fol- 
Tow her into miſery , but leave her not'th 
<diforder.” This Were tocauſe ſcandil, and te _ 
make agreat noiſe fnavoiding her, and net 
to be well eſcaped from this domeſtic tors 
ment, 


VI1. MA- 
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VIE MAXIM. 


There 'is #0 head above the head of Serpent, 
and there is no wrath above the wrath of « 
Woman, Ecclel. 25. 


:PARAPHRASE. 


Mongſt the heads of Animals, that of 
'A the Adder is, the worſt and moſt dany 
gerous :, and among angers - that ofa Wo- 
man is moſt- dreadtul ., and the-ſubtileſt 
to invent trealons and means to deſtroy 
2 OU, þ D ; ” 
k \..-- ......, .  u You hall have more con- 
, Commuorari /eo- 'tentment. in dwelling with 
#1 & draconi.” - & Dragon , or & Lionels, 
Placebit , quam then '1n- having 2. wicked 
Habitare cum Wife in the Houſe, One 
wulzere nequam. may. tame or daynt wild 
| Beaſts, or elfe one may find 
ameans to eſcape from them and ſave ones 
ſelf by flight, But the rage of an unruly, Wo- 
- man is inevitable, you can neither daunt 
her, appeaſe her, nor fly from her. 


REFLECTION. 


FT istrue, that amongſt the diſorders cau- 
ſed by fin , one ofthe moſt deplorable m- 
| m 


ina Woman. 

Gods deſign was, that her countenance, 
ber voice . her nature. and her ſpirit, should 
not be but ſweetneſs ; That the ſpiritof Man 
Should not be butyvigour and Wiſdom , and 


that of theſe two qualities joyn'd toge-- 


poſed. 0 nace.'s 
S1n has overthrown this deſign, There is 
happened in our nature a corruption , which 
in the greateſt part of Women, bath ſtrange 
effects. "POL ICED | 
-The 'force of fumes arid vapours ; the 


ther ,- should the felicity of Hou les be com- 


weaknels of the'Orgins and of the Imagina- 


tion;' and' in finethe blindneſs of the mind, 
cauſe many tears to thoſe that love them, 
and much misfortune in moſt affairs where- 
in they meddle.- Ll 
In them, objes vehement, light,or 74ga- 
bond:; governthemſelves , and ftirofthems 
ſelves. : iThe Imagination delicate and fee- 
ble, follows their tranſport ;. the proud and 
blind mind, approves their faults, and maine 
tains them: The Woman believes thar all 
which paſſes in herſelf, thouglyin deſpight 
of ber, 15 tuſtand praiſe worthy.” -- ; 
:;It-feems that in all this, there is ſomere- 
mainder of the old Serpent, or ſome fort of 
poſſedion. -I bat : which we call Caprice, 


Obſtinacy z1and very often madneſs, &cc.: is - 


the 
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moſt fatal , is that which ordinarily appears 
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the Devil that. enters their head ,. and who 
without taking away tbe judgement and 
the liberty, makes them do what we lee, 


VIII, MAXIM. 


Her H uhand hall fit among his Neighbours : 
. and when he beareth it, shall ſigh bitterly. 
Ecclel. 25. 
, | FR _ OOTY ny , 


PARAPHRASE. 

r Er unfortunate Husband , whom s$he 

-* inceſſantly:.aMicts, his common -exer- 

Ciſe is.in making of complaints ; and-allrhe; 

comfortable anfwershe receives from thoſe; 
who hear him are but Gghs. 


REFLECTION, 


T is very improper to complain publick-' 

ly.of domeſtic diſorders. 'Tisa shame» 
full harm that a man is loath to diſcover to 
the Phyſician. Thoſe who ſuffer it » ought 
to blushat ir, aſwell as thoſe who makeit. - 
- | Let the Wife be looſe, fierce or violent, 
the Husband doth bimſelf wrongafſoon as 
he accuſes her. lt is noteſs his:1ntereſtto 
keep her faulr ſecret, then to cure it. .- 
. * Thereis neceſſary , Prudence and Power. 
The point is, effectually to remedy Gedly 
an 
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and in the mean while to hinder that the Pa- 
tient does not cry out, 

Chooſe well a Woman before taking her. 
When you have her, do not adore nor de« 
ſpiſe her. | 

Take heedeither of ſtirring herup, or in. 
diſcreetly driving her to anger, by ſevereand 
unjutt outrages, or making of her proud by a 
loofe com plaiſance and importunate kind» 
neſlſes. Loye her perfeAly , but shew her 
only one part of your love, atleaſt hide the 
infirmities thereof. LED 

'Yourduty and your happineſsis to inſpire 
her with Wiſdom ; but remember, That you. 
$hall never make her wiſe, butin rendring 
_ ſelf otherwiſe lovely then by too much 

ricendship, 


The Councils of Wiſdom 
ARTICLE IL 


M AXIMS 


For the government of Children, 


c56. 


- 
——_— D— 
A_ —_ _ — 


The firk MAXIM. 


For. I was my Fathers Son , tender and only be- 
; dovedin the fight of my Mather, pe taught 
-. ne alſo , and ſaid unto me: Let thine heart 
. #etaiu my words , get Wiſdom, &c. Prov.4. 


Fs jew Olemor faith, I have heretofore 
r been young, and a little Child, 
well-beloved of my Father , and 
J# governed by my Mother , unto 
whom 1 was very dear, and who 
kept me always near ber , that I might re- 
ceive as well inſtruftions , as careſles 
from her, 1loſt no time, even whilſt I was 
at play , for whiltt 1 play'd and took the di- 
verſions due to my age' ; sbe would that 
I should always have a mind attentive, and 
an open heart ready to bearkep , becauſe os 
a 


141 
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had always ſome good wordto tell me, Her 
diſcourſe ordinarily was. | 

My Son, love Wiſdom and Vertue wore 
then all the wealth ofthe World, therelt is 
but vanity. | 

That which hall render you an honeft 
man, is the true wealth z 2nd that which God 
shall prize in you -is therue greatneſs, Ob. 
ſerve his Law , 2nd obey his Will, Dore 
forget any thing that you have learnt, 
touching the happineſs of being in his fa- 
vour; don'tquit that, for any 1 tulence you: ** 
Shill be brought ro ſuffer. Fevr nothi”gs 
That $hall preierve you , as long as you 
keep it. ; 


REFLECTION. 
H Ow great are the inventions of Wiſe 
dom , in the le:{t things! Whar a high 


and ſublime policy h-s it, in the ConduR of 
a Child, who co::1es out of the Cradle! How: 


j fair and proficable Councils, in an unimita= 


ble example! 
Love a Child tenderly , and careſs it on 

every occaſion , without ſpoiling the lower 
of his age, or making the candor of his in / 
nocence and fimplicity to fade: preſerveit 
in him, without perplexing him, keep him in - 
fear and duty , without tuking away his lis : 
berty , Give himan inclinatian to goud and- 

H make 


F 
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make him bend to that fide, without brexk- 
ing any thing , and without doing any vio« | ſtic 
teaceto his honour, _ {chin 

' Do in ſuch ſort , as that he may looſe no- 
thing, neither of reſpe& during familiarity, 
Kor love during corrections, nortime du+ 
fing play, let him always learn ſomthing 
that may help him to become Wile , and let 
every accident that happens to him, be made 
a teflon of Wiſdom and Piety; let him have 
all his pleaſures in the preſence of his Father 

ad: Mother , and although one ſuffer him 
not t© commit faults there , yet never-' 
theleſs he cannot ſuffer to be kept elſe- 
where. "| He 
Let bim know that the reproofs that you 1 
give bim, cane from good will; let his Mo- 
ther appear as lovely during threatnings as 
careſſts ; let ſeverities bear fo well the marks 
of atrue affeCtion. as that he may hold kim- 
felf thereby obliged, as by gratifications and | 
VECOmMP . 

_ Let hi ſtom himſelf to take the lit- J\0 
tlediſcontents of his Mother, for the greateſt . Þ . 4, 
misfortune , end let him have no ruder pu- 
niehmeEnt , than the ſadneſs of her eoun- | 
teftance and her filence. 

Let him with the milk . ſuck the firſt 
ſweetneſs of devotion , and letthis Maxim 
be imprinted in his Soul betimes ; That on. 
chth there is 20 gtber felicity > then tolire 


AC- 


159 
according to the' Laws of Reaſon and Ju- 
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ſtice ; let them often ſay again the ſame 
things to him. afcer different Methods , and 
with that wearine(ſs and addreſs, «s thathe 
may not loath to hear it; And that toref 
him one good word , let the proper time be 
made uſe of ; whilſt that he plays and that 
his heart is open by tendernels, to the end 
that words may enter ſweetly , andrhat he 
may feel nothing but pleaſure in learning , 
whathe ought tolearn, . 


He that loveth bis Son, cauſith him often tofeel 
the rod, cc). 30. | 


PARAPHRASE. 


E that loves his Son , Cceaſethnot toin- 


H ftru& bim according to the needs of his 
age ; andhe regulates all the motians of his 
body and mind, by perpetual and judicigt 
advices. 


| REFLECTION. 


TT» Egin to apply your ſelf to the inftry- 
Gon of your Obildren » afloon ast . 

are able to hearken, and forget not , that 
education ought to follow ſoon after the 
H 2 birth 
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birth , ſince corruption and the inclinztionf aw: 
toevilcomes withit, | In | 
For little as a Child can be, fince thathd cat: 
hath a ſpiritual and an immortal Soul , *ti 
ſcandalous to let them live brutishly ; and tc 
expect that reaſon should be throughly 
awake , before you ſpe:k to him of hisdutyy He 
is to wait very long p 
} Whilſt that nature is ſoftand flexible, it il / 
neceſſary to bend it, and give it the firit fold 
W ofche affeftions and habits, that it ought to 
F have in the time of its ſtrength, It 1s ne- 
 ceſlary that your Child practiie good before 
he knows 1t : it's neceflary tht he accu: 
ſom himſelf thereto by. obedience or ne- 
ceflity , before he chule it by judgement; 
and that without knowing what he doth, hel Pa 
Should do nothing , but-according to the 
rules of reaſon and honeſty. | 
. Infancy has its perfeCtions and its vertues:| fr; 
order ito, that they appear in the infancy off the 
your Son. Aſlpon as nature teaches him to Fc 
will and to ſpeak, teach him to will and to 
Tpeak as is neceſſary; and do ſo well , that 


any of his humane aCtions, may not have 
- the air and appearance of the actions of | 
— 

The Chi!d that is happily, and wel 
brought up» is he in whom the paſſions are 
ſubdued, and obedient before reafon is 
wake, 18 ſuch manner , asthat when v 

| awa 
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awake it has nothing elſe to do but to reign 

in peace , and to enjoy the victory that edu= 

hat he] cation. bas won. 

I 4 Thi : 

.nd t 111. MAXIM. 

ughly . 

duty He that teacheth his Son shull have joy in him, 
and shall rejoyce of him among his a:quait= 


1zt10t1 


® 


2 Itiff Zane Eccl.30. 

fold | 

ght tof PARAPHRASE, 

1S Ne» 

zefore He Father who teacheth his Son, and 
accu- hath care himſelf of his education, shall 


Tr. NE draw honour from thence , and shall with 
NENt;} much joy ſee him dearly beloved of his 
hs - Parents \, and eſteemed of his fellow ci- 
tizens. 

A Son nurſed by the Mother , and in» 
Tues:f ſtructed by the Father, shall be the joy of 
cy off their Houſe , and the happineſs of their 
1m.t0f Fown. | | 


tha! REFLECTION. 


s oft] 20 negligence of the one, and the af 
fairs of the other , have introduced the 

well cutom of confiding in Maſters , for in- 
1s are] ſtruſting of their Children, . This is not 
1154] what Nature intended. When itgave milk 
sf and tenderneſs to the Mother , and intelli. 
H 3 gengGe 
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e and prudence to the Father, its ded 

gn was to accomplish the glory of thei 
fruitfulneſs, and to render them Father anc 
Mother of a Son, who was entirely theirs; H 
2nd who owed” his nourthment and his 


W iſdorn, but to their pains and conduct. Cat 

A Mother that lets not her Child go ow . bo 
of her arms , but when reaſon iscometoff ag 
kim :” A Father who lets him notgoout off a 


bis Houſe, but when that reaſon $ball go-j| vi 
vern him , and that he hath contracted, thei th 
* habits of ating by judgement, and of loving] th 
 henous, taſts the true pleaſures of paternal 

authority 3 and no man is perfectly happy in 
having 2 Son, but ke who hath given him 
life, icience and vertue, 
. - If your Son holds bis vertue from another / 
and not from you , he is not yours by one] hs: 
half; and you have no right to attribute to] of 
your ſelf, any of his fine ations. He helds| th 
rot you the power toeat and ſleep, and 


from the Maſter the power to att wiſely and | y! 


to live as an honeſt Man, Ac 
| 1 e- 


IV. MAXIM, | uy 


He that teacheth his Son! , grieveth the enemy, a 
and before his friends, he shall rejoyce of htm. | * 
Eccl. 30. +; 


P A-, 
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PARAPHRASE. 
H E who brings up his Son carefully, a» 


bours as well tor others as himſelf. He 
can boaſt amonglit his kindred and neigh- 


- bours that he is their good friend , fince he is 


a good Father , andone who prepares them 
a {uccefſar, and a faithful heir , who shall re» 
vivethefriendship that he had for them, and 
= good examples that be bath given 
them, E 


REFLECTION. 


Man has not much wealth , when he 

hath none for his Children : But he 
hath yet leſs vertue., if he hath not enough 
ofitto makean Inheritance, and to hinder 
that this vertue does not die with him. 

If you aſpire unto imr ortality » and if 
you are touched with the laudable defire of 
acquiring it, doſo, asthat all the moſt pre» 
ciovus and excellent things that you poſſeſs, 
may remainafteryou; and leteach remain 
in the place proper to them , to be immortal 
and glorious; Your Soul in Heaven , your 
vertue in the heart of your Children , your 
reputation and your name in the memory of 
your friends, in fine, your filver in Gods 
Treaſury, in the hands of the poor. . 

H 4 But 
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But obſerve, that vercue is not beſtowed 
as wealth in ſaying, I leave. 
Touching this Article, To fay at the hour 


Pg 


-of death, or by the hand of a Notary, in ones; 


Will, I give and bequeath unto my Son, my 
Devotion and my Wiſdom, &c is todo 
n-othirig at a!l: your Son £hal! not have them 
thereby If you would that he poſle!s them, 
do ſo in the time of your health, as may put 
him in poſſeſſion of them , and put good 
examples before his eyes, from whence he 
may learn that this poſſeſſion is lovely, and 
that it ought to be loved , morethen riches 
and other goods which perish. 


V. MAXIM, 


«Ax Horſe not broken becometh headſtrong. and 
a Child left to himſelf will be willful.Ecc.30. 


PARAPHRASE. 


| N Horſe neglected and that one tames 
A not betimes, becomes untameable ; and 
a Child that one abandons to his liberty, 
without reproof or correction becomes in- 
eorrigible. 


REFLECTION. 


\ Xpe& not but that yours should com- 
| J mit 6rimes great enough, for you to cor- 
rect, orreproye. Malice increaſes with age, 
and 


— 


—_ 
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and in theend arrives-to.a pitch., and toan 
excels, where chaſtiſement.is not only very 
our F unprofitable, but yery dangerous. _ 
>Nes.. Do not expect but that his little indeyo= 
my | tions will become facriledges ,. and that his 
>do | little angers will change theraſelves intotu- 
em f ries, -and they may meditate deſigns of trea- * 
em, {| chery and parricidie. Punish them whillt 
put | youcan draw honour, and profit out of your 
od | {everities, and have a great care , that others. 
he | have not occafion to punish him , when the 
nd punishment $ha]l be the death of your Sons 
hes | the loſs of your Honour , the ruin of 
your Houſe, and the reproach of your 
polterity. 


#d VI MAXIM. 


'o, : 

| Cocker thy Child,and he shall make thee affraid, 
Play with him and he will bring thee to hea= 

o vineſs. Eccl.30. | | 

y PARAPHRASE. 

To 


I F youtreat your Son always with careſſes * 
and kiſſes, and if you continue togive 
' himmilk, atthe age of fifteen or fixteen , be 
| will return you gall , and he will oblige you 


q to fear him, aſmuch as you should have loved 
* T - him. 
7 Jf you play with-bim , you $halllelemuch- 


H 5 _ 


a "4 
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at that play, yout familiarity shall be recom» 
_ a coritempt , that shall cauſe your 
eath, 


REFLECTION. 


Hildren come to an ages when they 

A. _{ need no milk, nor carefles, thor laugh- 
ter, nor familiarity. 

There muſt always be love 3 but at that age 


. Yout Son ought ro divine that you love 


Kim : it doth not belong to you to tell 
Kim (o. 

Have you 4a refetvedireſs and a fGlencs 
which should do all > which corre&s when 
he is faulty, and commends when he doth 
well. Spare not either Praiſes or Corre- 
Etions, but do in ſuch fort asthat you give 
Heither bur by the eyes. 

' When: he hath failed, let your preſence 


and your ſadneſs be all his puttshment. - 


When he hath done well, let him be ra- 
vished to fee you, and let him take that for 
his recompenſe,. Approve what he hath 


| | done; butlet your approbation be, ifpoſſi- 
ble without words; art leaft , let it not be 
Much arid let the declaration that you shall 


ke to him, of your ſentiments touching 


Eb. His demeanout - be little better then filence 


is 
& (elf, 


VI, MA-" | 


bur 
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VII MAXIM. 


Laugh not with him, leaſt thou have ſorrow 
with him , and leaſt thon gnash thy teeth mm 
the end, FEccl. 3o. 


PARAPHRASE. 


On'r laugh with a Child, if you are 
D not willing to weep with him. If you 
have not inceſſantly the hook in hand, to 
prune the branches of this tree,and tolop off 
that which is offenſive, you $hall pluck but 
bitter fruit, ſuch as $hall make your teeth 
gnash, and make you feel molt grieyous 
pangs in your latter days, 


REFLECTION. 


E Þ Here are three things , which neceſſa- 
rily make you looſe your authority 
over your Son. To laugh with kim and. 
render him too familiar; To ſuffer and dif- 
ſemble his faults; and in the end to give 

him evil examples, and to make your paſ= 
ſions, and weakneſs appear beſore him. | 
Theſe re the three indiſcretions , that 
take away the reſpe& that is due to you,and 
which accuſtomes him to contemn you, 
Aveid them carefully : For aflſogn as you . 
H6-,  ] 


—— 
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fee your authority loſt ; be you aſſured that 


your Son himſelf is loſt. 

. In one word, donot adore him: andin 
regard of Children , take heed of following 
the fatal example of ſo many other Fathers, 
who make Fools of them by their education, 
and then Judges , Magiſtrates , and Ma- 
ſters of the people, by their filver or 


Credit, 
VIII, MAXIM. 


Bow down his neck whilſt be 1s young , leaſt he 
wax ſtubborn, and be diſobedient 10 thee, and 
fo bring ſorrow to thine heart, Eccl, 39, 


PARAPHRASE. 


” Ow down his neck in his youth, and 
bring down his pride , and make his 
_ © rebellious ſpirit bend to obedtence and duty; 


fail tocorrefthim on occaſion, leaſt he har- 
' den himſelf inevil, and his wicked nature 
become inflexible 3, otherwiſe you hall 


_ 'Sng him arrive at that'paſs ; and you sball 


ſuffer eternal repentings for your negli- 
gence. 


RE- 


with all the ſtrength you areable, Never , 


have the diſpleaſure, and theshame of ſee- , 


w Q& ks 


= » Sos 


WM 2x 4 
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REFLECTION, 


Evertheleſs in taming him free your 

ſelf from anger, CorreQion does 
wonders » againft the looſneſs of youth" 
when' molt incor. igible and deſperate, but 
choler mixt inthis moſt excellent edicine 
is poiſon. If you give the one with the 
other , you go to deltroy him, believing 
thereby to remedy his dittemper , and you 
render your ſelf his murdercr io acting the . 
Phyſician. 

Learn to be ſevere and dreadful without 
beivg in rage; to be firm and inflexible, 
without ceaſing to be reaſonable, to bejuit _ 
and entite without being vio'ent ;. and 
know the way to have thecountenance and 
the word of a terrible Judge , at the 
ſame time that you -conlerve a Fathers 
heart. 


IX, MA XIM, 


G:zve n8t thy Son and thy Wife , thy Brother 
and Friend , power over thee whilſt thow 
. liveſt , ani give not thy goods to another, 
. feaſt it repent thee and thou intreat forthe | 
Jame.Eccl. 33. | 
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PARAPHRASE, 


= And 
He REFLECTION. 


W Hilſt you live don't put your ſelfun+ 
der the Conduct of thoſe, whom 
& = your ſelf ought to manage » neither 
ife, Children, nor Friends, 
Retain always that authority that God 
| hath given you , and the free diſpoſal of 
' your Goods , without confiding in any 

. wholoevetr -it be, for fear, leaſt inſtead ob 

the eaſe and reft you hope for , you fall 
» intocontempt, and that you do not render 

thoſe cruel and ungratetul , whom you 
hink, your liberglity should render wiſer 
nd more acknowiedging. 

Aﬀoon as you s$ball have given all to 
your Sons and Daughters , they will be- 
- lieve that they now owe you nothing 
| more. And' when your hands $hall be 
| my » Your countenance $hall be odious 

2nd intolerable : Suffer not that by any 
| prayer or application whatſoever , they 
make you ever to change your refoku- 
| tion : for 'tis better to ſee your Chil. 
dren dependant on your good will, then 
to rely upon their acknowledgement and 
zuſtice, T 

Deal 


— 


mn aA -  F_32> 
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Deal ſo, as that they have always need . 
of you » of hope tor ſomething from you, 
but tand not in negd of them , if you intend | 
to be loved by them. Shew them your hands *' 
during life, but Keep them shut and don't let 
all go butat death. | 
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ARTICLE II! 


MAXIMS 


For the government of Servants, 


A— 


The firt MAXIM. 
oA yoak and a collar bow the neck » ſo are 


torments and tortures far an evil Servant. 


Eccl. 33. | 
PARAPHRASE. 


hty yozk brings down 
dlotty neck : and daily | 
nders a Servant hums- 
in the end, gives him an 
- inclination to his duty. 
Mitteilumin Never leave your Ser- 
| ofperationem ne vant without employ, for 
wacet: multim Idleneſs is the Miſtreſs , of 
enim malitiam the Scbool of malice, Tis 
docuit otiofitas, $he that teacheth it in Hou- | 
| - ſes , and render all thoſe 
learned' therein who have the leaſure to- 
ſtudy it, and who want bulinels, 6 


\ 
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If you give your Servant © Operaturin _ 
work'he will give you'reſt, diſciplina , &# 
if you ſpare him he will querir requieſ- 
give you pain. When he cere laxa manus 
does nothing , he thinks of #1i , & queret 
doingevils and the more at /ibertatem. 
liberty he is, the more incli- 


nation hath he to looſneſs and debay=. 


chery. 
REFLECTION. 


Ake no body to ſerve you, if you have 

not wherewith to employ him at. all 
times of the day. One quarter of an hours 
idleneſs joyn'd to another , shall quickiy be 
long enough , togivea Servant the will to 
do no more, and toteach you, That a Ma=- 
ſter who nourisheth a floathful perſon , is 
very near to nourishing a Traitor and aa 
Enemy. 


II. MAXIM. 


Bread , Correction and Work are for a Servant, 
Eccl. 33» 


PARAPHRASE, 


fg Þ Here are three things, of which your 
L Servant ought not to ſtand in need, 
(viz. ) Bread, Work, and Admonition. 


4 d | ; 
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REFLECTION, 


F Bread , becauſe *tis his right ; of 
F Work: becauſe *ris his condition; ot 
Admonition or chaftiſement becaule tis 
your intereſt, 

Without Admonition , he corre&ts not 
bis own faults ; without labour he wilt com- 
mit new ones 2nd greater; without Brezd 
he will believe that he may commit them, 
and that all his thefts are allowed him. In one 
word, when by your indevotion, ferious ad- 
vices are wanting in your Houle, aſwell as 
wholeſom correftion s W hen that by your 
negligence they are not well imploy*d, and 
when that by your coverouſnels , they are 
;. neither well paid or well fed. Takethem 
for Ungodly, Unchaſt and Theevs, all thoſe 
who are content to dwell with you, 


III. MAXIM- 


If he be not obedient, put on more heavy fetters, 
be not exceſſive towards any, and without 
diſcretion do nothing. Eccl. 33. 


 PARAPHRASE. 


wW Hen he refuſes to obey punish him; 


but do nothing by paſlion and with- 
out 


"> 
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out judgement. The tranſports of your 
wrath do not Correct him , they pervert your 
ſelf and render you mere blame worthy 
then him, 


REFLECTION. 


Sſoon as you know bim to be incorrt- 

A gible, ſend him away, and beleeve that 
*tis better ta be tidaf him 4moneth ſooner, 
then to employ him this moneth to vex yous 
#nd rake you commit without ceating, | 
faults of impatience and tranſports of an- 
ger, Burt if you judge that he may atnend 
himſelf, and that you have cauſeto hope for 
an amendment and ſervice: from him ; dis 
ſtinguish between his faults of floathfulneſs, 
orevil will, and thoſe of his ignorance, arfl 
have therein a moſt judicious conduct , atid 
the moſt juſt tbat you are able. | 

Tbe moſt excellent means to be feared 
and well ſerved in your Houſe, is toxender 
your ſelf ferious towards your domeſticksz 
and to have few words with then. Know 
all that they do,but hinder them from knows 
ing what you think , and what you 
w1'l do. | 

They will not have of reſpect for you, but 
as you have of moderation or reierve t0- 
wards them. 

Heretofore Idols were adored , hen 
racy 
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they were Images of men who had their eyes 
open, but ſaid nota word. 

A Man who ſees every thing in his Houſe, 
and who ſpeaks not, is reſpected asa God : 
They tremble without his threatning, and 
the only fer that they have, by his not 
ſpeaking , keeps every one in his order, and 


In bis duty, 
IV. MAXIM. 


Jf thou haſt a faithful Servant , let him be to 
thee as thy ſelf, and treat him as a Brother. 
Eccl. 33. 


PARAPHRASE. 


f Hen you have afaithful , ingenious 

, and an humble Ser vant, let him be as 

| dearto you as your Life, Treat bim as a Bro- 

" ther or as a Friend. Remember not only, 

that *cis one of the rareſt things in the World, 

andchat one cannot buy it too dear ; but re- 

member alſo , that the eternal Wiſdom, 

- which diſpoſeth of the ſervitude and liberty 

of men, bath put him into your hands, and 
*cis a preſent of bis providence and love, 


REFLECTION, 


Far not to be familiar with a wiſe Ser- 
1 *' vant, who bas affection for bis duty. 
Onely 


SY 
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Only have a care, that he doth not accuſtom 
bimſelf to gueſs, but to ask what your inten- 
tions are, and whit your Will is on caCh OC= 
caſion. 

Diſcharge your ſelf on him , of your dif. 
quiets and housho!d butineſs. But if you 
would do that happily it is neceſlary at leaſt, 
that you tzke one trouble, (viz.) 1olook to 
it; and to know all that pailes 

See you ali that he doth; not fo asto have 
a watch on his fidelity , but to hirider him 
from forgetting his condition. 1{f yeu do 
not make hi:n remernber it, he will without 
douht forget it; and things sball zrrive4o a 
pitch, that shall neceſſitate your dependance 
on him, | 

lt is very eaſy to make a good Servant an 
11] Maſter. 

And although he commands very wiſely | 
and governs your Houſe keeping with much 
ſucceſs, it is yet shametul ror you to obey in 
your own Houſe, You can't looſe more 
then in looſing your authority there. 

'Tis an ill way of underitanding , either 
right or policy , to recmpenſe the long ſer- 
vices of a Walting Gentleman by ſerving 
him your ſelf, and fearing him in your 
curn. 

Since he is wiſe, put your goods and your ' 


. buſineſs into bis hands, But know that you 


mult not con. Municate power, asa Father 
COMe - 


-__ 


— 


—— 
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communicates life ; but as the Sun commu- 
nicates Light, giving itinceſlantly, andin 
| keeping rhe Perſon obliged, by a perpetual fa 

dependance, - { 


A Servant towhom onetruſts all , with- tc 

| out taking any notice of what he doth , shall y 
». quickly be a Thief or the Maſter of the | B 
Houle. | . 

t 

V. MAXIM. . - 

WW: 7 t 
| prerems thy Servant worketh truly , intreat E 
him mot evil, tet thy Soul love a good Ser=s | © 


vent. Eccl. 7. 
PARAPHRASE. 


ww 


L, | 
i A FAict not a Servant who doth whathe 
A on. and who employs heartily all his 

Rrength and health toferveyou. You are 
unworthy to live, if your evil humours 
amakethoſe to ſuffer who love you, and who 


liyenotbutfor you alone. 
O ſo well, asthat one may be cbntent 
D to ſerve you,when heenters into your 

! le , that one may be faithful and happ 
hen 'hets there - 2nd that one may berich, 
 'f irbepolſkble when oneggcs out: _ 
"$3? Pp; t 


REFLECTION. | 


f 
1 
( 
{ 


* 
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That is your honour, for one of the quali- 
ties of great Men, is to make thofe great who . 
fairckfully ſerve them with love. Do not as 
ſome, who render themſelves eaſy and good 
to their Servants, provided that theirSer- 
vants were content to be poor and miſerable. 
Bur on the other , negle&not your intereft, 
ſettle things ſo, Thar the advancementof 
thoſe who gain with you, come no otherwwle 
bur your liberality and their Witdom : And 
thatrheir treaſureincreaſenot by your loſſes. 
For itis very shamefull to ſee , what is eyery 
day (cen, of rich Servants and poor Maſters. 


VI-MAXIM. 


Lahour not to be rich, ceaſe from thine own 
Wiſdom, Prov. 23. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Verwhelm not your ſelf by labour, 
nor looſe your health to heap op 
riches. 

Fear and Pradence which makes you to 
foreſee future needs, are a true folly , ifthey 
mteret themſelves in preſerving the Inng- 
cence and Tranquility of your ſoul, alwellas _-; 
the making your revenue increaſe. fc.” - 


R E- 
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REFLECTION. 


and you labour hard to be rich, t., reit 
your ſelves ſome yeats hence. Do better 
then that, Take you reſt today and put off 
giving your ſelf grief and diſturbance till 
that day. 
| Rid your ſelf ofthe ambition of acquiring 
* much wealth, and know by the experience 
of others, that *ris ro acquire much trouble. 
- To have too much {ilver in ones Coffterss.. 


are two commodities equally dangerous, 
Reſt and pleaſure increaſe not with wealth, 
when Goods are arrived toa ſufficiency or 
to a middle condition, you have attained to 
the urmoſt limits of pleaſure. 
You may bemorerich., but never more 
' content, nor more at eaſe, 
When you shall be a great Lord, and that 
you hall ſee your ſelt in the middeſt ofa 
muttitude of Officers. All the advantage 
above Perſons of a middle degree, shall be, 
That you $hall bave more trouble and im- 
portunity sbout you , more unprofitablee 
neſſesin your moveables, more vanities and 
ollies in your cloaths , more company at 
your Table, more noiſe in your Houſe, and 
more trouble in your mind. J 
31 We With 


| you give your ſelves diſquiet this day, 


and too much nourishment in the ttomack,' 


| 


| 
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With all the millions you can poſſeſs you 


| can'c buy a ſecond Bedy: and whilſt you 


bave bur ane , you shall haye no need oftwoa 
Houſes , northree Tables, and yet leſs need 
of forty hands.to ſerve you, 

All this multitude of pains and .unreft, 
shall be for other Perſons, that you shall nou- 
rish ; and certainly one may fay , tbat thoſe 
who labour moſt te eniich thernſelves. are 
the very Perſons» who leaſt enjoy the pleg« 
fare of their own labours. | 
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IV. ARTICLE. 


MAXIMS, 


For the: Condu of. a Wiſe Man E:. 
wards his Friends. 


FIRST MAXIM. 


a1 faithfull Friend is a ſtrong defence , ani 
he that hath found ſuch an one. hath found s 
. , Treaſure, Ecclel. 6, 


PARAPHRASE. 


: 26 ES; Faithfall Friend isa fortreſs that 
bY "h, Sn defends, and a Treaſure that en-, 


Ib 27 


SW; \riches. He that wn it is 


 FESXES happy » and his bappinels is ſe» 
| Cure. Wi 


REFLECTION. 


77 Eep this Treaſure carefully ; and if there | 
*> remains in your Soul, any remembrance ' 
Of its Heayenly cxtraRtion, and any _ 
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of jits reſemblance with God:, never live 
{| without friendehip. | | 
| It ſufficeth even to live, To know that. 
A | there is in us a neceſlity to love. - For as our 
J 9 Souls arecreated after the Image of the Crea- 
tor y ithey muſt of neceſlity , have a goodneſs 
n to. | which drive3 them , as it were togo out of 
 themſelves,andthatalltheir ſubltance should 
be no other thing then a Divine and an im- 
material lame, which raiſeth it {elf rowards 
Toy he: Heaven, and who in aſpiring to God, ſeeks 
another heart then its own, as a Companion 
and an help, to be aſſlited in its elevations, 
andtoarrive moreeaſily at its ſoveraign hap- 
> and pinefs. | ; PE OY 
und s Each fpirit is but the one half ofano- * } 
ther. Not that theſe are divided in the ma- 
king, and two made of one: But they are 
formed with a proportion anda ſympathy, 
which inſpires them with defire, andgives 


'that them power-tojoyn themſelves, andto act 

ten-,| fo by their intimate communications that  ' 
n 15 | they become as one. Butbeforeall may be+ | 
$ {Ce accomplished , there are formed inthe Soul- 


of Man, much anguisb and doleful melan= 

| cholly - and! ſeveral ſorts of diſtempers and. 
miſeries, becauſe it is the Image of God, the: 
eternal felicity of which conſiſts in this , that 
ere \ neither ofthoſe perſons iseveralone. I 
One part ofa wiſe Mans skill, is to knows.. 

that the moſt of the miſeries of our mind, 
- . come | 


— 
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eedicamentum vite. 


IL. MAXIM. 


 * tim that will hear. Love thy friend and 6e 
© fauhfullts him, Eccl.25, 27. 


PARAPHRASE, 


O find agood Friend, and cats capa= 
-&. ble, eicher to hearken to profitable 
truths, or to retain ſecrets ef conſequence, 
1s an happy rencounter. 4 | 
q © Love your like, and content your Soul in 
* zoyning your ſelf with him by a perfe&t cen. 
ence, without having any thing upon the 
kcart, which may not be common to him. 


REFLECTION. 


Hat which ourSouls would truft, and 
| | that which they would draw out of 
| themſelves, to tranſport'it intoother Souls, 
\ Fre three things. Their Knowledge, their 
Secret, and their Perſon. I 7 is 

When they communicate their Science, 
| fviz.) Their Knowledge that they have ac- 

quired by ſtudy, or the News that they have 
| learn'd by fame. or the Light that any 
Romonrtobt fnnmbadohenm h 7 


come from inward ſolitude; and that their | 
remedy isa true friendship, Amicus fidelis | 


Bell i him that hath found Prudence ( or a 
, Friend) and he that ſpeaketh in the ears of 


«>. Ws = was pus 


" — — a GH ———_ 


AN 
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by from public affairs and other occaſions ; 
In one word. When they communicate 


| their indifferent thoughts with pleaſure , *tis 


familiarity. When they paſs further,and that. 
they communicate their ſecret thoughts, 
ts friendship. | 

When they go even to the utmoſt pitch, 


and that they aſpire to the communicating 


themſelves, and to tranſport their heartinto 
another heart - and as far as is poſlible to na- 
ture and grace » of two fpirits to make bug 


. one, *Tis properly and preciſely what we 


call Love. 

Good will follows Love. and that follows 
Friendship. We will the welfare of the ob 
jeR, aſſoon a8 we love it. Our own wellfare 
is common tohim. What belongs to « Man 
belongs to his Frieng. 

To gain a faithbfull and a ſincere Friend, is 
to acquire in a moment, allthat which be 

ofleſſeth, and that he hath been many years 
in getting. Beatus, qui invenit Verum amicyn, 


II. MAXIM. 
Nothing comntervails a faithful Friend and his 
exceliency is invaluable, Eccl 6. 
PARAPHRASE. 


* Here is nothing more precious in the 
World, than a good Friend. In the bal- 
lance of the wiſe it weighs heavier than all 


' |-* thegold and liiverin the World, - | 


83 RE. 
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REFLECTION: 


\ ff En ſpeak this day excellently of 
1 friendship : but tis a ſubjeCt whereon 
men ſeem, very ill to proportion the good 
they do, to what they ſay. | 

Our age is the moſt eloquent that has been 
thereupon , and the happieſt in words and 
thoughts. Never has there been ſo many Ad- 
mirers of this fair vertue, nor never ſo many 


 Panegyricksand pieces compoſed in honour 


of it, In Books,-in- all Societies, in the 
Court, and amongſt the People; men ſpeak 
not but of friendship. One ſees nothing elſe 
on the countenances and lips : it is every 
where but in mens hearts, Friendship plea- 


* feth us but intereſt is our Maſter. and there is 


noloſs with which-we zre leſs touched;or leſs 
afMicted then that of agood. Friend. 


V. MAXIM. 


A faithfull Friend is the medicine of Liſe , and 
they that fear the Lord shall findit. Eccl.6. 


PARAPHRASE, 


Ur Bodies have diſtempers which shor- 
() ten our mortal Life: Our Soul has thoſe 
which render its immortality unhappy : The 
remedy of the one and the other. isa good 
Friend; but you muſt fear God, to find it. 


then 


| Have many Friends, but haveno more « 
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then one confident» Be much with all the 
World; but be fingle with one alone. 

Eer your Houle , your Treaſures, your 
Hands, your Ears beopen to many Perſons; 
but let your Heart be open , only to the 1ntie 
mate Friend, that you have choſen. 


REFLECTION. | 
Our Heart was made to be given : it 
cannot refuſe it , without crime and in- 
famy : but its greateſt reproach and shameful= 
leſt injuftice, is to giveit ſelf to many. 

-It andits ſecret is no more any thing worth, 
when once they are common. The excellen- 
cy ofthe Heart of man, is to procurethe ge- 
neral good, and its ſelf to be a particular one. 

. Itis neceſlary, that it should be ofthe con- 
dition of the Sun, who obligeththewhole 
World,who is admired of Men and Angels, 
but go zerned and poſſeſt only by one. | 

In one word,the Heart is well wade, when 
It is as a ſtately Garment, and that it can tske 
this for its device. «Agreeable to all,proper to 
ane alone, 
V. MAXIM. h 
If thou wouldeſ? get a Friend , prove him firſts 
and be not haſty to credit him, Eccl. 6, 


5 PARAPHRASE. 
F you would have a good Friend , try 
him, and before that you truſt him know 
his fidelity. But remember that you bave- 


; I 4 ny 
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no other ballance for that, then thetime of || 


afflition, 
REFLECTION. 
T is true .that perfe@ friendsbips are be- 
gotten at the firſt moment ofan enter- 


view, and thatgreat wits know one another | 


from that inſtant. 

But a wiſe Man , who hinders not his in- 
clination from begetting - doth hinder it 
from declaring it ſelf ſo readily. 

He pleaſerh himſelf to feel the unforeſeen 
motions, and the ſweet and powerfull attra- 
ftions, that incline him to loyethe Perſon 
that ſeems lovely to him ; but before that be 
reſolves, he asks his reaſon,and he truſts not, 
butto its councils: and reaſon, before con- 
fent, asks concerning the time, and truſts 
none but experience. W boſoever has not 
feen more then a ycar , can't fay that he 
knows ; and whoſoever has ſuffer'd no- 
ching, can't ſay certainly that he is beloyed, 


VI MAXIM. 


For ſome Man a friend for his own 02/708 » 

* and will not abide in the dy of trouble. 

Eccl. 6. 
PARAPHRASE. 

Or there are Friends, who are not ſo but 
in fair weather. They fly away when the 
winter comes near; and when you begin to 
kmeat, they know you no more. — 


| 


a 
tf 


| 
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REFLECTION, 

TD Heir opinion is that friendship con+ 
ſifts in pleaſing themſelves with your 
converſation, and laughing with you , when 
youarein good humour , during proſperity 

and happy days. | 
They ought to know, that todeclare ones 
ſelf a Friend to any one, is to obligea man, 
ſe'f not ts have money in the time of his 
need, norleiſure in the time of his buſineſs, 
nor bloud and life in the time of his danger, 
whichare not his, and of which he may not 

beable to diſpoſe. 


VII. MAXIM. : 
«Again ſome Friend is companion of the Table. 
who will not rontinue in the day of thy neceſ- 
ſity. Eccl. 6. T- 

 _PARAPHRASE. 

Here are ſome who are good Friends 

when they are at Table : but from 

thence they know no body. They promiſe 

every thing, when they divert themſelves 

with you, and at your expence ; after that 

they remember nothing , and ordinarily 

feaſts ſerve, but to feed deceiyers and in- 

gratefull Perſons. 7 
REFLECTION. 

Hey believe that to love you, is to 

belp you laughing with a brazen face, 

during debaucheries, & in the commitment 


of fig with mooeboldncls and inſolence. 


5 Believe 
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Beleeve them not ; for if you take thofe 
for enemies, who uſe their hands and ſword 
againſt you , don*r take thoſe other ſorts of 


| 


Murtherers for Friends,- thoſe who employ «þ» 


our '-own hand to bring death into your 
eart, and who perſwade you to ſtifle in 
ou, by ſcandalous and brutish a&tions, buth 
nnocence, Grace and Honour, which are 
the true Life of Man. 
Flee thoſe Men : whatſoeyer may be the 


tye that faſtens yon to their company , burſt ' 


it,and look on them as unknown,oras Tray- 

tors. Remember that death breaks all Mare 
jages and crime all Friendships. 

SES? There : are others who are 

Ete/t ami- Phantaſtics and odd humour'd ; 
cus ad inimi- who love without intereſt , and 
citiam. are offended without grounds, 


and who make friendships , but - | 
to make complaints, and to ſeek occaſions 


to accuſe and perſecutea Friend. 

Enga3ge not your ſelf ſo far asto ſee ther : 
and beconſtant in-refuſing and avoiding the 
acquaintance, and familiarity of two ſorts of 
Perſons, | 

That of Libertins , whoare happy in poſ- 
ſeſling you; and-diverting themſelves with 
" You; but are alwaysready to betray you , and 
; to ſell you foralittle filver.. ; 


And that of thoſe-paſſionate and jealous / 


Friends ,; who take for weachery , — 
. | | , J 00 


| 
} 
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look that you caſt on any body elſe, and who 
have made an Ancient ſay very wiſely, That 
there'is no hatred more incolerable-and more 


to be feared than their friendship. 


V.IIE MAXIM. 


end there is a Friend , who being turned to 
enmity and ſtrife will diſcover thy reproach, 
Eccl.6. 
| PARAPHRASE 


Here are others, who cannot keep a 


Secret during anger, and whointhe . 


leaſt difference that happens, declare all they 
know of you , and cruelly vilify your confie 
dence and your ſincerity. 
REFLECTION. 
TT is true that theſe tranſports of their 
angeraredangerous , and they may cauſe 


fatal diſpleaſures ; But remember that when 
you havereceived any one into your friend= 


.$hip:, that you are not only to teel his affli- 


&ions , but you are alſo obliged to ſeffer his 
faulis; znd that *tis to ſuffer yery little for 
him, if you have not the courage toendure 


'. What comes from himſelf. 


There is no Friend but hath hisimper- 
feCtions and failings » and there are no fail- 
ings in your Friends , that you ought not to 


' excuſe : But there are nonealſo, but you 
_ .ouzht to have known before loving and. 
I 6  chuling - 
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chuſing him. Chooſe well, and neveren- 
gage your ſelf rolovea Man , whoſe fauits 
and weakneſſes are the intervals of hatredz 
and who during anger iv a true enemy. 


IX. MAXIM. 


Whoſo feareth the Lord Shall diref by friend. 
Ship aright » for as hes , ſoshall bis neigh- 
bour be alſo. Eccl. 6. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Hen you have found a conſtant 
Friend ,/ look on him as another ſelf. 
Make him enter into your Houſe, with the 
ſame liberty as into hisown; let him diſpoſe 
of your family , and concern himſelf with 
your affairs as of his own. 

*'Tis the happineſs of friendship, to live 
in two hearts , and to command in two 


Houſes, 
REFLECTION. 


; wW Hat Men ſay of two Suns, { if they 
| were in the World, ) would not be 
true, if they could love one another. 

Theſe were not two things incompatible, 
| buttwoequal powers , when that a right un- 
derſtanding were between them; and all 

Laws that Men make to govern the uni- 
verſe, in favourof the unity; were not good, 
but becauſe diſcqrd is an inſeparable compa- 

'  Rion oftwo Soyeraigns. When thatlove - 

: t 
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the third, there's the number neceſſary, to 
command happily both in Heaven and up- 
on Earth. 


X, MAXIM, 


Forſake not an old Friend , forthe new u not 
comparable to him, Eccl. g. | 


PARAPHRASE. . 
New Friend is never worth an old. 

A Change not : what you have already, 
is aſſuredly better then what you yet have 
not. If the Perſon that you have long loved, 
be leſs perfect and leſs precious , it is never» 
theleſs propereft for you , and beſt madeto 
your humour. 


The ſweetneſles of friendship come not ? | 


from the Nobility ofa Man, nor his know- 
ledge » nor the beauty ofhis mind, but from 
the conformity of his heart to yours. 

You cannot be more ill clad, thenbya 
z2udy and rich ſuit too big for you , ind that 
fits not well; neither can you be more ill be- 
loved, then by a man that nature has not 
made for you. | 

Moreover, there is no new Garment that 
does not incommode the body ; nor new 
acquaintance, that does not torment and 
wound the ſpirit. 

The reſerves and ceremenies continues 
long time ,and theſe are the grand affairs, at 
the beginnings of friendship. : 

| I.7z 


In 


——_— 
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| In aword, whoſoever can ceaſe to love a 
firſt Friend , is unworthy to have a ſecond, 
and whoſoever can let a good and a true 
friendship die , $hall never have another 
which may beimmortal. 


X1. MAXIM, 
Do 700d tothy Friend before thou die. Eccl.14., 


PARAPHRASE, 
13% not ſtay titl-the hour of death, to 


] do good to your Friend. Love makes 
companions, not heirs. It does not offer 
what it looſeth, and what it is conſtrained to 


” leave, but it rerders that comm on which it 


poſſeſſeth, Thetime of its liberality, is the 
tmeofits life. 

"Tis avarice , Or. neceſlity that gives at 
death,and which makes Teltaments. 

| In doing well , do not 
In bouts non des makereproaches;and when 
querelam, & in you oblige a Friend by any 
omni dato now favour, let your countes 
des triſtitiam nance and your words 
" werbi mali, oblige yet more. The ſad- 
"18: * nels of the giver, offends 
| . him who receives ; and 


2Z changeth the good done, into diſpleaſure. 


Denial oftentimes ought to be excuſed, 
becauſe it may come from inability. But a 
{ad conſent and trouble, cagnot but be very 
, | 7 od10us 3 
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.. that pleaſeth it, is ſuddenly done. 
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odious; becauſe itcan come from nothing 
bur covetouſneſs or want of affeCtion. * 

When you have occaſion to help your 
Friends, have always three things open, your 
Hands, your Countenance, and your Heait, 

To do a kindneſs with ſpeed, is to do it 
twice; Burt todoit in a Civil and courteous 
manner, is to do it more then an hundred 
times. 

In like manner, let that Ne dicas amico 
never happen, asto ſay toa 7u9 : YVade, o& 
Friend , Come again to reverte : as 
morrow and I will give it dabo ti6s. 

, Prov. 2. 

« A favourdelay'disſcarce . 
more worth then denial; and it is not given! 
from the day that one Can give it , ane gives 
bur at halves, . 

It ſeems as if by this delay , you did ſeek 
tit.e, to find means to do nothing , ar leaſt, 
you demonſtrate, that you do not oblige 
with pleaſure. Joy is ready, andevery thing 


XII MAXIM. 


Change not a Friend for any good by no means, 
Eccl. 7. 


PARAPHRASE. 
Oleſt not your Friend, who defers 
the payment .of what he owes you. It 


> 
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if is betterto have your money alittle too late, 1 
- then looſe ſo dear a friendship too ſoon, 
Tolend by affeftion, is toemploy your 
money well; but to loofe a Friend to reco« 


ver it, is toloole more then that's worth. 
REFEECTION. 


Ince you are in haſte tobe paid , con- 
| & ceive that be is more ſtraitned toper- 
formir: and know, that tit is not ſo painful 
to an honeſt man to want money, as 'tis to 
owe it. Be content that he's afflicted and 
. diſturbed: don't render him shamefull by 
ſpeaking to him of that affair. 
Thoſe who have a little true friendsbip , 
' blush at the calling to mind the debt ofa 
i. . Friend, Since you have much courage and 
much love do you your ſelfblush at the re. 
membrance thereof. . 
To hold ones peace thereupon, 1s not to | 
, be generous enough, pertect kindnes is quite 
. to forget it. 


XIII. MAXIM. 


Looſe thy money for thy Brother and thy 
Friend , end let it not ruſt under a ſtone to be 
leſt. Eccl. 29. 8 


PARAPHRASE. 


Azard your money , by lending it to 
your Brother or your Friend : And 
- know, that it is always. more bonourable and 

more 
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more ſafe, then it would be in a hidden 
Treaſure, and shut up under ſtanes. 


REFLECTION 


Y Ou ought-to believe it loſt, aſfoon as it 
is uſeleſs ro Pour Friends : When ti:ey 
come to ask a favour of you, be you ready to 
offer it : fear no other danger, but that of 
dcliberating too long;and bave no other diſs 
pleaſure, then for not having prevented 
them, and for not being happy enough tg 
gue(s, that they bad need of you. 

Have herein the Maxim of that ancient 
Hero, who beingadviſed by his Treaſurer, 
that there was no more left, and that bis li- _ 
beralities had exbauſted it, made him this 
heroic anſwer ? You deccivye your (elf, ſaid 
he , There remainsto meall that 1 have gi- 
ven: it is mine more then ever, ſtnce 'tis in 
the hands of my Friends. Hoc habeo qued- 
eunque ded), 


X1Y, MAXIM. 


S%* 


IWhe fo diftovereth ſecrets , looſeth his credit » 
and ithall never find aFriend to his mind, 
Eccl. 27. | | 

PARAPHRASE. 


O reveal the ſecrets of one Friend , is 
to looſe many. An unfaithful man , 


$hall neyer be loved of any body , and mow 
who 
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who have made him tell ir, sball be firſt that 
Shall fear ang hate bim.. : 


REFLECTION, 
N affairs of friendship, aſwell as in thoſe 
of State, the Jeaſt and lighteſt indiſcre- 
tions of the Tongue are irremiſſible crimes. 
Their Secret is a Religious order , who have 


. -nopardon for faults, nor pity for penitents, 
| They punishthoſe faults, afrerthe moſtter- 


- Hible manner,and moſt to be feared ofa man, 
who hath any thing of ſentiment or an hearr. 
Which is, That they never give bim any 

.more the occaſion to fall again, 


| XV, MAXIM, | 

Tf thou haſt opened thy mouth againſt thy friend, 
fear mat ; for there may be a Reconeiliaiion, 
Eccl, 22. 


| PARAPHRASGE. 
FF (being in an ill humour, ) you have 
happen'd to ſy ought to your Friend in 
croſs terms, or have inconſiderately injured 
bin, S4£that igntfies nothingz fear ner; for 
reconciliation 1s not difhicule. 
In like manner, if durirg 
Ad amicum, ſs afl s of anger, you draw a 
produxeris gla- ſword againit him, deſpgir 
dium , non de= notofb rce- eſtabjishing your 
ſperes. friendship. - Man is indul- 
gent toward the paſſions of 
his Brother , when they are blimd.and carry 
+ Oy away 
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away the reaſon. There needs but one 
word of regret, or onetear to wash away the 
memory of a bloudy quarrel, 

T hat which is danzerous, Excepto conti- 
and renders anger for ever tio, & mproe 
irreconcilable, 1s to caſt in perio, & ſupers 
the teeth of a Friend, any 412, & Myſerr? 


' thing that refte&ts on the revelationg , &f 


honour of his Houſe, orto plaga delbſa, in 

upbraid him with the ſervi< omnibus effugiet 

ces you havedonehim, or amicw. 

of any pleaſure that he shall 

bave received, or to teſtify any contempt of 

him, or to appear proud in his preſence , or 

in fine, to declare his ſecrets, or ro betray 

bim in any buſineſs where he puts confi- 

dence in you. 
Allthat makes him sbun you to the end of 


the World: you may ſee his face again, but 


you shall never more find his heart nor con= 


filence. 
REFLECTION. 

N fine, contemn not your Friend, for 

contempt ts the mortal wound of triend- 
Ship , and the only wound that the heart of 
man can't bear. 

Nature and Fortune which might render 
us contemprible , are not able to render us 
inſenſible and indifferent under contempt : 
habirude cannot accuſtome ys thereto; and 


vertue which ſametimes. may be able to 
{ile 


L ftiffle thegrief , cannot blot out itsremem- 
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brance. 

'We have no experience - even that the 
quality of Perſons who contemn us,do leflen 
thereſent/nent The praiſes that we receive 
from the part of our enemics, do not leave 
to be 2greable tous: Bur the contemprs that 
come by means of our greateſt friends, ſenſfi- 
bly wound the hearr. 

- That which comes even from Princes oz 
Maſters, is not ſweeter, nor better received. 
Whatever power or authority, that one hath 
over us , we never think they have aright to 
contermn us , when weare guilty; and thoſe 
who confeſs, tbat thew crimes deſerve death, 


' Cannot believe they deſerve contempt. 


Grace takes away from many the defire of 
revenging themſelvs,but it givesto very few 
contentment to ſuffer it. If ſome may loye 
to be contemned for the Slory of God, Ido 
Dt aiow , that many iovernoſe however, 
that do contemn them. 

XVI. MAXIM. 
One man beareth hatred againſt the other, and 

doth he ſeek pardon from the Lord ? bccl. 28, 

PARAPHRASE. 


Ipſe cum caro H Ow can that man dare 
fit , reſervat to ask bleſſings and 
iram & propi- favours from God for bim 
tiationem que- ſelf, who prepares evill for 

another ?. And - he who 


71 8 Des. 
| | would 
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would cauſe his neighbour to perish, can he 
hope that God will preſerve him ? 

Man would himſelf be in wrath , and 
deſire that God should be appeaſed. He who 
is but flesh and corruption . would punish 
the faults of thoſe like bimſelfe: And he 
prayes God, who is infinite in his holineſs 
that he might difſemble his , and that God 
would endure them: what pretentions and 
what hopes are theſe ? | 


REFLECTION. 


O choak theſentiment of ill words,that 

onegives you, or of wrong that one 
does you in buſineſs, bave you often in your 
mind this undoubted truth. 

That of all forts of injuſtice z the two 
greateſt are, Firſt , That God $hould. be 
offender, theſecond, That weshould take 
{ll otber mens offending us - and that we 
$hould take the liberty to reſent them, and 
___— of them. | 
| hen you- have a difference with any 
body , you goc and relate the buſineſs , and 
ask of your friends, if it be not true, that 


30k 


970 have wrong ,. and that. you ought to 
| revengeit :: you have ſo much right an your 


ſide's you do and ſay ſo well; that cachone 
con:efles it & anſwers you that *t is true. 
But ro the end that you might better 


\X8oW the truth , tell thera the whole ;,75lace 
Þ! | to. 


[= 
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tothem ingenuouſly, what your Conſcience 
knowes, touching the moſt enormous fins, 
and shamefull ingraticudes that you have 
committed againit God ; and there $hall - 
no body ſay , but that you merit infinitely | 
more evil, and more contempt then you 
have as yetrecaved. | 
During quarrells and ſuits at Law, the 
- queſtion 1s, to know if you ought to deſtroy 
a Man, whom God makes uſe of, to punish 
in you great (ins, and to punish them by ſo 
ſmall an evill asthat is, which you pretend 
that one doth you. Be you the Iudge; exa- 
mine anddecide the queſtion your elf, 
| XVII MAXIM. 
Abſtain from ſtrife , and thou ſhalt diminiſh 
thy fin Eccl. 28. 
_ PARAPHRASE. 

Eſſen the number of Law ſuits , and 
> row ſhall remain fewer ſins, To pro 
ſecute a relation; To enrich Judges, and | 
perſons unknown; To ruine your family ; 
to multiply your faults.& ro loſe Paradicezis 
that which ordinarily you gain by pleading. 
' Thereis no quarrell but may be ended, by 
means of mildneſs and civility : - and there 
. 18no peace bur is more worth then all the 
victories of the Barr , and than all the 
Triumphs , that pride cauſes you to make 
ovetyour enemies, ha 


) 
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ce REFLECTION, 
5, Ivein peace , and eftablish your hap= 
ve pineſs, by fo doing, as that nothing 
all may trouble you, and that you may not be 
ly | obliged to detend your ſelf , nor to: come 
ou plain of any body. 

| | Itisnot ſo.honourable to overcome ene- 
the mies,as not to have any. Mad men.and Beaſts 
roy | themſelves have a part in the firſthonour: 
ih The ſecond -belongs only to men of a 
'$[6) Divine and heavenly nature, 
end But if we muſt unfortunately have ences 
>X&= mies, let us believe, that it is leſs glorious 


tous , to overthrow their bouſe and fortune, 
then to ſweeten their anger ; and all the 
1 cares we take,to gain on them in our proceſs, 
iniſh let us employ to gain their hearts | 
Let us not undertake the cauſing themto 
erisch : Let us aſpicc to a more illustrious 


and i&tory , to do ſfoas that in ſpight of theme: | 
pro« ſelves they may love us » and blame them= 
and ſelves for having disobliged us, 
nily 3 Let us carry repentance into their Con» 
iceg1s ſciences, and let us make them ſee by good 


ding. offices , that weare lovely, and that we de- 
d, byy ſervetobeloved , when they hive doneus 
there displeaſure, | : 
ll they _ 1F we would uſe ſweet and reſpeQtfall 
11 the words, and endeayour to ſubduethem, by 
the allurements of an officious and an obli. - 


. } >. "Wi they muſt themlelyes confels | 
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TR wre-in the wrong to treat us ill; and 
% tonfeſlion is a more defireable honour , 


bc moſt famous victory , which an ho- 

at man can aſpire unto, 

” fine, wee are obliged toextinguish in 
cf r Sc uls, all enmities andalldefiresof re. 
by: the Law ofnature, who has not giyg 
© USSer arms , or means to overcorne othe 
© men , then love. "5 ho: 
->>By the Laws of the Goſpel, which hat 
given. us a precept, and made thereof an in» 
{openſable commandment. | 
way the Law of bim who was God and 
Mn, who gave us the example of it, 
ay the Law of the Creator , who has been 
Cwilling,thatour ſpirit and our perſon,shquid 
be no other thing, then a living lmage of 
> Ms fabſtantial and infinite charity. 
-  *$y the Law of Paradiſe , of which the 1n» 

tprion graven on the Gate, is, That no 

man shall enter there , who bath hatred or 


"*Dur intereſts oblige thereto as much as the 

x&i$$ and we vught to aſſure our ſelves , that 

* Shere is no enemy ſo cowardly or fearfull , 

Ss would nothurt us ; nor ſo feeble as thay 

Eegzonot; nor ſo ignorant, as not to know 
ans,or to have addreſs and ſubtilty 
*:Snough to find occaſions and do it. 
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